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By EMMA DAVIS 

The Christmas lights were 
twinkling, the presents were 
wrapped with an extra bit of 
sparkle, the smell of egg nog was 
in the air. It could only mean one 
thing, Christmas had descended 
on the Cummins Theatre. 

The Cummins Theatre ended their 
year of events on a high note with 
an outstanding night of 
entertainment in the form of the 
safari suit wearing, campari 
drinking, bexs powder snorting, 
organ playing wonder that is 
Barry Morgan in his one man 
show "Have Yourself a Barry 
Little Christmas". 

Over 120 guests piled into the 
Cummins auditorium to enjoy a 
night of Christmas frivolity. 
Starting with a roast Christmas 
dinner cooked expertly by a group 
of wonderful volunteers, the night 
was off to a roaring start. Special 
mention to Mr Greg Shea whose 
roasted meat was the highlight of 
the meal and remarked upon by 

A Barry Good Night at the Theatre 
Barry himself, despite its lacking 
of pineapple. 

After a few rounds at the bar and 
plenty of food to go around the 
show kicked off in true Barry 
Morgan style as he appeared on 
stage ready to rock his favourite 
Christmas carols on the most 
magical instrument of all time, the 
hammond organ. 

For those that are well acquainted 
with the organ and more used to 
its place in church halls and 
granny's house, this was not your 
typical organ performance as 
Barry busted out upbeat 
renditions of Away in the 
Manger, The Little Drummer 
Boy, Silent Night, and other 
Christmas favourites. Singing was 
encouraged and many joined in 
with a bit of 'Barry-o-ke' 
throughout the night. 

While the show was split into two 
halves, the dinner and show 
guests were greeted with a 
sumptuous dessert buffet at 
interval consisting of pavlova, 
plum pudding and custard, jelly, 
panettone, overflowing fruit 
platters, and fruit mince pies. It 
was soon demolished by the 
joyous crowd as the second half 
kicked back into gear, and Barry 
retook the stage. 

One of the highlights of the 
performance was the repertoire 
with the audience. Barry began 
the evening by revisiting those 
guests who he had interacted with 
on his previous visit including his 

'cowboy friend' Kevin Tengvall, 
and 'mum' Caryn Adamson. 

Those newly accustomed to 
Barry's style soon fell victim to 
his jokes including special 
mention to Wayne Davey who 
soon became the focus of Barry's 
attention throughout the evening, 
Verity Hughes who was brought 
up on stage for a dance to "Have 
Yourself a Barry Little 
Christmas" expertly sung by 
Verity herself, and Will Morris 
who was crowned with the role of 
'dad' and was brought up on stage 
to perform Barry's patented 'one-
finger method' of organ playing. 

This was truly a show for all ages 
with both young and old guests 
laughing, singing, and dancing 

along with Barry. Special mention 
must go to one of the older guests 
in the room Lillian Armstrong 
who delightfully assisted Barry 
with his costume change, from 
tracksuit to unmentionable small 
yellow shorts and a very tight 
fitting t-shirt. 

All in all it was a spectacular way 
to finish the year and a true 
example of what the Cummins 
Theatre has been working on for 
the community, wonderful shows, 
wonderful food, all supported by 
a wonderful group of volunteers 
and helpers. Thank you to 
everyone that made 2017 a 
spectacular year and we hope to 
see you at the Theatre again in 
2018. 

Will Morris leading the crowd in the one finger method  

Verity Hughes dancing up a storm with 
Barry Morgan 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Every Saturday & Sunday 

Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, 
Tammin—9am—1pm—Call Glenice on  
0428 371 221. 

 REGULAR EVENTS 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—
Playgroup for 0—4 year olds.  Contact 
Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962 & 
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

A-Choired Taste (formerly Merredin 
Community Singers) – All levels 
welcome and all tastes catered for. 
Monday evening at the Senior Centre. 
7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further 
information Langley Smith 0409 106 
649. 

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig 
Rd and South Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th 
Sundays 10am, 2nd & 4th Sundays 
11.30am.  Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427 605 
331.   

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm 
until 9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in 
Coronation St.  First night is free.  

THE PHOENIX 
Produced fortnightly  

Merredin Community Resource Centre 
110 Barrack Street,  Merredin                
Ph: 9041 1041  Fax: 9041 1042 

Deadlines  
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE) 

Articles:  5pm Wednesday 
Adverts: Booking 5pm Thursday 

Copy finalised 11am Friday    
Classifieds: 10am Monday 

Contacts:    
Content/production—Kirsty Rochford  

9041 1041 
administration@merredincrc.com 

Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041  
merredin@crc.net.au 

Advertising—Morgann Tranter 
marketing@merredincrc.com 

Upcoming Editions 
19th January 

2nd February & 16th February 
Available as an online subscription, 

www.merredincrc.com 
Currently distributing @ 650 copies to 
Bencubbin, Bruce Rock, Doodlakine, 
Kellerberrin, Merredin, Narembeen, 

Nungarin, Southern Cross, Tammin & 
Westonia. 

Beginners to advanced.  Call Anjoeen 
on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the Chemist 
or Lyn at the Post Office. 

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am 
Sunday Worship and Sunday School Ph  
0408 484 711 

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call 
Dennis on 0411 984 123 for more info. 

Merredin Camera Club—  next meeting 
13th December at 7pm, playgroup 
building, Throssell Road. December: 
Photo of the Year/Christmas. Email 
Daina for more info: 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com. 

Merredin Churches Fraternal—PO Box 
463, Merredin, Malcolm Clark   
9041 5215. 

Merredin Museum & Historical 
Society—Meetings first Wednesday of 
the month 5.00pm at Railway Museum.  
All Welcome.   

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call 
Steve for more info on 0428 412 213. 

Merredin United in Prayer—
Cornerstone Christian Bookshop, 7pm 
last Thursday of the Month. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

SPIKE SAYS 

What are your thoughts on breastfeeding in public? 

Steve Oliver – 
Breastfeeding is 

perfectly fine.  
Babies growth is 
most important.  
Most women 

feeding in public 
are very respectful.  
We should 
embrace what is 

natural. 

Asha Carr – I give 
10 points to Mums 
that can breastfeed 
but I struggled with 
both babies, 
especially in public 
as my boobs were 
too big.  I needed a 
quilt to cover 
myself. 

Marie Snell – it is a 
parents right to feed 
their baby when and 
how they need or 
want to.  It isn’t right 
to judge where 
parents feed their 
babies respectfully.  
Babies shouldn’t go 
hungry because of 
poor public opinion. 

Sarah Vicary – 
we, as adults, get 
to eat and drink in 
public, so why 
can’t babies?  
Would you rather 
hear a baby 
screaming? 

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 
10am Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 
796 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—
11.30 during the school term at 
Throssell Road, opposite the pool.  
Contact Carissa Amm on 0433 340 441. 

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each 
month, 12 noon, Shed Restaurant 
unless otherwise advised, contact Julie 
Townrow 0429 411 377 or email 
julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, 
Throssell Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm 
(School terms), Emma Aitken  
0487 351 167. 

Senior’s Centre Craft Group—
Wednesday mornings 9.30—11.30, 
bring your own crafts, learn a new craft 
or just come for a chat. 

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every 
Thursday morning 10.00—11.30am at 
the Senior’s Centre.  Free.  All welcome. 

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—
3.00pm at the Senior’s Centre. 
Afternoon tea to follow.  Free. 

Seventh-day Adventist Church—
Kitchener Road, 11am Saturday Family 
Worship, 9.30am Saturday Bible Study.  
Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 3056. 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
Kellerberrin—8:00am every Sunday. 
Father Andrew Bowron Ph 9041 1118. 

St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—
South Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. 
Saturday evenings 6.30pm. Father 
Andrew Bowron, Ph 9041  1118. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am 
at the Merredin Library, for children up 
to 5 years old. 

Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell 
their stories or just listen. Mondays 
10.00am—11.30am, starting with 
morning tea.  Senior’s Centre.  $1. 

Tribal Belly Dancing—Fun and fitness 
for all ages and levels of experience.  
Mondays 5.30—7.00pm.  First night is 
free. 110 Barrack Street. Contact Kirsty 
9041 1041.   

Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am 
Sunday Service, Ph 0457 329 850. 

 

Katie Endersbee—Thumbs 
up for the lovely families 
who use Madcaps, your 
gorgeous children are the 
best part of our job. 

Erinn Stevens—A huge 
thumbs up to Di and Kate 
and the staff at Dimensions 
Cafe for the wonderful 
service they provided the 
community.  We were 
always made to feel 
welcome, like we were more 
like family coming to have a 
meal in their 'home'.  We 
will miss their beautiful 
smiles greeting us but wish 
all of the staff the very best 
for their future endeavours. 

Emma Myers—Thumbs 
down for the vandalism to 
the fence at Apex Park and 
the fact that nothing has 
been done about it yet? (Not 
very safe for the kids). 

https://www.facebook.com/erinnmareee?fref=gc&dti=490300184343925
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By DEBBIE MORRIS 

On Tuesday 19 December many of the 
residents from Merrittville and the 
committee got together in the Village 
Hall for a Christmas Party.   

Donna Crook, President of the 
Merrittville Committee thanked the 
residents for coming along and for their 
support for the new committee and 
wished them all a very merry 
Christmas. 

Donna then assisted Father Christmas 
with handing out the gifts to each of the 
residents, who were asked to come up 
and collect their gift, tell everyone their 
name and say what unit they were in.  
Many of the ladies took the opportunity 
to sit on Father Christmas’ knee for a 
photo. Interestingly none of the men sat 
on his knee. 

Some Merriment at Merrittville 
After all the residents had received their 
gifts, Donna introduced the Committee 
and they also received a gift and some 
sat on Father Christmas’ knee too. 

Audelle Donovan thanked the new 
Committee for putting on the Christmas 
party.  A huge thank you to Father 
Christmas for taking the time out of his 
busy schedule this time of year to visit 
Merrittville. 

The new Merrittville Committee 
members are – Donna Crook 
(President), Vanda Harrison (Vice 
President), Debbie Morris (Secretary), 
Kerry Kretschmer (Treasurer) and 
Committee members – Robert 
Broomhall, Julie Flockart, Jan Fox, 
Beth Gearing, Heather Giles, Wendy 
Jardine, Thelma Motzel, Sue Newton, 
Esther Robartson, Dianne Rogers and 
Maria Young. 

If anyone is interested in putting their 
name down for a unit at Merrittville 
please contact any of the Committee, 
write to PO Box 106 Merredin or phone 
0459 027 862 to obtain an application 
form. 

Gloria Banks Committee Members Donna Crook & Debbie 
Morris 

Terry Keitel 

Dot Robinson 

Alma West 

Val Tengvall 
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Tales of the Past 

I am just listening to the ABC News 
and one item is of the new China 
policy to no longer buy Australian 
waste for recycling. It reminded me 
of time spent working in the 
Republic of Ireland from 2001 until 
2005 and a company which set up an 
industry to reuse waste products. 
This company manufactured new 
plastic products from old plastic. The 
top lids of plastic bottles were used 
to make water pipes if suitable. If 
that was not possible then those 
articles were used to make plastic 
shopping bags. People were 
employed to remove lids and the 
small pieces which usually held the 

lid in place. 

The plastic bottles provided the most 
magical transformation. They were 
turned into the “fleece” material 
which is used to make warm tops and 
jackets.  

It seems that we need to begin 
thinking laterally as to how we can 
reuse our waste material. If the Irish 
could do this at least 12 years ago, 
surely Australians can do the same 
today. On the other hand, we also 
need to rethink how to cut down on 
waste products altogether. 

 

Library Musings 

By WENDY PORTER Merredin 
Librarian 

In the last Library Musings I 
mentioned that Merredin Library 
members have access to many 
electronic resources that they can 
access from home.  For those who 
did not know of these resources here 
is a quick description. 

OverDrive is a platform that gives 
library members access to over 
11000 eBooks and eAudiobooks.  
All you need is a library card and an 
eBook reader and the Library app 
for OverDrive (Libby).  
Unfortunately at the moment the app 
will not work on a Kindle, but will 
work on any ios or android device or 
a PC.  Items can either be 
downloaded to a device to read (or 
listen to) offline or accessed online. 

Bolinda BorrowBox is a platform 
that gives members access to over 
6000 eAudiobooks and eBooks 
through the BorrowBox app.  The 

audiobooks can be played with a 
device that has a media player.  
Once again the items can be 
downloaded or listened to online. 

RBDigital is a platform that gives 
access to online Magazines through 
the Zinio app.  The collection 
includes over 300 magazine titles on 
subjects including architecture, 
business and finance, bridal, 
children, crafts, health and fitness, 
lifestyle, religion, science and 
nature and many more.  Magazines 
can be downloaded to the Zinio app 
or read online.  All links in the 
magazines are live. 

The Computer School is an online 
tutorial database covering topics 
such as kids safety, Microsoft 
(including windows 10), adobe, 
Android, Google, Androids, Music, 
Coding, Social media and much 
more.  There are more than 10000 
tutorials for members to access 
including modules for assessments 
and certificates. 

Jamie Aurisch was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Methylamphetamine) was fined 
$350 and ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85. 

Malike Blurton was convicted of 
being a driver who failed to ensure 
that a passenger under 16 wore a 
seatbelt and was fined $700.  She 
was also convicted of using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road, fined 
$100, ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85 and had to pay a half annual 
licence fee of $104.62. 

Robert Breese was convicted of 
driving (or attempting to drive) a 
motor vehicle on a public road with a 
blood alcohol content exceeding 
0.05g was fined $500, was ordered 
to pay costs of $190.85 and had his 
licence suspended for 6 months. 

Shane Bushell was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), was ordered to undertake 
drug counselling and to pay costs of 
$420.85, he was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, was convicted of cultivating 
a prohibited plant, convicted of 
being an unlicensed person who 
possesses firearm/ammunition and 
was convicted of receiving, for 
which he received a global 6 month 
community based order.  

Bailey Carroll was convicted of 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property and 2 counts of aggravated 
burglary and commit and received a 
continuation of his community based 
order.  He was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), was fined $600 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85, he 
was also convicted of possessing 
drug paraphernalia in or on which 
there was a prohibited drug or plant, 
was fined $150 and ordered to pay 
costs of $190.85. 

Vittorio Cavion plead guilty to 
driving or using a vehicle that did 
not comply with the vehicle 
standards regulations and was fined 
$100, he also plead guilty to using an 
unlicensed vehicle on a road, was 
fined $80 and ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85. 

Christopher Davis was convicted of 
possessing drug paraphernalia in or 
on which there was a prohibited drug 
or plant, was fined $200 and ordered 
to pay costs of $190.85. 

Shane Eriksen was convicted of 
criminal damage or destruction of 
property, was fined $800 and was 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Bradley Gardner was convicted of 
obstructing public officers, was fined 
$500 and ordered to pay costs of 
$188. 

Jay Heel was convicted of having no 
authority to drive (fines suspended) 
and was fined $300.  He was 

convicted of driving a vehicle 
contrary to a defect notice, was fined 
$600 and ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85.  He was also convicted of 
driving, causing or permitting a 
vehicle with a forged, replica or false 
plate to be driven on a road, was 
fined $200 and ordered to pay costs 
of $190.85. 

Ian Kanini was convicted of 
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per 
100ml of blood, was fined $500, was 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85 and 
had his licence suspended for 6 
months. 

Jerome Legg was convicted of 
disorderly behaviour in public, was 
fined $700 and ordered to pay costs 
of $190.85. 

Nathan Millane was convicted of 2 
counts of burglary, in the place of 
another person without consent and 2 
counts of stealing and was fined 
$3000. 

Robin Oakley was convicted of 
behaving in a disorderly manner in a 
public place or in sight or hearing of 
any person in a public place, was 
fined $350 and ordered to pay costs 
of $190.85. 

Shayne Parker was convicted of 
possessing a controlled weapon, was 
fined $450 and was ordered to pay 
costs of $190.85. 

Joshua Powell was convicted of 
possessing stolen or unlawfully 
obtained property and received a 6 
month community based order. 

Allan Tilbrook was found guilty of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis), was fined $600 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85, he 
was found guilty of possessing drug 
paraphernalia in or on which there 
was a prohibited drug or plant, was 
fined $600 and ordered to pay costs 
of $190.85 and he was found guilty 
of being an owner or lessee who 
permits use of premises, was fined 
$600 and ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85. 

David Verhoog was convicted or 
exceeding the speed limit between 
10 and 19km/h, was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85.   

Tom Wood was convicted of having 
no authority to drive (expired) and 
was fined $100.  He was convicted 
of reckless driving, fined $600, 
ordered to pay cost of $190.85 and 
had his licence suspended for 6 
months.  He was also convicted of 
using an unlicensed vehicle on a road 
and fined $100. 

William Stevenson was convicted of 
exceeding the speed limit between 
10 and 19km/h was fined $200 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Deanna Taumalolo was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited drug 
(Cannabis) was fined $400 and 

ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Selina Ring was convicted of 
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per 
100ml of blood, was fined $750 and 
was ordered to pay costs of $190.85 
and had her licence suspended for 9 
months. 

 

Court Report 19th December 2017 

Martin Whippey was convicted of 
carrying (possessing) an article with 
intent to cause fear and was fined 
$500, he was convicted of offering to 
sell or supply a prohibited drug and 
was fined $1300, he was also 
convicted of 2 counts of breach of 
bail (failure to appear soon after) and 
was fined $900. 
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By EMMA DAVIS 

Christmas is a wonderful time of year 
to meet up with family and friends, 
share a meal, and give to those less 
fortunate. The holiday season makes us 
take stock of what we have and then 
realise we have a whole lot to give to 
other people. 

While Christmas may have come and 
gone for another year, it's not too late 
to give back to the community and the 
Cummins Theatre may just have the 
most fun volunteer opportunities 
available in 2018 to make you feel 
warm and fuzzy while giving back to 
the arts. 

For the past few years a strong but 
small group of volunteers has helped to 
make the majestic Cummins Theatre 
operate on a daily basis. There are 
those behind the bar from the Merredin 
Repertory Club, those in the office 
helping to catalogue old show posters 
and programs, volunteer photographers 
at our shows, those that set up for our 
events by putting out chairs and tables, 
and people who just come along and 
ask "What can I do?" 

In 2018 the Cummins Theatre would 
like to give even more people the 
opportunity to become involved and 
learn some skills along the way in the 
following positions: 

Show Reviewers 
Are you a wonder with words? Do you 
like seeing shows and having your 
thoughts shared with the community? 
Then this is the role for you! Show 
reviewers attend theatre productions at 
the Cummins Theatre and write articles 
that can then be published in the 
Phoenix and newsletters. All show 
reviewers receive a free ticket to the 
show they are reviewing and training 
in how to write a first class review. 
 
Show and Event Photographers 
We host a lot of events! Often, though, 
we are so busy putting the event 
together that we don't have any 
photographs of the fun that took place 
to show everyone afterwards. Show 
and event photographers receive a free 
ticket to the show or event they are 
photographing and training. 
Photographers must have their own 
equipment (it doesn't have to be 

Giving Back to the Arts 
fancy). 
 
Front of House Attendants 
Ripping tickets, showing people to 
their seats, putting out chairs, and 
ensuring everyone is having a good 
time are all a part of a front of house 
attendants job. They are the first face 
you see when you come to the theatre. 
If you are a friendly person who likes 
to help others then this is the role for 
you. All front of house attendants 
receive training and a free ticket to the 
show or event they are assisting. 
 
Technical Operators and Mechanists 
Ever wondered what it takes to get a 
show from whoa to go! It all comes 
down to an amazing team of 
technicians and mechanists. It sounds 
tricky but if you can carry a box or 
plug in a cord then you have a lot of 
the skills required already. All 
technical operators and mechanists 
receive training before their first show 
and a free ticket to the show they are 
assisting. 
 
Cummins Kids Coordinators 
If you have an affinity with children 
and young people and want to assist in 
the Cummins Kids program then we 
have plenty of roles for you. 
Throughout the year Cummins Kids 
hosts a range of events from craft 
sessions, to performances, workshops, 
baking days, and many others. We are 
on the look out for responsible adults 
who are willing to assist in this 
program. You can choose to help at 
one or all Cummins Kids events. Full 
training will be provided as well as a 
free working with children check card 
for all volunteers. All Cummins Kids 
events are run by professional artists 
and arts workers, and offer a wonderful 
opportunity to learn alongside these 
professionals. 
 
These are just some of the roles 
available. There is something for 
anyone and everyone. Each volunteer 
can choose to help at as many or as few 
events as they please. If you would like 
more information about volunteering at 
the Cummins Theatre or you would 
like to get involved, please email 
Emma at the Cummins Theatre at  
cumminstheatre@merredin.wa.gov.au 
or call (08) 9041 3295. 

Emma & Ben Davis—Cummins Theatre Managers 
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Science 

By GRANT STAINER 

Have you ever wondered about how 
touchscreens work whilst you are using 
your smartphone or tablet in your daily 
life? It is a clever application of a very 
old area of physics, known as 
capacitance.  

Touchscreens have two layers of glass. 
These sit above the LCD screen that 
displays whatever you are looking at.  

The top layer of glass is mostly for 
protection of the important stuff below. 
This is the layer you touch.  

The glass layer below the top one is the 
really important one. It has a wires 
crossing it horizontally on one side, and 
vertically on the other side of the glass. 
This creates a detailed grid of wires, 
which are so thin that you cannot see 
them. These wires are connected to the 
battery, each side to a different terminal.  

The glass separating the horizontal and 
vertical wires provides insulation that 
prevents a circuit being completed. 
However, where the wires cross, a local 
electric field is created. This electric 
field is small, but large enough to 
extend above the top layer of glass. The 
strength of these small local electric 
fields at each intersection are measured 
by sensors hundreds of times each 
second.  

When nothing is touching the screen, 
these electric fields are all of a known, 

Controlling the screen 
standard strength. However, when a 
finger touches the screen, that is when 
things change.  

Like the rest of your body, your finger 
contains a lot of salty water. This means 
that there are plenty of charged ions 
floating around in solution in your 
finger.  

When you put your finger on the screen, 
the electric field where the wires cross 
rearrange the charged ions in your 
finger, with the resultant effect being a 
large increase in the strength of the 
electric field at that point. This is 
detected and measured by the sensors, 
meaning that the position of your finger 
can be precisely determined.  

Touchscreens work when they detect 
something with the same conductivity as 
a finger, but will not work when touched 
with items that either conduct too little 
electricity or too much electricity, such 
as gloves or pens.  

Through this clever use of physics, you 
are able to use your smartphone or tablet 
for whatever you use it for to organise 
your life and communicate with others.  

For more detailed information, check 
out the article on the ABC Science 
website at http://www.abc.net.au/news/
science/2017-08-17/how-touch-screen-
phones-work/8790326?
utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email
&utm_campaig%E2%80%A6   

40CM Pedestal Fan 

3 speed 

Fixed or oscillating function 

Tilt adjustable 

HOME 
TEAM 

SPECIAL 

$14.99 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2017-08-17/how-touch-screen-phones-work/8790326?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaig%E2%80%A6
http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2017-08-17/how-touch-screen-phones-work/8790326?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaig%E2%80%A6
http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2017-08-17/how-touch-screen-phones-work/8790326?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaig%E2%80%A6
http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2017-08-17/how-touch-screen-phones-work/8790326?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaig%E2%80%A6
http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2017-08-17/how-touch-screen-phones-work/8790326?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaig%E2%80%A6
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MERREDIN TOWN SITE 
 

CORELLA RE-LOCATION 
PROGRAM 

 
The Shire of Merredin will begin a programme to 
control the Corellas that are currently in the 
Merredin town site and causing major damage to 
the parks, gardens and trees. This will be 
achieved by the use of Bird Scare Shot, a non-
lethal means to move them from the town. If this 
programme fails to move the birds on, the Shire 
has been granted a Licence to cull the birds in a 
further effort to move the birds on from 
Merredin. 

This programme will commence in the early 
morning and late afternoons Monday to Friday 
beginning in early January 2018.  

By BEV FLOCKART 

The AGM of the Merredin 
Military Museum was held 
on Saturday 16th December 
2017. 

This was a very successful 
meeting with 10 members 
present and 6 apologies 
tendered. 

The following people were 
elected to the Executive of 
the group. 

President Mike Ivey, Vice 
President and Curator Rob 
Endersbee, Secretary Terry 
Pick, and Treasurer Mick 
Allen. 

The new committee 
comprises Dave Brown, 
Max Hayes, Audelle 
Donovan, Coralie Endersbee 
and Vicki Allen. 

Congratulations to you all. 
This will be a big year as we 
work together to make our 
museum more impressive 
and also strive to obtain 
grants to provide a new shed 
to house our aircraft and 
security for our growing 
collection. 

The President’s report 
covered the completion of 
the “Remembering Them 
Project” and is official 
unveiling. A worthy project 
which took nearly 3 years to 
complete. We are currently 
in negotiations with the 
shire over the lease of the 
land on which our museum 
sits. 

We were pleased to have 
had nearly 1400 visitors 
through our gates to see our 
displays this year. Thank 
you to our members who 
open up the museum so 
regularly for our visitors. 

The Curator’s report 
outlined the receipt of the 
Kiowa plane which is the 
only one of its kind to be 
located at a WA museum. 
We continue to search for 
some parts to complete this 

Merredin Military Museum AGM 

plane. We acquired a naval 
cannon, some modern navy 
uniforms, a US radio 
receiver which was fitted to 
aircraft such as B24 
liberators and DC3 
transports. 

We look forward to 
continuing to increase our 
collection and improve the 
surrounds of the museum. It 
is located in a perfect 
position on Great Eastern 
Highway to attract many 
tourists passing through 
Merredin. More visitors will 
be of great value to our 
Museum and also our town. 

Following the AGM, a 
general meeting of the 
committee was held. 

It was decided to hold the 
next meeting on 24th 
February at 3pm. 

It will be a big year for 
military institutions and 
museums, as 2018 marks the 
centenary of the end of 
WW1. Rob Endersbee 
Curator indicated that 
Merredin will work on plans 
to hold an official event to 
mark this milestone. 

A number of in-house 
decisions were made by this 
new committee, which will 
increase its efficiency and 

access for the public. 

We look forward to many 
interesting new activities to 
be introduced in 2018. 
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By JODIE THOMSON 

Residents, local shires and sporting 
clubs in the Wheatbelt are reminded 
to be on the lookout for Australian 
plague locusts. 

Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development 
entomologist Svetlana Micic said 
while locust numbers had been 
relatively low this spring, there had 
been reports of loose swarms in 
agricultural areas and more recently, 
locust activity in towns. 

“We have received reports of locusts 
feeding at town amenities including 
turf and gardens, at Northam, York, 
Beverley and Southern Cross,” Ms 
Micic said. 

“Green plants, bushes, turf and lawn 
may be at risk of damage from adult 
locusts, particularly as crops hay off 
and locusts search for green feed.” 

Ms Micic reminded landholders, 
particularly local governments or 
sporting associations, to monitor 
their gardens and lawns to determine 
whether control was required. 

“If insecticide spraying of adult 

Locust watch for Wheatbelt 
locusts is required, it needs to be 
done quickly so frequent monitoring 
is important,” she said. 

“Other management options include 
using insect netting over plants that 
owners want to protect. The netting 
should not be green. 

“A naturally occurring 
fungus, Metarhizium anisopliae, 
which is available commercially, is 
another option for locust control but 
it takes several days to have an effect 
and it will not protect the plants if 
damage is already occurring.” 

She said travellers could also 
consider attaching an insect screen, 
not green in colour, to their external 
radiator air-inlet to give protection to 
vehicles.  

The alert follows an earlier reminder 
to broadacre farmers to monitor 
hopper and adult locust numbers and 
to undertake control measures where 
needed. 

Landholders are reminded to follow 
label directions when using 
chemicals. 

By DEBBIE MORRIS 

Representatives from the Railway 
Museum, Shire of Merredin and 
Wheatbelt Building Supplies met on 
Tuesday 12 December to inspect 
and sign off on the completion of 
the cover over the rolling stock 
(trains), 10 days prior to the initial 
finish date. 

The cover looks absolutely fantastic 
and as well as protecting the trains 
from deteriorating, it is extremely 
aesthetically complementary to the 
current station buildings. 

There is still some work to be 
undertaken by the Shire including 
channelling the rainwater into the 
drain, trimming of the large 
peppercorn tree to eliminate it 
removing the colour on the roof of 
the cover and install reticulation 
where it had been damaged through 
construction of the cover.   

The Railway Museum Committee 
are very appreciative of the funding 
received from Lotterywest 
($180,000), Shire of Merredin 
($20,000), Collgar ($20,000) and 

Railway Museum Rolling 
Stock Cover Completed 

Wheatbelt Development 
Commission – Community Chest 
($20,000). 

On Saturday 14 April 2018 the 
Railway Museum Committee will 
host an open day at the Museum 
which will include an official 
opening of the cover.  John 
Rutherford, a long time Museum 
Committee member was the 
person who first proposed the 
cover over 10 years ago, has 
indicated he is keen to attend the 
opening. 

Image courtesy of Kerry Brown Image courtesy of Kerry Brown 
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CARPET CLEANER 

BEAUTICIAN 

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL PEST CONTROL 

GLASS SERVICES EARTH MOVING 

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT 

See your trades 
here today 

Only 
$22 

CARPENTER CABINET MAKING 

YOUR TRADE 

PLUMBER 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Position Vacant 

PISCES—February 19—March 20 
This is quite a spiritual period which can lead to a 
psychological transformation. Partners may be 
confused about their own family issues this week, 
and could benefit from your strong guidance and 
convictions. Socially there are big new changes. 

Horoscopes 

ARIES—March 21 to April 19 
Ambitions and plans for the future are discussed 
and you tend to be quietly supportive. This is a 
period of self-examination for you, when you are 
profoundly aware of your inner emotional 
dynamics. 

TAURUS—April 20 to May 20 
You are now willing to join forces with someone 
and make a major long-term commitment for the 
new year. It is an excellent time for planning your 
future and especially for expanding your 
intellectual and cultural horizons through travel or 
study.  

GEMINI—May 21 to June 20 
Gaining clarity about what you want to do, where 
you want to go and who you want to be with is 
what is important now. Some of the things you 
have been involved with seem of little importance 
now   and those people are ready to move on.  

CANCER—June 21 to July 22 
Partners may seem newly empowered, and 
relationships are put on a new footing as positive 
trends for the future are cemented. Your best 
strategy at this time is to tune in and help other 
people get stronger, because their empowerment is 
also good for you. 

LEO—July 23 to August 22 
There are crucial new trends beginning, and they 
may be the subject of discussions this week. From 
a health point of view, a systematic program of 
training or diet is favoured and could bring good 
results over the next couple of years. 

VIRGO—August 23 to September 22 
Currently there is a lot of focus on deciphering the 
signals of partners and loved ones to find out what 
they really want. Your over-optimistic ideas about 
the future may have lost relevance as facts on the 
ground replace fictional aspirations. 

SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21 
It's a magical time which is excellent for enjoying 
children on the one hand, and romantic connections 
on the other. People you are close to and brothers 
or sisters in particular, are the bearers of news 
about important new trends beginning in their lives. 

SAGITARIUS—November 22 to December 21 
People are dependent on your enthusiasm and you 
do not want to disappoint. There is an important 
new focus on economic management with the 
approach of the new year, and it is a good time to 
work on budgeting and savings, consolidating your 
finances or taking on more work. 

CAPRICORN—December 22 to January 19 
A period of powerful transformation, new goals, 
and a new perspective as to how to channel you 
determination and willpower. Children become 
close and romance is on the agenda, whilst 
relationship commitments are favoured and on 
your own terms.   

AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18 
It can seem like your social life is superficial and 
that somehow you have moved on. Family and 
loved ones are close and supportive and may feel 
the same as you. This is a favourable time for 
creative partnerships which focus more on 
developments in your inner life than outer success.  

LIBRA—September 23rd October 22 
There are new realities to face and new 
responsibilities to take on which involve the whole 
family. People are prepared to make structural 
changes and invest what it takes to reach a goal. 
Your ambitions are awakened, and you are willing 
to work hard so that you can live a better life. 

Public Notices 

SHIRE OF MERREDIN 

PROPOSAL TO DISPOSE OF PROPERTY 

The Shire of Merredin proposes to sub-lease the 
following properties: 

Reserve 10359, Lot 1503, Portion A to 
the Merredin Military Museum for a 5 
year term expiring on 31 January 2023, 
with an option to renew for a further 4 
year term expiring on 31 January 2027 
for the consideration of $520 per annum; 
and 

Reserve 10359, Lot 1503, Portion C to 
the Merredin Museum and Historical 
Society Inc for a 5 year term expiring on 
30 November 2022, with an option to 
renew for a further 5 year term expiring 
on 30 June 2027 for the consideration of 
$520 per annum. 

Further information is available from the 
minutes of Council’s November 2017 and 
December 2017 meetings which are available on 
Council’s website. Members of the public are 
invited to make submissions in relation to the 
proposal. 

Submissions should be addressed to Chief 
Executive Officer and can be posted to PO Box 
42 Merredin WA 6415, emailed to 
admin@merredin.wa.gov.au or hand delivered 
to the Administration Office during normal 
business hours and are to be received before 
4.00pm on Monday 22 January 2018. 

Greg Powell 

Chief Executive Officer 

I am applying for a General Auctioneer 
Licence.  A J  Gamble 0429 192 465. 

Merredin Netball Association will be holding 
their 2018 AGM on Monday 5th February.  This 
will be held at the Merredin Recreation Centre 
from 6—7.30pm.  All Welcome. 

Public Notices 

By ALEX MASSEY 

Christmas is ruined for more than 400 Western 
Australians and their families after the McGowan 
Government slammed the door on two new iron 
ore mines in the Yilgarn.  

In a direct contradiction to the Premier’s election 
promise to create employment, Mark McGowan 
today slashed 420 jobs by rejecting Mineral 
Resources’ proposal to develop the Jackson 5 and 
Bungalbin East iron ore deposits in the Helena-
Aurora Range.  

The Nationals Leader Mia Davies, whose Central 
Wheatbelt electorate takes in the two projects, said 
a further 1000 indirect jobs would also be lost.  

“Labor’s attack on regional employment in 
Western Australia knows no bounds,” Ms Davies 
said. “I hope the Premier and Minister for 
Environment enjoy their Christmas Day because 
they have condemned 400-plus families to a 
festive season of misery.  

“This project represented a considerable economic 
opportunity for our region with Minerals 
Resources committing to maximise local content 
and employment.  

“Min Res had also committed to examine 
exporting iron ore through the port of Esperance, 

 McGowan kills jobs just in time for Christmas  
providing a crucial boost for the local economy.  

“All of which is now dead in the water.”  

Ms Davies said it was disappointing that Labor’s 
“green caucus” had won the day.  

“MPs such as Chris Tallentire, a former director of 
the Conservation Council of WA, will be popping 
champagne corks today,” Ms Davies said.  

“The Premier and Environment Minister have 
failed to overcome their party’s internal divisions 
and green-leanings to ensure a good outcome for 
jobs, which was supposedly the number one 
priority of this Labor Government.”  

Ms Davies said the McGowan Government had 
missed a chance to help Western Australia’s 
wounded finances by rejecting the two new mines.  

“At a time when the Labor Government is causing 
chaos and heartache in regional Western Australia 
by closing vital regional institutions such as 
School of the Air all in the name of saving cash, it 
has forgone $65 million a year and $10 billion in 
economic activity with one stroke of a pen,” Ms 
Davies said.  

“Sadly, to make up for the shortfall, we can expect 
more cuts to key regional services in Western 
Australia as the McGowan Government looks to 
prop up Metronet and other Perth projects.”  

mailto:admin@merredin.wa.gov.au
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Swimming 

Swimming instructors getting ready to teach the kids at the Merredin pool how to swim.  
Megan Simmonds, Judy Jefferys, Julia Oh, Adrianna Gamble & Mark Irvin—Spike Jones 

Wheatbelt in a Snap 
Swimming Classes 

By LANGLEY SMITH 

Like many clubs and organisations, the 
Merredin Community Men’s Shed Inc, 
held its Christmas wind-up function on 
Wednesday 20th December.  

A huge shout out to Chairman Mr Peter 
McCrae who compared the evening, 
Vice Chairman Denis Scaddan and the 
Committee for the wonderful end of 
year celebration that was well attended 
by the men of the shed, their wives and 
partners.  There were about sixty five 
people attending in all. 

It was held at the Merredin Bowling 
Club, who provided the perfect venue 
for the evening, the bar staff provided 
great service throughout the night. 

The evening was catered for by Mrs 
Hayley Billing who supplied a beef or 
chicken roast followed by lashings of 
pavlova and fruit or traditional 
Christmas pudding. (There were no 
thruppence in the Christmas 
pudding .... I checked)  

Chairman McCrae kept the speeches to 
a minimum however the highlight of 
the evening was a well deserved 
surprise for the founder of the Shed Mr 
Jim Flockart who was awarded the 

Merredin Men’s Shed Christmas Wind-up Celebration 
very first Life Membership of the 
Merredin Community Men’s Shed Inc. 
Peter outlined how Jim had taken an 
idea after retirement, sold his farm and 
gathered a group of like-minded 
individuals and pursued the goal of 
forming the Merredin Community 
Men’s Shed Inc. Mr Doug Geier  who 
was present at the evening had offered 
one of his sheds as a start up place for 
the Men’s Shed and that arrangement 
remained in place until the current 
remarkable shed was built in 2014. 
That old, old saying behind every 
successful man is a woman also proved 
to be true. Jim’s wife Mrs Bev Flockart 
was awarded honorary membership for 
services rendered at the beginning in 
driving the initial funding campaign 
writing for grants to make Jim’s dream 
come true. 

The Merredin Community Men’s Shed 
Inc. is a men’s health initiative where 
the men often talk about issues in their 
lives and identify their true mates and 
the people they can confide in when 
times get tough.  As blokes we only 
have three main categories of people 
we can talk to. These categories are; a 
mentor, a partner, and a mate. From 
time to time we have specialist guest 
speakers. Some blokes come and do 

Audene & Peter McCrae (Men’s Shed 
Chairperson) enjoy the evening.  Image 

courtesy of Ross Robartson 

Jim Flockart who was awarded Life Membership & Bec Flockart who was awarded 
Honorary Membership.  Image courtesy of Ross Robartson 

work for themselves on all the 
wonderful equipment, we regularly do 
work for the community, individuals 
and not for profit groups. Some just 
come and have a cuppa, others watch 
movies on the big screen TV. However 
the underlying theme is that it’s blokes 
taking time out with blokes, sharing 
jokes, telling their mates how good 
they are. The Men’s Shed is the 
provision 

of a safe, friendly and welcoming 
environment where men are able to 
work on meaningful projects at their 
own pace in their own time in the 
company of other men. A major 
objective of all Men’s Sheds is to 
advance the health and wellbeing of 
their male members and to encourage 
social inclusion. Merry Christmas to 
all from the Merredin Community 
Men’s Shed. 

Romolo Patroni & Barry Smith enjoy the 
evening.  Image courtesy of Ross 

Robartson 

End of Year ‘Christmas Fun’ 
at Aqua Aerobics 

By DEBBIE MORRIS 

The Wednesday Aqua Aerobics group 
decided it was time for some Christmas 
spirit to be passed onto their Instructor, 
Leticia Richards. 

Instead of standing at the side of the 
pool shouting instructions, Leticia was 
dressed in a Christmas T-Shirt and 
joined the group in the pool.  This time 
the instructions were given by the group 
to Leticia. Every time someone blew the 
whistle Leticia was instructed to do an 

additional activity to the group, which 
she did extremely graciously, splashing 
everyone near her. 

Aqua Aerobics is a great way to keep fit 
and have some fun at the same time. 
Leticia and the other instructor, Robyn 
Anderson, are great and very 
encouraging.  They are having a break 
over Christmas but Aqua will start again 
on Monday 8th January, so if anyone is 
interested just give the Rec Centre a 
call.   

Pam Last, Trish Joss, Wendy Porter, Christine Stapley, Debbie Morris & Instructor 
Leticia Richards 
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By KAREN HANSEN 

Regional parents across WA have 
been congratulated by Cancer 
Council WA for their SunSmart role 
modelling following findings from a 
new survey.  

The survey conducted by the WA 
Cancer Prevention Research Unit at 
Curtin University for Cancer Council 
WA showed regional parents were 
significantly better role models for 
hat wearing than metropolitan 
parents.  

While the majority of survey 
respondents reported wearing a hat 
when out with their children in the 
sun, parents in regional WA do a 
noticeably better job than parents in 
Perth with 88% of respondents 
reporting wearing hats versus 73% of 
parents in Perth. 

The survey results have been 
released to remind all Australians 
about how sun protection and skin 
awareness can be a lifesaver when it 
comes to skin cancer.  

Cancer Council WA’s Regional 
Education Officer Karen Hansen said 
parents in the Wheatbelt should feel 
pleased about the survey results.  

Karen Hansen said the focus of 
National Skin Cancer Action Week 
this year was on role modelling to 
improve SunSmart behaviour. The 

Regional parents ‘outSmarting’ Perth parents with hat use  
survey also asked parents how often 
their children wore hats when in the 
sun. 76% of parents reported that 
their children “always” or “usually” 
wore hats in the sun, which shows 
the power of good role modeling.   

“It is encouraging to know the 
SunSmart message is getting 
through,” she said, “but given that 
summer is only weeks away, it is 
also a good time to remember the 
best ways to protect you and your 
family members from sun.” 

 “Getting rid of the baseball cap and 
replacing it with a bucket or broad 
brimmed hat is an easy way to get 
much better sun protection” said 
Karen 

The latest report from the WA 
Cancer Registry showed in 2014, 
1,304 West Australians were 
diagnosed with melanoma and 153 
died from melanoma. There were 
also more than 83,000 services 
related to non-melanoma skin 
cancers. 

Karen Hansen said it was also a 
timely reminder about the 
importance of sunscreen use in light 
of new data released from the 
National Sun Protection Survey last 
month that showed some Australians 
are increasingly confused about 
sunscreen.  

A majority of parents in regional WA report wearing a hat when out with their children 
in the sun 

Karen Hansen said sunscreen offers 
good protection from damaging UV, 
however it needs to be used 
alongside protective clothing, hats, 
shade and sunglasses.” 

“We want everyone in the Wheatbelt 
region to understand sunscreen is not 
a suit of armour. “You need to use 
enough sunscreen (1 teaspoon per 
exposed limb, 1 teaspoon for your 
front, 1 for your back and 1 teaspoon 
for your head, apply 20 mins before 
going out in the sun and reapply 
every 2 hours.”  

“Also remember to use sun 
protection when the UV is at 3 or 
above. Think UV not heat.” said 

Karen Hansen. 

For your UV forecast visit 
www.myuv.com.au 

“The Cancer Council recommends 
following five SunSmart steps to 
reduce the risk of developing skin 
cancer:  

1. Slip on sun protective clothing 

2. Slop on SPF 30+ or higher 
sunscreen 

3. Slap on a hat 

4. Seek shade 

5. Slide on some sunglasses 

http://www.myuv.com.au
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By GRANT STAINER 

The December meeting of the 
Merredin Camera Club saw the 
judging of the 2017 Photo of the 
Year, and the standard of entries 
was very high.  

The photos undergoing judging 
this month were photos from our 
club meetings throughout the year 
that were either given places by 
the judge for that month, or that 
won the club member voting. This 
month there were more than 40 
photos to choose from, which was 
very challenging.  

This month’s judge was local 
photographer Brett Guthrie, who 
specialises in street photography.  

Mr Guthrie awarded photo of the 
year to Kate Caughey’s “Sunset 
rain”, with Caryn Adamson’s 
“Stormy landscape” taking out 
second place, and Sally Robson-
Thomas’s “Flooded landscape” 
taking out third place.  

When the member voting was 
held, the first round of voting 
narrowed the field down to 12 
photos. For these photos, another 
round of voting was held, and we 
ended up with a tie between Sally 
Robson-Thomas’s “Twisted tree” 
and Kate Caughey’s “Curvy tree”. 
After further deliberation, Sally 
Robson-Thomas’s “Twisted tree” 

Camera Club Photo of the Year 
managed to slip into first place to be 
the winner of the club voting, with 
close second place going to Kate 
Caughey’s “Curvy tree”.  

Mr Guthrie also talked about black 
and white photos, and how there 
needs to be good contrast, with true 
blacks and whites present, not just 
greys.  

When the total votes throughout the 
year were added up, Kate Caughey 
won the highest number of club 
votes. The highest number of judge 
votes went to Grant Stainer.  

The highest number of cumulative 
club votes and judge votes went to 
Kate Caughey.  

The Merredin Camera Club holds 
it’s enjoyable and relaxing meetings 
at the Merredin Playgroup building 
on Throssell Road.  

The next meeting will be on the 14 
February 2018, where the subject 
will be “macro/close up mini beasts”. 
Hence, if you see some 
photographers crawling around in the 
dirt or in bushes around the place, 
you know what we are up to.  

The Merredin Camera Club 
welcomes new members. For more 
information about the Merredin 
Camera Club, please email Daina 
Sutherland at 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com 

Kate Caughey’s “Sunset rain” 

Caryn Adamson’s “Stormy landscape” 

Kate Caughey’s “Curvy tree” Sally Robson-Thomas’ “Twisted tree” 


