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Friday, March 2nd, 2018

PHONE: 9041 1041

A Night of Rock in Merredin

Great end to the night with a group photo with the Old Guys Rock band and Johnny Young

Kylie deLacy “backstage” with Johnny Young.

By MARILYN SAYERS

The crowd erupted with cheers and whistles as
Johnny Young stepped out onto the stage...
What a night! Saturday 24th at the Merredin
Regional Community and Leisure Centre with
classic rock n roll hits being performed by
Peter Anderson, Kelly Green from Bandstand,
the Old Guys rock band and of course Johnny
Young, host of hit television show ‘Young
Talent Time’. Having enjoyed inviting Johnny
Young into their homes every Friday night
back when the show aired on Australian
television in the 70’s and 80’s, the crowd of

mainly baby boomers danced and sang the
night away to all the rock and roll favourites.
The night kicked off with a 60’s themed
dinner and cheese cake for dessert with the
tables soon deserted as the band took the stage
and performed numerous 50’s and 60’s
classics. Although there may have been some
old bones in the audience the room was filled
with young hearts, not one person missing out
on getting on the dance floor. At one stage the
dance floor was filled with everyone doing the
twist and a “how low can you go”
competition. Couples enjoying the rock and
roll dances with a few foxtrots in the mix.
Johnny Young fans were over the moon to
meet the music star with some getting a dance
or even a kiss on the cheek which brought on

youthful giggles of delight. One audience
member even snuck “backstage” (aka the
laundry) to see the talent show host. Kylie de
Lacy grew up watching the show on television
and turned into a bit of a fan girl with the
opportunity to meet the man on television and
rewarded with a great photo to remember the
night.
The night came to an end with a fun group
photo in front of the band before the crowd
made their way home. The silent auction and
supper has raised over $500 thus far for the
Royal Flying Doctor Service. The silent
auction will be running until Sunday 4 March
when the Chinese Lion Dancers will perform
at 5.30pm followed by Jimmy from the
Chinese Palace cooking dinner. Bookings
essential on 9041 3033.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS
Every Saturday & Sunday
Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse,
Tammin—9am—1pm—Call Glenice on
0428 371 221.
Cummins Theatre—Musical Theatre
Classes each Tuesday after school. Dark
Arts Classes Fridays.
Enrol at
www.cumminstheatre.com.au
REGULAR EVENTS
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup
for 0—4 year olds. Contact Emma
Fitzsimons
on
9041
0962
&
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
A Choired Taste – All levels welcome and
all tastes catered for. Monday evening at
the Senior Centre. 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm.
Further information Langley Smith 0409
106 649.

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd
and South Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays
10am, 2nd & 4th Sundays 11.30am.
Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427 605 331.
Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm
until 9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in
Coronation St.
First night is free.

Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on
9041 3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or
Lyn at the Post Office.

Merredin United in Prayer—Cornerstone
Christian Bookshop, 7pm last Thursday of
the Month.

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am
Sunday Worship and Sunday School Ph
0408 484 711

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin,
10am Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call
Dennis on 0411 984 123 for more info.

Merredin Camera Club— March Theme:
Macro/Close up mini beasts. Email Daina
for more info email Daina at
dainasutherland@bigpond.com.
Merredin Churches Fraternal—PO Box
463,
Merredin,
Malcolm
Clark
9041 5215.
Merredin Community Resource Centre—
meetings held third Tuesday of the
month 6pm at the CRC. All Welcome.
Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month
5.00pm at Railway Museum.
All
Welcome.

Senior’s
Centre
Craft
Group—
Wednesday mornings 9.30—11.30, bring
your own crafts, learn a new craft or just
come for a chat.

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call
Steve for more info on 0428 412 213.

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every
Thursday morning 10.00—11.30am at the
Senior’s Centre. Free. All welcome.

St
Joseph’s
Catholic
Church,
Kellerberrin—8:00am every Sunday.
Father Andrew Bowron Ph 9041 1118.
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—
South Avenue, Sundays 10.30am.
Saturday evenings 6.30pm. Father
Andrew Bowron, Ph 9041 1118.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at
the Merredin Library, for children up to 5
years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell
their stories or just listen. Mondays
10.00am—11.30am,
starting
with
morning tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday
Service, Ph 0457 329 850.

SPIKE SAYS

Produced fortnightly

The AFL Season is about to get underway, what are your
thoughts?

110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042

Upcoming Editions
16th March & 30th March
13th April & 27th April
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com
Currently distributing @ 650 copies to
Bencubbin, Bruce Rock, Doodlakine,
Kellerberrin, Merredin, Mukinbudin,
Narembeen, Nungarin, Southern Cross,
Tammin & Westonia.

Seventh-day
Adventist
Church—
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family
Worship, 9.30am Saturday Bible Study.
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056.

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—

Merredin Community Resource Centre

Content/production—Kirsty Rochford
9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041
merredin@crc.net.au
Advertising—Morgann Tranter
marketing@merredincrc.com

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each
month, 12 noon, Shed Restaurant unless
otherwise advised, contact Julie Townrow
0429
411
377
or
email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Revolution Youth—Church of Christ,
Throssell Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm
(School
terms),
Emma
Aitken
0487 351 167.

THE PHOENIX
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Adverts: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—
11.30 during the school term at Throssell
Road, opposite the pool. Contact Carissa
Amm on 0433 340 441.

3.00pm at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon
tea to follow. Free.

Christine Thyne – Thumbs
up to the Merredin St Johns
Ambulance Crew, Mr and
Mrs Patroni, Dr Merielsa
and staff at the Merredin
Hospital for helping me
when I collapsed and was
taken to hospital.

Shara Williams—Thumbs
up to having the markets or
Friday night. It was nice to
be able to go.
Anne Hooper—Thumbs up
to the Muntadgin Progress
Association for the great
night they put on for the
Farewell, Welcome,
Reunion last Saturday. It
was a fabulous night,
though a certain amount of
sadness for the leavers.
Well done to the organisers
and it was great to see so
many return.

Debbie Morris—I
think the Eagles have a
good line up on paper,
but some of the
players, like Lewis
Jetta, who show
flashes of brilliance,
need to be more
reliable and with some
of the new rookies
being forwards, the
older players like
LeCras need to ensure
they play well to
maintain their
positions.

Nathan Barrass –
They need to add
a few more teams
so we can get into
the top half of the
ladder this year.
“Go the
Dockers.”

Toni-Rae Turk
– “Up the
Mighty Swans”.
Hopefully we
will be watching
them play and
win the grand
final this year.
“Go Buddy.”
Neville
Middleton –
The Eagles have
been rebuilding
and this season
will be a
successful one
for them. “Go
the Eagles.”
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Testimonial Dinner to honour
former Narembeen Shire
Councillors

Gina DeLuis and Stephen Padfield

By SHEREE THOMAS
Former Councillor’s Stephen
Padfield, Gina DeLuis and
Sydney
Parsons
were
honoured at a Testimonial
Dinner on Saturday night at
the Narembeen Recreation
Centre.
Stephen Padfield has devoted
more than three decades of
service to his community, Gina
DeLuis twelve years and
Sydney Parsons eight years.
Between
them,
these
extraordinary individuals have
spent thousands and thousands
of hours improving the
services,
facilities
and
opportunities to the Narembeen
community.
Shire President, Councillor
Rhonda Cole said “standing
for council is a significant
commitment in itself, for

Stephen Padfield

Shire President Rhonda Cole, Stephen
Padfield & Melissa Price

Stephen Padfield to have
dedicated 31 years to public
service signifies a remarkable
contribution that deserves to be
celebrated, along with his fellow
colleagues, the service of Gina
DeLuis and Sydney Parsons is
to also be admired.
Distinguished guests included
the Hon Melissa Price MP, the
Hon Darren West MLC,
Freeman Melvin Bristow and
wife Iris and Freeman Halley
Cowan and wife Mary.
It was wonderful to see former
CEO’s attending the celebration
including Jim Epiro, Ian Ball,
Alan Middleton and Ryan Duff.
Guests enjoyed a sumptuous
meal
prepared
by
the
Narembeen Netball Club, served
by students from Narembeen
District High School.

Sydney Parsons
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Tales of the Past

Court Report
Tuesday 20th February
Jamie Aurisch was convicted of
having ready access to both weapons
and illegal drugs and was fined $500.
He was also convicted of possessing
a
prohibited
drug
(Methylamphetamine) and was fined
$500. He was also convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in or
on which there was a prohibited drug
or plant, was ordered to pay costs of
$100 and fined $100.
Kane Beagley was convicted of
driving or attempt to drive a motor
vehicle on a public road with a blood
alcohol content exceeding 0.05g, he
was fined $500, ordered to pay costs
of $190.85 and had his licence
suspended for 6 months.

Troy Butler was convicted of
exceeding the speed limit between 10
and 19km/h, was fined $200 and was
ordered to pay costs of 190.85.
Jake Day was convicted of having no
authority to drive (never held), was
fined $550, ordered to pay costs of
$190.85 and had his licence
suspended for a further 3 months.
Dale Entriken was convicted of
having no authority to drive (never
held), was fined $400, ordered to pay
costs of $190.85 and had his licence
suspended for a further 3 months.
Bradley Fiori was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $190.85.
Tamara Freestone was convicted of
causing a vehicle to drive contrary to
a defect notice, was fined $600 and
ordered to pay costs of $190.85.
Allan Hayden was convicted of
being armed or pretending to be
armed in a way that may cause fear,
he was ordered to pay costs of $100
and received a 6 month suspended
imprisonment order, suspended for 8
months.
Yasmin Hayden was convicted of
having no authority to drive (never
held), was fined $400 and was
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. She
also had her licence suspended for a
further 3 months.
Colin Huggett was convicted of
having no authority to drive
(suspended,
other
than
fine
suspension), was fined $400 and
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. He
also had his licence suspended for
further 9 months.

Matthew Jenner was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(Methylamphetamine) and was fined
$350. He was also convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in or
on which there was a prohibited drug
or plant, was fined $100 and ordered
to pay costs of $100.
Eugene Leach was convicted of
having no authority to drive

(suspended,
other than
fines
suspension), was fined $1000 and
was ordered to pay costs of $100. He
also had his licence suspended for a
further 9 months.
Adrian Lightfoot was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), he was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $190.85.
Reece Marino-Biddle was convicted
of having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $190.85.
Kylie McMillan was convicted of
possessing a prohibited drug
(Cannabis) and was fined $200. She
was also convicted of possessing
drug paraphernalia in or on which
there was a prohibited drug or plant,
was fined $200 and ordered to pay
costs of $413.85.
Paul Mortimer was convicted of
driving with prescribed illicit drug in
oral fluid or blood, he was fined
$450, ordered to pay costs of
$190.85 and ordered to pay an
analyst fee of $1140.
Keith Roberts was convicted of
driving with prescribed illicit drug in
oral fluid or blood, he was fined
$500 and ordered to pay costs of
$190.85 and he also had his licence
suspended for 6 months. He was
convicted of driving, caused or
permitted a vehicle with a forged,
replica or false plate to be driven on
a road and was fined $50. He was
also convicted of using an unlicensed
vehicle on a road, was fined $80,
was ordered to pay costs of $190.85
and was ordered to pay a half annual
licence fee of $146.65.
Rikki Te Nana was convicted of
having no authority to drive
(suspended, other than fined
suspension), was fined $1200,
ordered to pay costs of $190.85, she
also had her licence suspended for a
further 9 months. She was convicted
of using an unlicensed vehicle on a
road, was fined $100 and ordered to
pay a half annual licence fee of
$209.25. She was also convicted of
exceeding the speed limit between
10 and 19km/h and was fined $200.
Frank Tenaglia was convicted of
exceeding the speed limit between
10 and 19km/h, was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $190.85.
Bonnie Wallam was convicted of
exceeding the speed limit between
10 and 19km/h and was fined $200.
She was also convicted of having no
authority to drive (fines suspended),
was fined $600, ordered to pay costs
of $190.85 and had her licence
suspended for a further 3 months.

Wednesday 21st Feb
Cameron Robert was convicted of
failing to comply with building
order, was fined $7000 and ordered
to pay costs of $11,102.20.

Last instalment of the serial story.
Patricia was scheduled to return to
London very soon, but before she
left her new acquaintance from WA
turned up to see her, asked her out
and proposed marriage!
She accepted, but had to fly back to
England which she did. She closed
down and sold her family home,
packed up the things she wanted to
keep and prepared to return to W.A.
to get married. Television sets were
new at this time and the company
which employed her bought her one
for a wedding present and flew her,
her TV, her goods and her PIANO
back to Australia.

Her farmer fiancé drove to meet her
and they were married – the third
time they had seen each other.
Together they developed a very
successful farm, life and marriage
which lasted until her death in 2017.
Both husband and wife became my
friends in the 1990’s and that
friendship lasted until her death.
The memories are very strong and
wonderful. This lady was so special
to be able to exchange her life in
England for a tough life developing
a farm in W.A. It did become easier,
but originally clearing land and
building a home was difficult.
However, she rose to the challenge
and we remember her with love.

Library Musings
By WENDY PORTER Merredin
Librarian
Did you know that 2018 marks the
centenary of the Armistice that ended
the First World War (1914-1918)?
We are hoping to have a number of
events or activities throughout the
year here in Merredin, culminating in
a parade something like the one that
was held here in Merredin in 1918.
Keep reading the Shire Newsletter
and the Phoenix as well as Facebook
to find out what is happening.
In the meantime the Merredin Library
is adding to its already extensive
collection on wars, and not just the
First World War. Latest acquisitions
include ‘Forgotten heroes: the
Australian Waler Horse’ by Jill
Mather. Did you know that that a
stock horse was bred from a domestic
animal to a war horse without equal?
These horses played a major role in
The Boer War and WWI and this
book looks at how.
‘Gallipoli
–
100
years:
a
comprehensive study and guide to
visiting’ by Michael John Matthews.
This book is intended to provide a
broad coverage of the Gallipoli
campaign from the inception to the
evacuation.
It includes not only
getting there and where to stay but
also the why, the lead up, the military
commanders, the ANZACS, the
major actions in all three theatres and
a guide to getting around, including

maps.
‘Our Vietnam Nurses’ by Annabelle
Brayley is a collection of compelling
Australian stories of heroism,
friendship and how lives were
changed forever for the women who
saved lives and comforted the
wounded even though most of them
were completely unprepared for war.
For those of you who may have read
war diaries but were flummoxed by
some of the slang the library now has
‘Soldier Slang of the First World
War’ by Emily Brewer. This includes
words like ‘gasper’ (a cigarette),
‘Snow Digger’ (nickname of a soldier
from New England), and ‘Oscar’ an
Australian word for money.
Finally there is ‘Great Battles in
Australian history’ by Jonathan King,
a large print edition with information
on battles from Vinegar Hill in 1804
to Afghanistan in 2010 and
‘Remembering
the
wars:
commemoration in Western Australia
Communities’ by John Stephen and
Graham Seal which gives information
about many of the war memorials in
WA.
Remember all this and more is
available from the Merredin Regional
Library including a great many
eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines
and now a video streaming services
all free to library members. Come in
and join today – that is also free. Just
bring in some proof of address.

THE PHOENIX Friday, March 2nd, 2018

My Thoughts
Are you happy?
Upon recently scrolling through a
Facebook newsfeed I was stopped
by a post from a girlfriend that
was a quote from the beautiful
specimen Heath Ledger.
"Everyone you meet always asks
if you have a career, are married,
or own a house, as if life was
some kind of grocery list. But no
one ever asks you if you are
happy" - Heath Ledger.
For a rare moment, I was taken
back by the thought that even if I
was to ask someone down the
street, even some of my friends, if
they are truly happy, that would be
some sort of intrusion, or that it
was accusatory of their life not
looking like it’s happy, thus
having the exact opposite effect of
what is intended by asking that
question.
This is most definitely probably
over thinking it. But I think maybe
a train of thought I’d like to offer
people to jump on board is that
surrounding gratitude. It’s not
realistic to be 24/7 happy, in fact I
think we’re all somewhat aware of
just how much mental health
issues are prevalent within the
Central Wheatbelt. Sharing a bit of
myself with you reading here and

now, sometimes on my ninth or
tenth hour in the studio staring at a
screen trying to make a radio
program that people might consider
listening to, I’m downright over it,
wondering what the point is, if
anyone is listening or cares. That’s
when it’s important to look at what
is there, who is there and to be
grateful, I’m living in a wonderful
community with great people.
Heath’s quote is one that feeds your
brain for sure, but just in case, like
me, you might be hesitant to ask
your neighbour if they’re happy in
case they take it the wrong way,
here’s another quote I’ve come
across for you. “Happy people
aren’t grateful because they’re
happy, they’re happy because
they’re grateful.”- Unknown
If you’re a bit down in the dumps,
(trust me we all get that way
sometimes), then maybe have a little
think about the things you do have
in your life to be grateful for. It’s
part of the human condition to be
forever
wanting more,
needing more
is different.

Verity Hughes
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Police Report
By Sergeant WARREN CONDER
Merredin Police
Merredin Police have been focusing
heavily on identifying, targeting and
disrupting drug users and traffickers
within our community. In the last two
weeks, four Misuse of Drug Warrants
have been executed, which included
the use of K9 drug sniffing dogs at
known drug dealer’s properties. As a
result of the combined efforts of both
local and neighbouring police stations,
several people will soon face the
Merredin Court on drug related
charges. Methamphetamines knows
no age, gender, sex or race. It’s a
vicious drug which destroys many
families and once you are introduced
to it, it is extremely hard to get free
from. Of those who use Cannabis, an
extremely high percentage will drift
onto Methamphetamine use which can
be a well over $500 a day habit.
Many users engage in criminal
activities to pay for their addiction,
usually because by this stage of their
life they have lost their job, their
family and their support network. ‘We
will continue to focus on these people
who use and distribute this vial drug
within this community, so if you are
one these people… well… we will
soon be making ourselves known to
you.’

Merredin Police are continuing to
make themselves known on our roads
and streets. Several motorists have
come to be on the wrong end of the
law. A few local drivers will soon be

having a date with the Merredin
Court. ‘If you drive without a licence,
whether it is court suspended or fine
suspended, then be prepared to face
the consequences when the vehicle
you are not supposed to be driving
suddenly has red and blue lights
flashing behind you. Make no
mistake… you will get caught.’ The
greater risk is that driving whilst not
entitled to means you have no
insurance coverage and no 3rd party
insurance. So if you hit another
vehicle and/or injury anyone… you
are up for all the costs, which can be
in the hundreds of thousands of
dollars. Then of course there is the
court process as well.
I will be returning back to his role as
office-in-charge of the Toodyay
Police station, a town he has been
actively engaged in for the last 4
years. ‘The last 3 weeks has been
good and I quickly established that the
staff at Merredin Police are equally as
keen and energetic as those in
Toodyay. The officers here are driven
and highly motivated towards
reducing crime and making this
community a safe one, it has made my
role a pleasure to do.’
If you are aware of any illegal
activity, including drug activity,
please don’t hesitate to contact your
local Police on 9041 1322, the Police
Assistance Centre on 13 14 44 or
Crime Stopers on 1800 333 000. You
can remain anonymous if you wish
and all calls can be kept confidential.
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Why singing is bad for you and 6
reasons why you shouldn’t stop
doing it
By MELODY CHANTEUSE
People don’t often talk about the
downsides of singing. Yes, we bang
on about the health benefits, social
aspects, etc. but seldom mention the
bad bits.
Here are 6 terrible things that might
happen to you if you start singing.

 Singing can become addictive —
once you start singing, it’s very
hard to stop. It’s such an
enjoyable activity that you will
start noticing it everywhere and
begin to take every opportunity
you can to sing.
 Singing takes up valuable time —
you start by joining a choir once a
week, then you do concerts at the
weekends, then all those social
events, and that great weekend
workshop ... before you know it,
it’s taken over your whole life.
 You could abandon your friends
and family — and spend more
time with your new singing
chums and on the tour bus and in
the pub after the concert (and
after weekly rehearsals). You’ll
also be listening to more CDs on
your own, checking out YouTube
videos, learning lyrics, etc.

 You will become unbearable to live
with — singing makes you so happy
that you will wear a constant smile
and be humming along all day long
in a state of bliss, much to the
annoyance of everyone you live
with (who will be insanely jealous).
 Singing stops you sleeping — after
rehearsal or performance you will
be so buoyed up with enthusiasm
and joy that you will find it hard to
come down off Cloud 9. Not only
that, but you’ll have all those
wonderful tunes bouncing around
inside your head. Sleep – who needs
it??!!
 You will spend more money — nice
new costume for the next gig, more
CDs,
songbooks,
weekend
workshops, maybe even a musical
instrument.
So be warned: approach singing with
caution. Once you start you might not
be able to stop. And it’s like a virus
which you can easily pass onto
someone else. Remain alert at all times
in case the bug gets you!
Want to live dangerously? A Choired
Taste Monday Evenings 7-9pm 15
French Avenue Merredin for all ages
18 upwards. Come as a visitor.

A Tupperware Success
By MARIE BARTLETT
On Saturday the 24th of February I
had the pleasure of traveling to Perth
with two of my fellow Tupperware
Consultants from Narembeen and
Southern Cross to attend our
Tupperware conference and the
launch of the New Autumn / Winter
catalogue!! The launch of these
catalogues are always super exciting
as we await to see what amazing new
products Tupperware has created,
what colour changes are occurring
and what is sadly leaving the range. I
look forward to the releases which
are held twice a year.
This release was a bit different to
most as it was held at our
Distributorship from 1pm-4.30pm as
it is usually held at the Hyatt and is a
full day event. The Conference also
gives you the opportunity to meet
your fellow team mates and other
consultants and managers from all
over WA. The conference is also
about recognition and I cannot thank
everyone enough for the wonderful
support you give me in my
Tupperware business and for
allowing me to enter your homes to
host
parties,
do
cooking
demonstrations, for placing an order
or referring a friend and allowing me
to be a stallholder at your events; I
am truly grateful.

A few weeks ago I was announced as
the number one consultant at our
Distributorship in Perth. Today after
giving a testimonial in front of 150
people and doing a product demo I
was recognised as the number 12
consultant
for
Australia/New
Zealand. To make it in the top 20 is
amazing. I couldn't have done it
without everyone’s support including
my family.
So please accept my grateful thanks.
I am truly overwhelmed and look
forward to what 2018 will bring.

Marie Bartlett was recognised as the
number 12 Consultant for Australia/New
Zealand
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“COME AND VISIT US AT THE MERREDIN SHOW”

Calling all Cooks!
By EMMA DAVIS

Ireland!

Do you have the best culinary
skills in all of Merredin? Are you a
superstar in the kitchen? Or
perhaps you have a speciality dish
that all your guests rave about?
Then we want you for the Twilight
Food Festival!

There were so many delicious foods
to try and no one was left hungry.
In order to make this year’s festival
bigger, better and just as delicious
though, we need you to sign up!

The Shire of Merredin is again
hosting the Harmony Day Twilight
Food Festival at the Cummins
Theatre on Friday March 16th. The
event celebrates the cultural
diversity of Merredin and features
local community members cooking
up delicacies and delectable
delights from their home countries.
Last year the community got to try
a delicious range of recipes from
Cantonese noodles, Toad-in-a-hole
from England, pavlova from New
Zealand, fondue from Switzerland,
and Guinness Pies courtesy of

Getting involved is easy. Fill in the
registration form on our website
(http://www.merredin.wa.gov.au/
events.aspx)
and
return
to
clo@merredin.wa.gov.au or drop it
in to the Administration Office.
The Harmony Day team will
organise all your ingredients,
provide
serving
plates
and
serviettes on the night, and give you
a beautiful space to showcase your
food. For those extra home country
proud you can even decorate your
table with flags and pictures.
Don't miss your chance to be a part
of this wonderful community event.

nbn and your medical alarm
It’s important you register your
medical alarm (monitored and
unmonitored),
auto-dialler
or
emergency call button with nbn.
Your registration on nbn’s Medical
Alarm Register helps nbn identify
households where support may be
needed before switching to a phone
or internet service over the nbn
network to help minimise a break in
service.

The rollout of the nbn access
network involves new technologies
which some existing devices may not
be compatible with. It’s therefore
important to talk to your device
provider for advice and to find out if
your device or service will work on
the nbn access network, and what
alternatives may be available.
Questions you could ask your device
provider:

Will my medical alarm work
properly when connected to the nbn
access network?
Will my medical alarm be able to
dial out during a power outage when
connected to the nbn access
network?
What alternatives are there to using a
landline connection?
What solutions would the provider
suggest?
Are there any costs involved?
Individuals using a medical alarm,
auto-dialler or emergency call button
(or a family member, carer or friend)
can register their device on the nbn
Medical Alarm Register by calling
1800 227 300 or completing the
online form at www.nbnco.com.au/
medicalregister.
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Joyce Davies Celebrates 100 Years
By BILL MOTTERSHEAD
Joyce Emily Davies was born on
18 February 1918, in Shropshire,
England. She went to school at
Nesscliffe. On leaving school
she worked on her father’s farm –
hand-milking and looking after
other livestock.
She met
Reginald
September
ran a coal
business.

and then married
Goodall
on
15
1942, with whom she
merchant and haulage

On 22 October 1944, their only
daughter Sheila was born. Joyce
lost her husband on 20 February
1951.
Joyce remarried on 3 December
1954, to Percy Davies.
She
helped him run an egg and
poultry business up until 30
January 1970, when they
emigrated
from
England,

Joyce celebrated her 100th birthday with
family

following their daughter, son-inlaw and two grandsons out to a
new life in Australia.
They lived in Merredin where she
helped at the North Merredin
Primary School Canteen.
In 1978, when Percy retired, they
again followed Sheila, Bill and
now three grandsons, relocating
to Margaret River. It was here
they settled into another small
farming
community
and
discovered a love of fishing.
Unfortunately, Joyce lost Percy
on 15 February 1992, which left
her not looking forward to her
birthday each year as she had lost
both husbands around that date.
In 2008, she moved with her
daughter back to Merredin where
she has lived for the last 10 years.

Joyce was very excited to receive a letter
from the Queen

She celebrated her 100th birthday
on Sunday, 18 February 2018
along with her daughter, son-inlaw, three grandsons, their wives
and seven great grandchildren.

Luke, Darren, Anne, Bill, Trent, Joyce, Sheila, Daniel, John, Dione, Miles and Catherine
celebrate Joyce’s 100th birthday
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It's the Most Wonderful Time of Year
By EMMA DAVIS
For those in the arts the months of
January and February are the most
wonderful time of the year. The
craziness of the Christmas period
where school graduations and dance
concerts seem to dominate every
theatre and performance hall in
Australia, coupled with the end of
year crunch to get programs
completed before everyone goes on
holiday, seems but a distant memory.
Then the summer sun comes out and
the real fun (and work) begins as
Fringe season descends on the land.
For those uninitiated Fringe is a series
of festivals, mostly in large capital
cities, that allow anyone and
everyone to put on a show. You can
see anything from contemporary
dance, to cabaret, stand-up comedy,
to drag shows, films, and music
events.
Starting
in
mid-January
and
extending into early March the Fringe
season marks the beginning of
programming for the coming year.
Here at the Cummins Theatre it is no
different as our theatre manager
attends both the Perth and Adelaide
Fringe Festivals to source work, talk
to artists, and see more shows in a
week than most people would see in a
decade.
"The Fringe season is incredibly vital
to venues as it gives an opportunity to

see lots of work in a short space of
time. The work is often small and
compact enough to tour to regional
venues, while still being of high
quality." Adelaide Fringe Honeypot
delegate.

budgets and timelines, and deciding if
what you are watching is suitable for
the community." Davis continues.

The importance of the festival season
can't be understated with the
Cummins Theatre currently sourcing
approximately half of its overall
shows from the Fringe Festivals.

"While it is hard, there is no better

"In 2017 shows including Eleanor's
Story, Barry Morgan, The Wine
Bluffs, Comedy Gold, and Benjamin
and Me, were all first seen at a Fringe
Festival. Even our workshop leaders
for the Join the Circus Workshop
came to Merredin as a result of
meeting them at a Fringe Festival."
Cummins Theatre manager Emma
Davis.
But it's not all fun and games, and
images of having a glass of wine in
an air-conditioned theatre tent soon
give way to the reality of how
exhausting this time of year can be.
"Fringe season is hard! Most of the
time I have only one, maybe two
weeks to see as many shows as I can.
It sounds like fun but sometimes it
can mean up to nine shows in a day,
often running from one venue to
another. It is exhausting and then you
also have meetings with the artists
and production teams to talk about
touring viability, trying to figure out

Would she change it if she could?
Probably not!

way to find great shows to bring to
Merredin and I count myself very
lucky to be here. At both festivals I
am sponsored by either Circuitwest in
Perth or Fringe Honeypot in Adelaide
to attend, and without their support I
couldn't make it happen."
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Merredin CRC Community News
Windy Twilight Markets

Books, Books,
Books

Well everyone says you have no
control over the weather!
Last Friday the Merredin CRC
held the February Markets in the
late afternoon/evening as in
general February is always hot.

Canva Workshop

Whilst there wasn’t a large
number of stalls, those that
attended were quite positive
about the concept of having
twilight markets with quite a few
people calling in to the markets
on their way home from work.

The Merredin CRC are organising a
Canva workshop. Canva is a free
online graphic-design tool and can
be used to create anything from
posters to invitations and ads! The
Phoenix uses this website to make
their ads – Shh though, that’s a
secret so don’t tell anyone.

Having Katie Patty Kaye’s
Coffee Van over the road was
great and hopefully they had
some extra people buy their tea
from them.

The site is really easy and simple to
use once you get in and have a go.
The workshop will cover basics and
lead into some little tricks. If you are

The CRC will look at doing some
other Twilight Markets, hopefully
with better weather, to see if this
is something that people might
prefer. Comments are welcome.

The Merredin CRC is running out
of storage room and have therefore
made the decision to no longer
have a Book Stall at the Merredin
Markets and to offer all the books
currently stored in the Merredin
CRC shed to a community or
sporting group to use for a Book
Stall at the Markets.
If any group is interested, please
contact the CRC on 9041 1041 or
email merredin@crc.net.au
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Don’t make excuses for your Symptoms
By KAREN HANSEN
It’s easy to make excuses for signs
and symptoms you
notice. But if you don’t do
something, you could be playing
with your life - they could be signs
of cancer.
It’s easy to make excuses and think
signs and symptoms are because:
I’m just getting older
Often people blame changes to
their body on the fact that they are
getting older.
Although getting old does cause
changes, it is important to know
your body and recognise any that
are unusual or long lasting.
Even if you’re not worried, it is
safer to tell your doctor about any
changes or symptoms you find.
It’s probably just...something else
If you notice an unusual change to
your body or a possible sign or
symptom don’t make excuses for it!
Sometimes people blame signs and
symptoms on a condition they

already have, or try to find a reason
for them.
Changes to your body can be
caused by many different things but
it is important to tell your doctor
about any persistent (long lasting)
changes you notice.

Your doctor is trained to recognise
signs and symptoms and they will
want to know of any changes that
happen to you.
I’m working too hard
It is normal to feel tired or wornout due to work commitments from
time to time.

But if you find that you are
constantly tired or lacking in
energy it is important to let your
doctor know.
Sometimes it’s easy to blame a lack
of energy on work or other
commitments, but if you notice a
big change in your energy levels,
tell your doctor
My old diet’s finally working!
Small weight changes over time are
normal but if you have noticeably
lost weight, without recent dieting

or exercising more, you should talk
to your doctor.

body’s way of telling you that
something isn’t right..

Even if you’re not worried about it,
it’s safer to tell your doctor about
any changes or symptoms you
notice.

It is important to recognise any
changes and tell your doctor.

“I’ll be right”

Even if you’re not worried about
it, it’s better to get it checked out
and be on the safe side.

Sometimes people ignore their
symptoms or think that they will go
away in time.

Don’t fool yourself — tell your
doctor if you notice anything
different with your body.

But a change or symptom is your
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Year 7 Big Day Out
Merredin College’s Year 7 group had
a day of fun activities on Friday 9
February as part of their orientation
and transition into high school. The
day consisted of getting to know each
other through activities in group ice
breaker sessions. They found out a

bit more information about the
quirkier side of their peers.
Students in their House groups had to
build newspaper towers, compete in
communication games such as the
‘Blind fold minesweeper walk’ where
students had to direct one of their

Primary Swimming
Carnival
It was a warm sunny day for
Merredin
College’s
Primary
Swimming Carnival on Friday 23
February at the Merredin Pool. There
was some great sportsmanship on
display with competitors supporting
their team mates with cheers and
chants of encouragement. We had
four outstanding swimmers who won
all of their races, taking out the
overall champion cups – Judd Major,
Phoebe Hayden, Sam Anderson and
Milla Kett.
A big ‘congratulations’ to Kelly
House who were the winning faction
on 143 points. Growden came second
on 127 points, third was Mitchell on
122 points and then Law on 105
points.
Champions:
Year 3 Champion Boy—H Fardell
Year 3 Runner Up Boy—J Bill
Year 3 Champion Girl—K Duncan
Year 3 Runner Up Girl—A Stone and
K Kittyea
Year 4 Champion Boy—S Anderson
Year 4 Runner Up Boy—N Shelton
Year 4 Champion Girl—M Kett
Year 4 Runner Up Girl—C Wahlsten
Year 5 Champion Boy—E Jetta
Year 5 Runner Up Boy—K Jones
Year 5 Champion Girl—P Hayden
Year 5 Runner Up Girl—R Truglio
Year 6 Champion Boy—J Major
Year 6 Runner Up Boy—M Picket
Year 6 Champion Girl—T Bush
Year 6 Runner Up Girl—G Shelton
Overall Champion Boy—J Major and
S Anderson
Overall Champion Girl—P Hayden
and M Kett

blind folded group members through
a mine field without touching and
just using their voice. Students
enjoyed this activity and found it
challenging communicating with
their blind partner.
Another activity was the orientation
course where students were in groups
and had to locate a number of
orientation
punches
hidden
throughout the school. Each group
had to communicate with each other
to firstly decide which punch they
would locate and then had to
memories its location without taking
the map.
The end of the day was spent at the
pool which was much needed as the
day was very hot. The students spent
their time speeding down the
waterslide and seeing who could do
the biggest ‘bombies’ in the pool (the
jury is still out on that one)!

Camp Kulin
On the 20 & 21 February, the Year 6
to 10 Middle School Counsellors
along with Mr James travelled to
Camp Kulin for 24 hours of intense
leadership training.
The students were tested mentally,
physically and emotionally to

discover what makes an effective
leader, and to truly understand who
they are as people.
The leaders did the College proud,
representing Merredin alongside
other schools in the Eastern
Wheatbelt Education Network.

Re-usable Lunch
Wrap Project
During 2017, Miss Dowling’s Year
5/6 class embarked on a project to
provide every student in the Merredin
College Primary with a re-usable
sandwich wrap to take the place of all
the plastic wrap used at recess and
lunch time. The project evolved after
a waste audit, held by the Mrs
Postan’s Year 5 class. They identified
that plastic wrap was the largest
contributor to the number of
individual pieces of waste produced
in our school during a day.
The Year 5/6 class researched to find
a solution then we applied to the Keep
Australia Beautiful Council for a
grant to fund the project. During
Term 4, 2017, the Year 5/6 class
came up with a design then managed
the production of 270 wraps. They
cut calico into squares, screen printed
each square twice to get a 2 coloured
design and then individually stamped
each student’s name on the wrap.
The printed squares were then ironed
by the students to seal in the design
before we used an iron and baking
paper to melt beeswax pellets into the
calico, the final step in the
process. The squares can be folded
into a pocket that a sandwich can be
slipped into, making plastic wrap
unnecessary. The wraps can be rinsed
in warm soapy water and dried and
reused over and over. This week
every child from Kindergarten to
Year 7 received their wraps and we
celebrated our first day of use.

18

THE PHOENIX Friday, March 2nd, 2018

New Staff
St Mary’s School welcomed three
new staff to the school for the 2018
school year.
Adriana Coniglio is the Principal
and joins us from Aranmore
Catholic Primary School.
Hannah Beaton is teaching Year 5
and comes from St Lawrence
Primary School in Geraldton and
Keely Mitchell is the Year 2 teacher
and studied at ECU Bunbury.

Commissioning
Mass 2018
On Friday, 16 February, St Mary’s
Merredin hosted St Jospeh’s Southern
Cross for the annual Commissioning
Mass. At this Mass, new staff to
Catholic Education and new staff to
the Diocese were commissioned by St
Mary’s Parish Priest Fr Andrew
Bowron and Fr Matthew Hodgson.

Ash Wednesday
The students, staff and parents
celebrated the beginning of Lent by
attending the Ash Wednesday Mass
on 14 February. Lent is a season of
simple living, particularly through
three practices: prayer, penance, and

almsgiving. While these practices
are part of an ongoing life of
Christians, they hold a special place

for us during Lent. Catholics pray,
practice penance, do good works,
and fast.
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Gut Health—Heartburn & Reflux
By JANESHA RANGI (UWA Pharmacy
Student/Cunderdin Pharmacy)
What is Heartburn?
Heartburn, or reflux, occurs when stomach acid
flows back into the oesophagus (food pipe)
which causes irritation to the inner lining of the
oesophagus. Heartburn/reflux happens when
the stomach’s valve, which separates the
stomach and oesophagus, does not close
properly.
Symptoms can be worse when
bending down/over.

 Anxiety/stress
 Smoking
 Alcoholic drinks
 Lying down soon after eating
 Physical activity soon after eating
 Medical conditions (eg Gastro-oesophageal
reflux disease)

Medicines and Treatments

 An acid/sour/bitter taste in your mouth

Some medicines are available without a
prescription from a pharmacy. A pharmacist
can advise and/or refer you to a doctor when
necessary.
You should always let your
pharmacist know of your medications, medical
conditions, allergies
or
pregnant and
breastfeeding status so they can recommend the
right treatment for you.

 Sudden increase in saliva (hypersalivation)

Medicines that may help

 Burping/belching

Antacids

 Dry cough (especially at midnight)

 Works by neutralising the gastric acid in the
stomach for quick relief of symptoms

What are the Symptoms?
 Pain and discomfort in the upper body and
behind the beast bone
 Fluid or food from your stomach coming
into your mouth

Please see a doctor or pharmacist for any of
the following:

 Preferred if pregnant or breastfeeding

 A child for heartburn

 Do not take within 2 hours of medications

 Have chest pain that gets worse with/after
exercise which goes into the chin/left
shoulder

 Avoid using for longer than 1 - 2 weeks

 Over 50 years old and have new or
worsening symptoms
 Experienced no improvement after being
treated for heartburn for two weeks.

What are some risk factors which can trigger
or worsen heartburn:
 Some foods (spicy/junk/fatty foods)
 Caffeinated drinks (coffee/tea)

H2-antagonists
 Works by reducing the amount of gastric
acid produced in the stomach
 Can be used 30—60 minutes before eating if
reflux occurs with food/drinks
 Avoid using for longer than 1—2 weeks

Proton Pump Inhibitors (PPI’s)
 Works by reducing the amount of gastric
acid produced in the stomach

 Medication (eg Nurofen)

 Used to prevent heartburn/reflux symptoms
(does not provide a quick relief, therefore
antacids can be used with this)

 Having large meals

Self-care and Lifestyle Tips

 Eating too fast

 Avoid or reduce consumption of trigger
foods and drinks

 Soft drinks and sodas

FREE Meningococcal vaccine
for 1-4 Year Olds
By ZOE ASHBY-DEERING
A FREE vaccination to protect against
meningococcal strains ACWY is being offered to
all children aged 12 months to less than five
years.
Meningococcal disease is an uncommon, but
sometimes life-threatening illness. At any one
time, about 10 per cent of healthy people carry
meningococcal bacteria harmlessly in their nose
or throat and do not become ill. To reduce the
incidence of meningococcal disease among this
vulnerable age group, a free vaccine will be
available throughout 2018.

There will be an open clinic 9th March 8.30am—
10.30am.
Please contact Eastern Wheatbelt
Primary Health Service on 9041 0444 to register.

 Eat smaller meals more often than large
meals less often
 Do not rush when eating; chew slowly
 Quit smoking
 Weight loss if overweight
 Use an extra pillow or raise the bed’s head to
avoid lying down flat
 Wear loose clothing around your waist
 Avoid eating 2 hours before bed/lying down
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BEAUTICIAN

CARPENTER

CARPET CLEANER

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT

EARTH MOVING

GLASS SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL

PLUMBER

YOUR TRADE

PLUMBER

See your trades
here today
Only
$22
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High Standard of Muresk Degree will be Maintained
By LINDSAY MCNEILL
News that the funding for the
agribusiness degree at Muresk
Institute was to end and classes cease
in mid-2020 will not affect the
standard of education for the
remaining students.
Planning by professional staff is well
advanced to provide the students with
the full range of learning experiences
available previously. These include
lectures,
workshops,
laboratory
sessions, field work and visits to
exemplary agricultural and related
industries.
In response to industry demand, most
students have undertaken several
months of work placement during the
summer
break
in
businesses
including those conducting research
aimed at improving agricultural
production in WA.
Kevin Binning from York has
completed an internship with
Department of Agriculture and Water
in Canberra; Jeremy Bryan (Bindi
Bindi) has been working with
Lawson Grains harvesting, then with
Warakirri
Cropping
on
lime
application trials; Jack Sawyer
(Xantippe),
Alistair
Kelly
(Geraldton);
Jarrod
Barton
(Guildford) and Jessica Herzer
(Northam) worked with Australian
Grain Technologies in plant breeding
trials.
Jessica said she and the other

students from Muresk had harvested
trial plots using headers designed for
the purpose at sites across the
wheatbelt from Eradu in the north to
Merredin and south to Gnowangerup.
It had been a great learning
experience thanks to the full-time
staff and was work she’d consider
after graduation. “We weren’t only
involved in harvesting trail plots but
got to see the effects of soil type,
climate and plant breeding on
yields,” she said.
Jorden Mills (Corrigin) worked for
CBH in grain quality control and has
accepted a job with Rabobank while
continuing to study part-time while
completing her degree; Jessica Whyte
(Quairading) has been working for
CBH; Courtney Taylor (Albany)
worked for the WA Department of
Agriculture
and
Regional
Development and Angela Ryan
(Doodlakine)
with
ConsultAg
agricultural consulting group and
Elders.
Courtney worked in the laboratory at
DPIRD in Northam on research into
frost damage in barley. “Working
with the leader in barley research in
WA and having done the same work
during the 2016-17 harvest, gave me
information to use in my degree,” she
said.
Head of the School of Agribusiness
at Muresk, Dr Christine Storer, said
staff had met several times since

Students harvesting wheat breeding trials for AGT some of which were located at
Merredin

October last year to plan strategies
that ensured morale and quality of
education remain high during the
‘teach out’ of the degree.
“The quality of face-to-face learning
experiences in classrooms and
laboratories and off campus will be
the same high standard that has been
a feature of the degree course so far.
“Businesses that employed our first
graduates have applauded the degree
and keep demanding more of the
same,” she said.

“It is heartening to see the
determination of the students to
ensure they get the most out of the
opportunities the degree provides.
“Their
enthusiasm
for
and
involvement in work placements is a
good example of this,” Dr Storer
said.
There are opportunities for other
students who enrolled on line
recently to join classes in subjects
being run on campus until face-toface teaching ceases in 2020, she
said.

24

THE PHOENIX Friday, March 2nd, 2018

CLASSIFIEDS
Baha’i Faith

Position Vacant

Public Notices

In the sight of God colour makes no difference at all, He
looks at the hearts of men. That which God desires from
men is the heart.—’Abdu’l-Baha

For Rent
House to rent 3 x 1 furnished $210 per week.
Quiet area. Application forms available, please
call 0427 702 102.

For Sale
Roma Caravan 16’, brand new 3 way fridge $8000
ONO. Phone 0407 783 889 or 0429116877. Licence to
June 16, 2018. View at Men’s Shed.

RATES OFFICER
(Part time—20 hours per week)
We are seeking applications for the position of Rates
Officer. The primary responsibilities of the position
are:

ANNUAL ELECTORS MEETING 2016/2017

 maintaining and reconciling Council’s rate ledger;
 issuing of Rate Notices and attending to enquiries
from rate payers;

 managing and debt recovery of Council’s
outstanding rate debtors.

The position operates out of the administration office
located on Antares Street, Southern Cross under the
supervision of the Finance Manager.
While candidates with Local Government rates
experience would be preferred, applicants with
general
bookkeeping
and/or
administrative
experience are encouraged to apply as training will
be provided.
An information package is available at
www.yilgarn.wa.gov.au. Further information can be
obtained by contacting the Finance Manager on
9049 1001.

Position Vacant

Written applications, addressed to the CEO and
marked confidential, will be received up to 4:00pm
on Friday 16 March 2018.
Pascoe Durtanovich
Acting Chief Executive Officer

MALLEE HARVESTER OPERATOR
Kochii Eucalyptus Oil

Merredin Repertory Club AGM Monday 5th March
2018 7pm at the Tivoli Room. All welcome. Any
questions contact Gemma 0438 814 339.

An experienced and mechanically minded person is
required for year-round work, Kalannie to Bullfinch.

Merredin Landcare District Conservation (MLCDC)
AGM on 23r d March 2018 at 9am—11am at the
Agriculture Department conference room. All members
and new members welcome. Call Secretary Carol
0429 412 415.

The role involves;
 Harvesting mallees in farmland for Eucalyptus
Oil production,
 Loading out, using telehandler,
 Maintenance,
 Servicing,
 Use of a service truck. MR licence is essential.

Merredin CRC Special General Meeting for the
purpose of adopting the draft Constitution.
Tuesday the 20th March at 5.45pm at 110 Barrack
Street.

The successful applicant will be;



Part of a team but comfortable working solo around 70% of the time.



A self-starter and problem solver.



A safe worker and highly responsible
for machinery maintenance.



A good communicator whose ideas
and input will be welcomed.

Flexible shifts can be accommodated around many
available hours. Accommodation is provided but
not meals.
Kochii Eucalyptus Oil Pty Ltd has been operating
for 3 years and is expanding its operations.
Please contact Dan Wildy
Mobile: 0458 011 599
Email: danwildy@kochiioil.com.au

Thank You
Cockram, Arthur—Russell, Murray, Kylie and families
wish to thank everyone that attended Dad’s funeral, sent
flowers and cards and for all your love and support. A
special thanks to Dr Arno for all your help with Dad.
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Wheatbelt in a Snap
ARIES—March 21 to April 19
Quite a lot of changes take place this week as
it is a busy period with a lot of people vying
for your time and attention. Currently your
sights are on new horizons and the freedoms.

TAURUS—April 20 to May 20
There is a much stronger focus on your
inner private life, and a lot less focus on
chaotic circumstances surrounding friends
and the social scene. It is an excellent time
for initiatives together with enthusiastic
companions.

Grant Stainer captures the storm on the 25th as it
reached Merredin. This photo was taken from
Merredin Peak in the afternoon

Sharon Hawkes—A stripping summer

Basketball

Merredin Basketball Junior’s
15th February 2018
Under 12 Boys
Maroon 20 d. Black 10
Yellow 8 d. Red 7
Under 12 Girls
Black 40 d. White 12
Maroon 26 d. Green 12

22nd February 2018
Under 12 Boys
Maroon 17 draw Green 17
Yellow 16 d. Black 12
Under 12 Girls
Black 28 d. Maroon 17
White 22 d. Green 16

Under 16 Boys
Red 30 d. Purple 16
Best Players: Jack Downsborough, Paxton Creek, Trent
Caplan
Black 44 d. Blue 28
Best Players: Darcy Dixon, Mitchell Roissetter, Kyle
Wilcox

Under 16 Girls
Blue 40 d. Yellow 10
Best Players: Chloe Coomber, Kiara Flanagan, Josie
Hayden
Red 31 d. White 26
Best Players: Rebecca Nelson, Tiarna Hayden-Moseley,
Chloe Walsh

Gold 54 d. Green 23
Best Players: Thomas Flint, Darcy Lowe, Ashton Feifar
Maroon 58 d. Yellow 47
Best Players: Dylan Hayden, Reilley Ferguson, Monty
Woods
Under 16 Girls
Red 29 d. Blue 21
Best Players: Chloe Walsh, Chloe Coomber, Sybela
Tyak-White
White 46 d. Yellow 9
Best Players: Tiarna Hayden-Moseley, Kiara Flanagan,
Shayley Hendriks

Under 16 Boys
Maroon 65 d. Green 22
Best Players: Dylan Hayden, Sheldon Kuhne-Munroe,
Jay Fullar
Black 40 d. Gold 26
Best Players: Corey Craine, Darcy Dixon, Darcy Lowe
Blue 34 d. Red 30
Best Players: Patrick Withers, Gavin Muir, Mitchell
Roissetter
Purple 26 d. Yellow 25
Best Players: Sam Alberti, Simon Watson, Paxton Creek

Under 14 Boys Country Championships

CANCER—June 21 to July 22
Visions and dreams you have about what
the future can hold, particularly in far-off
places, become more concrete as
opportunities start to open up. It is a good
time for creative ventures, travel & film.
LEO—July 23 to August 22
A conjunction of your sign ruler, the Sun,
and the mystical and dreamy planet
Neptune, is like an emotional baptism in
the world of feelings and complex
emotional interaction.
VIRGO—August 23 to September 22
You are no longer in the mood to seek
agreement for that sake of harmony, and
now you are prepared to fight and
overcome any resistance you meet.
LIBRA—September 23rd October 22
A renewed focus on relationship issues,
meetings and dynamic communication.
You are willing to stick your neck out for
love, even if it means going against people
or circumstances in your domestic life.
SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21
This is a creative period for you, especially
regarding music and film, and it is also an
important time for children and romance.
Things can be confusing in these areas, and
the trick is to go with the flow.
SAGITARIUS—November 22 to December 21

Kids and loved ones are full in enthusiasm,
but finances may force them to be more
realistic about what they want. Emotionally
and spiritually, this is a great period for you,
and you can discover deep reserves of
wisdom and strength.
CAPRICORN—December 22 to January 19

By SONYA SMITH
The 2018 U14 Boys Country Championship team
this weekend sure did Merredin proud. All the boys
played their little hearts out coming away with one
win and four very close games against some very
tough teams. There were many laughs over the
weekend and memories for all the kids to take all
to take home. Massive thanks to Kris Hayden for
coaching, all the parents that stayed in with the
boys, Philippa and Wayne Davey, Tania Geier,
Aldele and Pat Alvaro. Also to Dionne HayesThompson for scoring all the games, Tash Caplan
for all your hard work as Country Week
Coordinator, Merredin Basketball Association and
all the families that helped and supported the boys
this weekend, you guys are amazing!

GEMINI—May 21 to June 20
The week starts with a shift of emphasis,
and this is positive for you, as you move
into a stronger position from where you
can take new initiatives. The focus is on
friends and organisations.

In your eyes some family members can seem
naïve, and it falls to you to pour cold water
on the more unrealistic schemes. Perhaps,
when people have revised their plans, they
will get your approval perhaps not.
AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18
Some worries about security and finance
evaporate as this week begins, and there is a
completely new focus on outreach, travel and
communication, especially in connection with
family or kids.

Back Row: Noah Hayes-Thompson, Kris Hayden Jnr, Kyle
Wilcox, Connor Davey, Campbell Gardiner and Coach Kris
Hayden Front Row: Kyle Alvaro, Will Wall and Mitch Geier

PISCES—February 19—March 20
This is the perfect week to take time out and
review progress so far over the last few months.
You will find that there are a number of issues
that need revisiting, and places you have to go
back to. It is all about refining and transforming
your ideas and concepts.
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Bruce Rock and Rolled

John ‘Pythagoras’ Rutherford
By SPIKE JONES
“Ruthers” played one Test match
against India in 1954 making 30 runs
and took one wicket in his only Test
match, being the very first Western
Australian to play Test cricket for
Australia.
He played A grade pennant cricket in
the WACA competition in Perth for
East Perth, University, Subiaco and
Perth, being captain of three of the
four cricket clubs.
John Rutherford was the captain of
the Western Australian Sheffield
cricket team in the late 1950’s.
During John’s cricket career he
studied at the University of Western
Australia and graduated as a science
teacher.

Michael Davis and Andrew Coumbe starred for Nungarin on Saturday

By M PATERSON
Tear-away quick Michael Davis led
the Nungarin Cricket Club to another
comprehensive victory over Bruce
Rock on Saturday the 17th of
February. Davis again ripped
through the top order, taking his
third successive five wicket haul.
After winning the toss and batting
first, Bruce Rock were rolled in the
20th over for just 72. Only some late
order striking from Brett Hinge (26
not out) provided any resistance to
the Panther attack. Melvin Deering’s
drift and turn on a spinning pitch
provided valuable back up to Davis.
Deering’s tight leg spinners yielded
3 wickets for 17 from his 4 overs,

while Davis finished with 5 wickets
for 18 from 9 overs.
In reply the Panthers chased down
the target in just 12 overs only two
wickets down. A 66 run opening
partnership
between
Nungarin
skipper Andrew Coumbe and
Michael Paterson was assisted by
four dropped catches.

A man of the match performance by
Nukarni’s Jason Partington in
Merredin last Saturday bought a
short winning streak to an end for
the Nungarin Cricket Club. After a
bright start by the Panthers,
Partington dominated with a 7
wicket haul to blow away
Nungarin’s hope for victory.
Bowling first, Nungarin’s bowlers
maintained a tight line and length,
in the absence of speedster Michael
Davis. A steady flow of wickets
throughout the innings saw Nukarni
restricted to just 114. Michael
Paterson 4 for 15 and Melvin
Deering 2 for 34, were the pick of

Again, John Rutherford was back
playing cricket this time for Merredin

After his retirement from teaching, he
was selected in the best 100 year
centenary Western Australia State
Country Week cricket team. After his
retirement from the game of cricket he
became a volunteer working on many
local projects in and around Merredin,
his main one being the Railway
Museum. I believe he had some
interest in the Visitor’s Centre which
on one occasion when money was
tight he helped out financially. John
was only going to stay in Merredin for
a short period but he was still here
volunteering 30 odd years later.
During this time he had a stint of
some five years as a Shire Councillor
on the Merredin Shire Council and in
his spare time he loved to do a little
prospecting for gold at Westonia.

He loves a little wry humour and a
good long talk if he gets hold of the
microphone. John is a true champion
of Merredin.

Coumbe finished 39 not out, as the
Panthers ran out comfortable winners
by 8 wickets. The quick finish
enabled an enjoyable early afternoon
socialising! Nungarin head to
Merredin next to take on association
leaders Nukarni in the last round
before finals.

Nungarin Knocked over by
Partington
By M WATERS

After John sustained a severe health
problem at the WACA cricket ground
whist playing cricket for Western
Australia, his 1st grade cricket career
was over. Like a true fighter that he
was, he fought back to coach the
young cricketers at the WACA, until
transferring in his employment as a
science teacher with the Education
Department of Western Australian to
the Merredin Senior High School.

Towns, a local cricket club affiliated
with the Merredin District Cricket
Association. He also participated at
Senior Country Week cricket making
many runs. Records indicate he made
211 runs in the final of Country Week
Cricket against arch rival Albany in
1965, being one of the greatest
innings ever seen at Senior Country
Week cricket.

the Panther bowlers, as Partington
top scored with 19.
Defending 114, Nukarni’s opening
bowlers Partington and Ben Jardine
fired up and ruined Nungarin’s day.
The Panthers moved to 2 for 29,
before any glimmer of hope was
soon smashed, the Panthers last 8
wickets fell for just 8 runs. Only
Paterson (13) and Caleb Shadbolt
(10) reached double figures, while
Jardine 3 for 12 and Partington 7
for 25 did all the damage with the
ball.
Nungarin head out to Narembeen
this Saturday to take on the Hawks
in a must win semi-final.

John Rutherford in Merredin

John Rutherford as a young West
Australian Cricket player

Wheatbelt in a Snap
By SPIKE JONES

Merredin Warriors

Merredin Junior Cricket was on
again in town on Saturday 17th
February.
Merredin defeated
Mukinbudin 120 to 93 and
believe me there is a bit of talent
around with these Juniors.
Players from both sides shook
hands at the completion of the
match and it’s a credit to players
from both towns and all the
people that attended.
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Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTON
Another successful night of bowling
was held on Friday February 23rd. The
bowlers were playing for trophies
sponsored by Two Dogs Home
Hardware.
Although the weather
turned out to be very windy and cold
it did not deter the enthusiastic group
of bowlers. The eventual winning
team was Scott Cooper, Debbie
Heinrich and Mick McCall and the
runners up were Steve Gregory, Allan
Walker and Jenny Wolfenden.
The Club would like to thank the
sponsors for their continued support.
The Men continued their Pennants
and on Saturday February 17 hosted
Bruce Rock.
Civic Gold played
Bruce Rock Gold and had an 8-0 win
and Civic Blue played Bruce Rock
Purple and had a 7-1 win. Saturday
February 24 Civic Gold travelled to
Yilgarn and had a 7-1 win. Civic
Blue travelled to Westonia and lost
1½ - 6½.
Some of the Mens Bowlers will be
travelling to Perth to compete in
Countryweek over the long weekend.
We wish them good bowling.
Ladies Pennant Wednesday February
21 – Civic Gold hosted Narembeen
and had a 3-1 win with Civic Blue
having the Bye.

A team of lady bowlers travelled to
Yilgarn recently to play in their Open
Day. The team of Kay Bush, Debbie
Heinrich and Christine Stapely and
Gail Lane were winners on the day.
A team of lady bowlers travelled to
Bruce Rock on Sunday February 18 to
compete in their Friendly Fours Open
Day. The team of Wendy Postans,
Jenny Wolfenden, Margaret Johnston
and Lou deLeuw were winners on the
day.
Coming Events
Men’s Pennants – Saturday March 10
Civic Blue v Merredin Blue and Civic
Gold v Merredin Red
Sunday March 11 – Club Day.
Ladies – Sunday March 4 Club Day
and Wednesday March 7 – meeting
3pm at Rec Centre.

Winners of the Bruce Rock Friendly Fours, Jenny Wolfenden, Margaret Johnston,
Wendy Postans and Lou De Leuw

Congratulations to Kay Bush, Gail
Lane from Civic and Kay Geier from
Westonia, who competed in the Inter
Zone Pairs at Wickepin recently
representing the Eastern Zone that
won the event.

Kay Bush has been chosen in the
Eastern Zone Fours Team to compete
at Jurien Bay on March 10-11.

Winners of Friday Night Bowls, Debbie Heinrich, Scott Cooper and Mick McCall

Shooting
18th February 2018
Bergen Routledge

99.2

Kellie Routledge

94.0

Saxon Rochford

92.1

John Ayres

91.1

Peter Hughes

88.0

Matt Lambert

88.0

Send your
‘Wheatbelt in a
Snap’ photo and
caption to

administration
@merredincrc.com
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Pink Stumps Day
By CHLOE LANE
On Friday, 9th February, the Merredin
Junior Cricket Association held an
event called Pink Stumps Day. Pink
Stumps Day raises funds for the
McGrath Foundation, which is a
charity that helps place Breast Care
Nurses wherever they are needed
around Australia.
The McGrath
Foundation provided pink stumps,
bandanas, bats, balls and money
collection boxes to help with the
occasion.

Merredin Junior Cricket Association
has two teams, Warriors and
Scorchers. The Pink Stumps Day
game was a derby and the boys all
wore pink shirts as well as the
bandanas for the game. We would like
to thank the 2017 Year 6 leavers from
St Mary’s Primary School for lending
their pink leavers’ shirts.
As part of our fundraising we had a
pink afternoon tea with Philippa Davey
making a beautiful Malteser slice, Gail
Lane making her legendary lemon
slice, Chloe Lane making some pink

cupcakes, Adele Alvaro making rum
balls, Naomi Junk making a pink
Wheetbix slice and Deonne Smith
filling pink cups with popcorn and
pink marshmallows, amongst other
yummy treats! In addition, many
people donated pink items to make two
hampers
which
were
raffled.
Congratulations to Philippa Davey and
Alex Settineri, the hamper winners.
After the game, everyone enjoyed a
meal at the Rec. Centre and we would
like to thank Belgravia, Marilyn Sayers
and her staff for their support in
helping raise further funds from
sharing the profits of the meals that
night.
All in all, it was a fantastic afternoon
and we managed to raise $1,012 in
total for the McGrath Foundation. A
big thank you to everyone who played
a part in supporting this worthwhile
cause.
Pink afternoon tea

Lachlan Alvaro and Joshua Grant hand over to the next pair of batsmen for Warriors

Scorchers and Warriors teams with
Coaches Darren Gardiner and Craig Lane

Josh Lane batting for Scorchers, watched
by Joshua Grant

