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By MIRANDA WALLACE 

Official proceedings for ANZAC 
Day 2018 commenced with people 
accumulating one by one in the 
darkness to await the dawn.  As the 
sky lightened in the east the lilting 
tunes of bagpipes broke the air and 
the Australian Army Band Perth 
appeared.  

Once a year Merredin comes 
together to observe and remember all 
the Australians and New Zealanders 
who served and died in all our 
nations’ wars, conflicts and 
peacekeeping operations. 2018 
proved no different.    

The Australian Army Band Perth 
headed the parade which arrived at 
the Cenotaph and the official Dawn 
Service for 2018 commenced. Cr 
Mal Willis opened the service and 
was followed by Father Andrew 
Bowron who led the Lord’s Prayer 
before several community groups 
and organisations were invited 
forward to lay a wreath at the base of 
the Cenotaph.  

The Ode was then read by Aub 

Tompkin before The Last Post was 
sounded and a minute’s silence was 
observed to remember all those who 
fell. The Reveille sounded in the 
wake of the minute’s silence followed 
by Jade Healey-Ratima being invited 
forward to complete a beautiful 
rendition of the Australian National 
Anthem followed by the New 
Zealand National Anthem.  

Attendees were then invited to a 
sumptuous Gunfire Breakfast at 
Cummins Theatre prepared by the 
Merredin Men’s Shed.   

Those unable to make the Dawn 
Service were able to attend an 
11:00am service held at Cummins 
Theatre. It proceeded in a similar 
manner to the Dawn Service with the 
addition of the hymns ‘Amazing 
Grace’ and ‘Lest we Forget’ led by 
talented local choir ‘A Choired Taste’ 
as well as the song ‘In a Moment’. 
Guest speakers, Rosa Robertson 
(community representative) and Rob 
Eade (Vietnam Veteran), both spoke 
to the service.  

Mr Eade is travelling around 
Australia visiting the hometowns of 

ANZAC Day 2018 
those service men and women who 
fell during the Vietnam War and in 
other conflicts following. He arrives 
in each town astride a great black 
motorbike with his dog, Ginge, and 
places a small flag to pay his respect 
to the fallen at each town’s war 
memorial. Merredin was fortunate to 
have Mr Eade in residence for this 
year’s ANZAC Day.      

Pastor Lomani Uilou led the Lord’s 
Prayer for the service and at its 
conclusion, those in attendance stood 
as a mark of respect as the service 
men and women in attendance 
departed from the theatre. 
Refreshments were then provided by 
the Shire of Merredin.  

A large amount of planning and 
organisation goes into every ANZAC 
Day service each year and the Shire 
expresses its gratitude to all the 
volunteers in the Merredin 
community who assisted in setting 
up, putting out the poppies, singing, 
cooking, etc. for both 
services.  Thanks to the ANZAC Day 
Working Group who planned the day, 
Merredin Men’s Shed, Pastor 
Loumani Uilou, Father Andrew 
Bowron, Grace Alvaro, Vicki Musca, 
the Merredin Army Cadets, Merredin 

Fire and Rescue, Rosa Robartson, 
Nadya Adim, Shire of Merredin 
staff  and many others. Thanks must 
also go to Collgar, the Returned 
Services League and Lotterywest for 
the provision of funding to support 
ANZAC Day.  

The spirit of ANZAC Day still lives 
strongly in Merredin and everywhere 
else in Australia and New Zealand. 
As a group the Shire of Merredin is 
very humbled to have had the 
opportunity to be able to organise and 
bring this significant event alive with 
the help of many community 
organisations and individuals. 

The Shire hopes that Merredin will 
keep on remembering the men and 
women that sacrificed their lives for 
our great countries in 2019 and 
beyond. 

Merredin Army Cadets stand guard as parade participants enter the theatre  The Australian Army Band Perth lead the parade to the Cummins Theatre 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Every Saturday & Sunday 

Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, Tammin, 
9am—1pm—Call Glenice on 0428 371 221. 

Friday 18th May 

Summer of the Seventeenth Doll—Cummins 
Theatre, Merredin—doors open at 7.30pm, 
tickets available from 
www.cumminstheatre.com.au or Merredin 
Visitor Centre—$10 

Friday 18th, Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th 
May 

Ten Choirs, Choral and fun workshops, Massed 
Choirs (120 Voices) Cummins Theatre, register 
your interest achoiredtaste18@gmail.com or 
0419 195 037.  

Sunday 20th May 

Merredin Markets—Cnr Barrack & Queen St, 
9am—12 noon—call 9041 1041 to book a stall. 

Wednesday 23rd May 

The Magic of Fred Astaire—Cummins Theatre, 
Merredin—12 noon & 7pm—$15, tickets 
available at cumminstheatre.com.au or 
Merredin Visitor Centre. 

Thursday 31st May 

Merredin Tales, Tables & Tucker—Cummins 
Theatre, Merredin, 11am.  Free event, lunch 
included but registration is required.  Book 

your ticket at www.cumminstheatre.com.au or 
at Merredin Visitor Centre. 

REGULAR EVENTS 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 
0—4 year olds.  Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 
9041 0962 or  
efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

A Choired Taste – All levels welcome and all 
tastes catered for. Monday evening at the 
Senior Centre. 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further 
information Langley Smith 0409 106 649. 

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and 
South Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd & 
4th Sundays 11.30am.  Rev’d Brett Guthrie 
0427 605 331.   

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  
First night is free.  Beginners to advanced.  Call 
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the 
Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office. 

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am 
Sunday Worship and Sunday School Ph  
0408 484 711. 

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on 
0411 984 123 for more info. 

Merredin Camera Club—   Email Daina for 
more info email Daina at 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

SPIKE SAYS 

What are your thoughts on volunteers in our community? 

Martin Morris—
volunteers are a huge 
asset that are 
unfortunately often 
under recognised and 
sometimes ignored 
or taken for granted. 
They are dedicated 
and passionate and 
are the very fabric 
that make our 
communities great 
places in which to 
live. 

Lil Campell – 
They do a 
magnificent job, 
the whole lot of 
them.  Well 
done. 

Ross Billing – the 
town is fuelled by 
willing and 
enthusiastic 
volunteers who put a 
lot of effort into 
helping and 
improving the 
community.  They 
do awesome things 
for no reward other 
than getting involved 
and helping.  
Awesome efforts. 

Gemma Romeo 
– Merredin 
would not be 
what it is 
without the 
great volunteers 
that Merredin 
has.  As a 
volunteer there 
is lots to be 
done. 

Merredin Churches Fraternal—PO Box 463, 
Merredin, Malcolm Clark 9041 5215. 

Merredin Community Resource Centre—
meetings held second Tuesday of the month 
5.30pm at the CRC.  All Welcome. 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month 
5.00pm at Railway Museum.  All Welcome.   

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve 
for more info on 0428 412 213. 

Merredin United in Prayer—Cornerstone 
Christian Bookshop, 7pm last Thursday of the 
Month. 

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 10am 
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796. 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 
during the school term at Throssell Road, 
opposite the pool.  Contact Carissa Amm on 
0433 340 441. 

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 
12 noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise 
advised, contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 
or email julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, Throssell 
Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms), 
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167. 

Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday 
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, 

learn a new craft or just come for a chat. Friday 
mornings 10am  Carpet Bowls new and old 
players welcome. 

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday 
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s 
Centre.  Free.  All welcome. 

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm 
at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  
Free. 

Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener 
Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am 
Saturday Bible Study.  Ph 0457 423 060 or 9045 
3056. 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron 
Ph 9041 1118. 

St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South 
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings 
6.30pm. Father Andrew Bowron, Ph 9041  
1118. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the 
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old. 

Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their 
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea.  Senior’s 
Centre.  $1. 

Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday 
Service, Ph 0457 329 850. 

 

Verity Hughes—Thumbs up to 
our CRC that’s consistently 
producing this Phoenix and 
helping with so many different 
things!  We appreciate it.  

Michelle Gethin—Thumbs up 
for a terrific ANZAC Day 
dawn service.  The bagpipers 
were a fantastic addition and 
Jade’s renditions of the 
Australian & NZ Anthems 
always gives me goose bumps.  

Rob Endersbee—Thumbs 
down to the vandals, but a big 
thumbs up to the people who 
cleaned up at the Reflection 
Pond and at the Pioneer 
Cemetery.  

THE PHOENIX 
Produced fortnightly  

Merredin Community Resource Centre 
110 Barrack Street,  Merredin                
Ph: 9041 1041  Fax: 9041 1042 

Deadlines  
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE) 

Articles:  5pm Wednesday 
Adverts: Booking 5pm Thursday 

Copy finalised 11am Friday    
Classifieds: 10am Monday 

Contacts:    
Content/production—Kirsty Rochford  

9041 1041 
administration@merredincrc.com 

Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041  
merredin@crc.net.au 

Advertising—Morgann Tranter 
marketing@merredincrc.com 

Upcoming Editions 
25th May 

8th June & 22nd June 
Available as an online subscription, 

www.merredincrc.com 
Currently distributing @ 650 copies to 
Bencubbin, Bruce Rock, Doodlakine, 
Kellerberrin, Merredin, Mukinbudin, 

Narembeen, Nungarin, Southern Cross, 
Tammin & Westonia. 

Caryn Adamson— Thumbs up to 
Emma and Ben at Cummins 
Theatre for bringing even more 
great shows to our town and 
managing them all brilliantly!  

mailto:achoiredtaste18@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/caryn.adamson.1?fref=gc&dti=490300184343925
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By LANGLEY SMITH 

Merredin is on the threshold of a 
grand new St. John Ambulance Sub
-Centre with the construction of a 
new building, including, garaging 
three ambulances, training rooms, 
and overnight accommodation. This 
is a major initiative of the local St  
John Ambulance volunteers 
supported by Wheatbelt 
Development Commission, 
Royalties for Regions and 
Lotterywest, it will completely 
transform the way we are able to 
facilitate our service to the town. 

Merredin had an old rundown 
facility that did not meet the needs 
of the town, with make do add-ons 
and out of date facilities.  It is vital 
that our town has an ambulance 
emergency service that is not only 
readily identifiable to all, but meets 
and serves the needs of the 
volunteers who give of their time to 
provide such an excellent service. 

President Donna Cook said “this 
project has been many years in the 
planning and it is wonderful to see 
it finally coming to fruition.  I 
would like to acknowledge all our 
past and current volunteers who 
have contributed to making this 
project happen. For our volunteers, 
it is a modern building that is 
designed to meet our current and 
future needs.” 

“The building consists of a large 
training room, two offices, 
storerooms, toilets, showers, locker 
room, kitchen, casual meeting 
room, two quiet rooms (for on call 
volunteers) and a three bay garage” 
added Donna Crook. 

Surveying works have been 
completed, plans have been drawn 
and construction is set to commence 
mid May 2018, with an expected 
completion date in mid-November 
2018.  

One of the leading country 
homebuilders in WA, Stallion 

New Ambulance Sub-Centre to be built in Merredin 
Homes, has successfully tendered to 
build it with a time frame of thirty 
weeks to completion.  Stallion 
Homes is based in Northam. 

St. John Merredin is a very friendly 
organisation that is at the cusp of 
not only moving into a new state-of
-the-art premises but a new era for 
the town of Merredin.   

You could be wondering how you 
can benefit yourself and your career 
opportunities, by reading this 
article. Maybe, you are a young 
mum with kids and everything is a 
bit hard? A young fella has a job 
but that is it, or even out of work. 
You might be a retired person who 
is active and seeks something 
meaningful. Could be a farmer that 
has two periods in your life, one; 
flat out seeding or harvesting or 
two; downtime. Why not try St. 
John Merredin? It costs nothing but 
your time, yes that is right costs 
nothing but your time! In particular 
we are looking for “Off Roaders” 
Administration volunteers who can 
do things like first aid kit servicing, 
stores ordering, admin stuff etc. 

St John Merredin: 

 Gives you the opportunity to gain 
valuable experience in a variety 
of roles 

 It will give you the opportunity 
to explore different career and 
job opportunities  

 Is an organisation that provides 
flexibility and support when it is 
needed 

 Provides relevant training and 
develops skills  

 Gives you the opportunity to face 
new experiences and challenges 

 Raises awareness and supports 
important community issues 

 Gives you the opportunity to 

meet new people and make some 
new friends and a culture that is 
friendly, inclusive and fun to be 
around. 

 Includes things like photos, 
testimonials, case studies and a 
description of any social 
activities you hold throughout the 
year helps prospective volunteers 
to get a sense of your 
organisation's culture and the 
kinds of people who are 
involved. 

St John Ambulance took part in the 2018 Merredin Show Float Parade 

 “I like it” said one person “as I 
can do as much or as little I 
want.” 

 Another said “I have young 
children and the training I have 
received is invaluable for my 
family and me. Who gets to learn 
comprehensive medical training 
to help yourself? I love it.” 

So why not get a part of this 
fantastic organisation and help 
yourself. 
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Library Musings 
Did you know you can check the 
Merredin Library Catalogue from 
home?  For those that do, the 
address has just changed.  Go to 
http://library.merredin.wa.gov.au 
and you can check if we have the 
item you want, or check what you 
have on loan and when it is due 
back. 

If you go looking in our catalogue 
for books on chess you will find, 
among the many items ‘200 Chess 
Endgame Challenges’ by Larry 
Evans.  Larry is a five-time US 
Champion and will show you how 
to quickly become a much better 
chess player and have fun while 
doing it.  Learn the magic of the 
chess endgame with challenging 
brainteasers.   And for those who 
find it hard to read about chess this 
book has few words – just pictures 
of chessboards with the final pieces.  
Just work out the solution.  Don’t 
worry the answers are in the back of 
the book. 

Maybe the thought of chess puts you 
into a funk, or perhaps everything 
does.  How about trying ‘It’s not 
always depression: the new theory 
of listening to your body, 
discovering core emotions and 
reconnecting with your authentic 
self’ by Hilary Jacobs Hendel.  The 

author draws upon stories from her 
own practice, shedding light on core 
emotions (such as joy and sadness), 
defences (what we do to avoid 
feeling) and understanding their 
interactions. 

Have you ever found yourself just 
trying to run and hide before you 
have to give a presentation or 
speech, or perhaps felt contentment 
curled up in front of a fire?  How 
about getting your wisdom teeth 
removed, or screamed at the sight of 
a spider in the house?  ‘Mismatch: 
how our stone age brain deceives us 
everyday and what we can do about 
it’ by Ronald Giphart and Mark van 
Vugt explain how our brains 
evolved to meet Stone Age demands 
for survival, but the rapid changes in 
modern life mean these impulses 
may be a little extreme today.  The 
better your life is matched to how 
your mind operates, the greater the 
chances of leading a happy, healthy 
and productive life. 

Remember, library staff are there to 
help.  Come in and ask about 
available eResources for eBooks, 
eAudiobooks, eMagazines, 
videostreaming and literacy 
programs you can access from 
home. 

24th April 2018 

Bianca Campbell was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended) and was fined $200. She 
was convicted of driving a vehicle 
contrary to the conditions of a permit 
and was fined $100. She was 
convicted of using an unlicensed 
vehicle on a road, was fined $80, 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85 and 
ordered to pay a half annual licence 
fee of $183.15. She was also 
convicted of driving or using a 
vehicle that did not comply with the 
Vehicle Standards Regulations and 
was fined $100. 

Tiaki Campbell was convicted of 
failing to wear a seatbelt and was 
fined $550. He was also convicted of 
having no authority to drive – 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), was fined $400, ordered 
to pay costs of $190.85 and had his 
licence suspended for a further 9 
months. 

Hayden Murray was convicted of 
aggravated home burglary and 
commit, stealing and selling a 
prohibited weapon and received a 6 
month community based order.  

Jarrad Famlonga was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), was fined $300 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. He 
was also convicted of trespassing on 
a place without lawful excuse, 
having no authority to drive, stealing 
of a motor vehicle and criminal 
damage or destruction of property 
and  received a continued community 
based order.  

Donald Farmer was convicted of 
driving a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, was fined 
$1300 and had his licence suspended 
for 10 months. He was convicted of 
having no authority to drive – 
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), was fined $1200 and 
had his licence suspended for a 
further 9 months.  He was also 
convicted of using an unlicensed 
vehicle on a road and was fined 
$100, ordered to pay costs of $100 
and ordered to pay a half annual 
licence fee of $110.45. 

Wei Gao was convicted of having no 
authority to drive (fines suspended), 
was fined $200 and ordered to pay 
costs of $190.85. 

David Enriquez was convicted of 
possessing a prohibited weapon, was 
fined $1000 and ordered to pay costs 
of $420.85. 

Andrew Gibson was convicted of 
using an unlicensed vehicle on a 
road, was fined $100, ordered to pay 
cost of $190.85 and was ordered to 
pay a half annual licence fee of 
$168.25. 

Carolyn Hansen was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), was fined $200 and was 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Jay Heel was convicted of 3 counts 
of driving with an illicit drug in oral 
fluid or blood, was fined $900 
ordered to pay costs of $572.55 and 
to pay analyst fees of $546. 

Lincoln Hine was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended) was fined $400 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. He 
was also convicted of possessing a 
prohibited weapon and was fined 
$400. 

Jims Seeds Weeds and Trees Pty Ltd 
was convicted of driving, causing or 
permitting a vehicle with a forged, 
replica or false plate to be driven on 
the road, was fined $100 and ordered 
to pay costs of $190.85. 

Bruce Salter was convicted of having 
no authority to drive – suspended 
(other than fines suspension) was 
fined $400 and ordered to pay costs 
of $190.85. He also had his licence 
suspended for a further 9 months. 

Martin King was convicted of being 
a person connected with a vehicle on 
a road that failed to comply with the 
mass, dimension or loading 
requirement that applied to that 
vehicle or its load or to the vehicle 
and its load, was fined $2000 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85. 

Isaiah Knock was convicted of 
exceeding zero blood alcohol 
content, was fined $150 and ordered 
to pay costs of $190.85. 

Mohd Mazalan was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (never 
held), was fined $100, ordered to pay 
costs of $190.85 and had his licence 
suspended for a further 3 months. 

Brandon Whitecross was convicted 
of reckless driving speed of 155km/h 
or more, was fined $1200, ordered to 
pay costs of $190.85 and also had his 
licence suspended to 6 months.  

Deanna Taumalolo was convicted of 
driving with a prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood, was fined 
$200, ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85 and was ordered to pay an 
analyst fee of $182. 

 

Tales of the Past 
I was looking at something on 
T.V. the other evening and was 
struck by some thoughts (yes I DO 
have them occasionally!).  

This was the number of times 
women get dressed well and do not 
wear hat or gloves. Do you 
remember when going into the city 
to shop needed hat, gloves 
stockings (with straight seams up 
the back of the legs), high heeled 
shoes and matching hand bag? 
You just did not travel into Perth 
without being correctly dressed. 

Often there was a photographer 
near the G.P.O. in Forrest Place 
waiting to snap (and sell) you a 
photo. 

All hem lines were level. I can 
remember that when my mother 
made me a dress and I would have 
to stand on the table while she 
pinned a straight hem line around 
the bottom of the material. This 
involved a long piece of wood 
with the required length 
marked  on it. The wood would be 
placed on the table top and a 
dressmaker’s pin inserted at the 
necessary point in the material. 
The hem was then HAND sewn.  

Hemlines needed to be straight to 
be in fashion. Now fashion decrees 
all sorts of shapes of hems and 
they look great. 

Court Report 
There was no layering of clothes for 
women if they were “properly” 
dressed. No piece of clothing hung 
below – say for an example an 
overcoat. Which by the way, was 
expensive, yet no well - dressed 
woman was without one. 

Women wore petticoats under their 
dresses and that garment was not 
allowed to show below the dress. I 
can still remember the saying, “It’s 
raining down south,” uttered by 
friends, mother, sister, even brother 
if the petticoat lace was showing. I 
can also remember that there was a 
time when heavily starched waist 
petticoats were the fashion. I would 
starch the petticoat, dry it and when 
it was ironed it could stand by itself 
on the floor. It was scratchy to the 
legs and stockings, but WAS in 
fashion and that was what mattered. 
These garments were worn under a 
very full skirt and stuck out like a 
tent around one’s waist. 

Slacks for women were mostly a 
“no no”. As a new teacher my dress 
code was set by the Education 
Department and NO SLACKS were 
allowed. Later we were allowed to 
wear a slack suit which decreed that 
slacks and tailored jacket were to 
match.  

I enjoy the more relaxed dress codes 
of today. I guess that they will 
change, but for now they are great. 

http://library.merredin.wa.gov.au
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about it and some unpleasant and 
inaccurate things were said. 
Fortunately, on Monday, we were 
provided with the evidence that had 
been removed from the scene the day 
before and that evidence provided vital 
lines of inquiry that has led to CCTV 
footage of those responsible. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
the community members that have 
assisted us in identifying offenders 
recently, or who have provided 
information that has assisted us in our 
investigations. Without you, we would 
probably not have identified the people 
responsible for these offences. 

Just to clarify, if you require police 
assistance after hours, please call 131 
444, the operator will enter a job onto 
our dispatch system and send it to the 
officers who are on duty. If you want to 
provide us with information you can 
come and see us, ring the station on 
9041 1322 or if you wish to remain 
anonymous call Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000, bear in mind that 
information you provide to Crime 
Stoppers may take a few days to get 
back to us, so if it’s time sensitive, 
please call us or pop in for a visit. 

By Senior Sergeant MARK 
TOBIASSON 

I would like to confirm that four very 
young juveniles have been dealt with 
and their parents spoken to regarding 
the damage at Pioneer Cemetery, also 
three very young girls have been 
identified as being responsible for 
damaging the memorial at the Shire 
Offices. By the time this goes to print 
they should have been dealt with too. 

I know I’ve asked this before, but I 
need to ask again. If you have 
knowledge of offences that have been 
committed, please ring us and tell us so 
we can act on it. Late on Sunday 
afternoon 29 April we were advised by 
the ranger of the damage to the 
memorial at Roy Little Park, we 
attended within minutes but before we 
got there (unbeknown to us) vital 
evidence had been removed by a 
concerned citizen.  All we were 
presented with was a mess and some 
small footprints. No CCTV, no 
witnesses, nothing left at the scene to 
follow up on which meant there were 
no further lines of inquiry other than to 
ask the public for assistance. 
Unfortunately the incident made it to 
social media before we knew anything 

Police Report 

Langley 
Smith 

The funding cut, to take effect in July 
next year, represents 40 per cent of 
the State's CRC budget. 

Public-service numbers across the 
nation have risen to just fewer than 
two million; with the taxes of every 
five workers in the private sector 
going to support one public servant 
reported The A ustralian Newspaper 
recently. 

The federal government has managed 
to cap its wage bill, which has risen 
only 2.7 per cent in the past four 
years. The Australian Newspaper 
added later in the article. 

The Sunday Times reported last week 
Budget will sting WA households to 
face another fees hike. 

My Thoughts 

The ABC reported The WA 
Government has announced plans to 
cut $5 million in funding from the 
Community Resources Centres which 
will likely see operating hours cut and 
opportunities for trainees restricted. 

Disregard to Sound 
Fiscal Responsibility 

 

The ‘Letter to the Editor’ section of the 
Phoenix is a place for the community to 
express their views and opinions on issues 
that directly or indirectly affect any part of 
it.  We typically print every letter sent to us.  
However, the Editor would like to remind 
the community that the ‘Letters to the 
Editor’ section is not a vehicle for people 
to air personal gripes against another 
person/persons. The Phoenix reserves the 
right to refuse any contribution on the 
basis of ethics, which includes, but is not 
limited to, personal vendettas or attacks.  
Please be aware that we do not ‘fact check’ 
‘Letters to the Editor’ and therefore 
cannot guarantee the contents 
authenticity.  

A friend and I went to Pioneer 
Cemetery, Anzac day afternoon to 
inspect her grandparent’s grave site 
after hearing there had been 
vandalism at the cemetery.  When 
looking for the number of the grave 
plot on the cemetery board, I 
noticed they also have cause of 
death of that person, if known.  As 
cause of death is not known for 
every person, there were lots of 
blank spaces making what was 
there stand out.  I was shocked and 
upset when looking for name and 
plot number to see under cause of 
death “Suicide by strychnine”.  Not 
my friend’s relative.  Is this 
necessary, surely family should be 
allowed to have privacy.  You say 

Letter to the Editor 

it’s history, I say if that is so, let the 
history buffs dig it up, not have it 
on display for all and Sundry to see. 

 
Lillian Armstrong 

Merredin 

The Sunday Times 29 Apr 2018 JOE 
SPAGNOLO Political Editor said WA 
families should brace for a bill hike of 
at least $300 next financial year, 
according to the State Opposition. 

An analysis by the Liberals, using the 
McGowan Government’s own 
forecast, shows: POWER bills for an 
average family will rise by $120. 
WATER bills will be up $102. 
Emergency service bill will go up by 
$32 (this includes the recently 
announced $28 increase to help pay 
for a new Rural Fire Division). 
VEHICLE licence charges will cost 
$5.30 more, while driver’s licences 
fees rise $1.27. MOTOR injury 
insurance rises will be $5.74. 

According to the Liberals, the average 
family’s basket of household fees and 
charges will be $6400 a year.  Shadow 
Treasurer Dean Nalder said the 
increases came on top of the $440 
average increase in last year’s Budget.  

“These increases will be especially 
hard for pensioners, whose income is 
linked to inflation, and for many WA 
workers whose wages haven’t 
increased for a number of years.” 

Last year’s Budget forecast that 
residential electricity tariffs would go 
up 7 per cent in 2018/19, and water 
tariffs 6 per cent. 

A West Australian Government 
Media Statement in May 2017 
outlines the implementation of a new 

public sector wages policy. 
Politicians, judges, magistrates, 
councillors and WA's highest paid 
bureaucrats to have their pay frozen 
for the next four years. 

New wages policy and wage freeze 
for positions determined by the 
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal will 
save an estimated $518 million in the 
State Budget. 

My thoughts are “why did our 
Councillors vote 5/3 in favour of a 2% 
pay rise to the Shire CEO”. My 
thoughts also say this shows total 
disregard to sound fiscal 
responsibility. Giving the highest paid 
person in our Shire this pay rise. It 
would be very different if this Shire 
was booming with vitality and a 
leading light in reform. To me it 
smacks of “look after the boys” 

This council also raised rates around 
3% last year about 6% the year before 
and about 3% the year before that. 
Those figures are approximate and 
whatever the difference they were 
raised way over the rate of inflation 
less than 1% and that of the Reserve 
Bank rate. My guess is that they will 
also raise it again this year. 

Merredin Shire Councillors it’s time 
for change to sound financial 
responsibility to us rate payers! We 
are not cash cows! These decisions 
are not conducive to good 
governance. 
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By EMMA DAVIS 

In commemoration of one hundred 
years since the end of World War I, 
the Cummins Theatre welcomed the 
stunning production 'The 
Lighthouse Girl' by Black Swan 
State Theatre Company to the 
theatre on Friday April 27th for a 
one night only performance. 

Over one hundred and sixty people 
attended the performance and were 
given a glimpse into the real life 
story of a lighthouse keepers 
daughter and her commitment to 
passing on the final messages of 
soldiers as they headed to the front. 

"What a fantastic performance! 
Absolutely loved it! So so glad they 
came here. Thanks to everyone 
involved." - Caryn Adamson, 
audience member. 

The performance came after a year 
of coordination between Black 
Swan State Theatre Company and 
the Cummins Theatre. 

"I saw the performance back in 
2017 and knew straight away that 
this was a show everyone needed to 
see. It is beautiful, moving, and 
visually stunning.  To have it here in 
Merredin is so wonderful." - Emma 
Davis, Cummins Theatre Manager. 

The Lighthouse Girl 
The production was a theatrical 
highlight for many in the audience 
who had come from across the 
Wheatbelt and beyond to see the 
show. 

"We had people come up from Perth 
for the show as they had missed it 
during its Perth season, along with 
those from across the district.  It is 
this kind of performance that is 
enabling us to live up to our vision 
of becoming a central hub for arts 
and culture." Davis said. 

Merredin was also fortunate to be 
able to welcome Hellie Turner, the 
playwright behind Lighthouse Girl, 
to town for two add on activities. 
Firstly, on the Thursday evening she 
ran a very successful and practical 
writing workshop. The event 
attracted twelve community 
members who learned about the 
process of adapting an existing work 
for the stage, as well as being taken 
through steps for turning their own 
stories from page to stage. 

On the morning of the performance 
Hellie was then joined by members 
of the cast who lead a lively 
discussion on the creation of the 
play from auditions, through to 
creating the set pieces, to a very 
detailed discussion on the process of 
taking the work on a regional tour. 

Daisy Cole in The Lighthouse Girl 

Hellie Turner and the cast of ‘The 
Lighthouse Girl’ 

Daisy Cole in ‘The Lighthouse Girl’ 

"I loved the direction the discussion 
took, especially as people realised 
how much goes on behind the 
scenes to get a show like this on to 
the stage." Jessica Knight from 
Black Swan State Theatre 
Company. 

"It was really delightful talking to 
the community members and being 
able to explain to them the process 
of audition to stage." Benj 
D'Addario, cast member of 
Lighthouse Girl. 

To stay up to date with Cummins 
Theatre performances and events 
please visit cumminstheatre.com.au 
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By EMMA DAVIES 

After dazzling crowds across 
Australia with their incredible 
singing and sensational dancing, A 
Fine Romance: The Magic of Fred 
Astaire plays The Cummins 
Theatre for two performances on 
May 23rd. 

Starring Joe Meldrum and Imogen 
Moore, A Fine Romance: The 
Magic of Fred Astaire is an all 
singing, all dancing tribute to the 
man who went on to become the 
most famous dancer of all times. 

Bringing back the old world 
glamour and charm with plenty of 
toe-tapping tunes and legendary 
dance routines of the era, A Fine 
Romance takes the audience from 
Fred’s humble beginnings on 
Broadway, all the way to his 
Hollywood days and on screen 
romances with his many leading 
ladies, including Ginger Rogers, 
Judy Garland, Audrey Hepburn 
and Rita Hayworth. 

The daytime performance at 12pm 
is part of the Lunchtime Escapes 
series of shows.  Lunchtime 
Escapes are part of the Shire of 
Merredin's goal to make the arts 
more accessible to all members of 

A Fine Romance 
the community. The performance 
commences at 11am with a free 
high tea of cakes, sandwiches, 
scones, and a selection of tea and 
coffee. The performance then 
commences at 12pm. 

In the evening an additional 
performance at 7:30pm will be 
presented in cabaret style for those 
unable to attend the daytime 
performance. 

Audiences will love the costumes, 
the songs, the glitz, the 
extraordinary dancing and of 
course, the music. This show has 
something for everyone." said A 
Fine Romance performer Joe 
Meldrum. 

Songs include: The Way You Look 
Tonight, They Can’t Take That 
Away From Me, Let’s Call the 
Whole Thing Off, Cheek to Cheek, 
Puttin’ on the Ritz, Top Hat, That’s 
Entertainment, S’Wonderful, Night 
and Day and many more. 

To find out more or to secure your 
tickets please visit 
www.cumminstheatre.com.au/
events or visit the Central 
Wheatbelt Visitors Centre or 
Cummins Theatre box offices. All 
tickets are $15. 

Stars of ‘A Fine Romance.  The Magic of Fred Astaire’ Imogen Moore & Joe Meldrum 

By WENDY PORTER 

The night before the play ‘The 
Lighthouse Girl’ was brought to the 
stage at the Cummins Theatre, 
playwright Hellie Turner conducted 
a writers’ workshop for 10 eager, 
budding writers.   

Hellie spoke about finding the 
story, playwriting and 
characterisation and developing the 
play.  The ensuing discussions 

Writers’ Workshop at 
Merredin Library 

looked at the arc of a play and the 
differences between writing a play 
and writing a story.  Rather than the 
group just listening to Hellie speak, 
the participants tried their hand at a 
number of writing activities, with 
Hellie giving advice for each 
person. 

The night was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all.  Perhaps in the near future, 
the Cummins Theatre will feature a 
play by one of our own.  Stay tuned. 
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By GRANT STAINER 

“50mm” was the theme for the April 
meeting of the Merredin Camera Club, 
where the theme photos had to be taken 
at the 50mm focal length.  

Sixteen photos filled the theme section 
this month, and another 18 photos filled 
the open section. The judge this month 
was Perth photographer Lemuel Tan.  

In the theme section, Mr Tan awarded 
gold to Margret Schell’s “In the 
hammock”, and silver to Kate Caughey’s 
“ZigZag”. Equal bronze went to Margret 

Camera Club at 50mm 
Schell’s “With his stick sword”, Caryn 
Adamson’s “Open wide”, and Daina 
Sutherland’s “Exploring”. 

In the open section, Mr Tan awarded 
silver to Margret Schell’s “Sunflower 
girl” and Kate Caughey’s “Night 
burning”. Equal bronze went to Caryn 
Adamson’s “A seat with a view”, 
Margret Schell’s “Red hat lady”, Daina 
Sutherland’s “Esperance beauty”, and 
Karen Slater’s “White swan”. No gold 
was awarded this month in the open 
section. 

Mr Tan explained that the 50mm lens is 
usually the cheapest and lightest of the 
professional lenses, and often has a large 
aperture (such as F1.8). The 50mm lens 
is known as a “normal” lens because it 
replicates the focal length of the human 
eye, which is around 40-60mm.  

Club members voted slightly differently 
to Mr Tan. In the theme section, equal 
first place went to Caryn Adamson’s 
“Taylor” and “Open wide” photos. 
Second place went to Margret Schell’s 
“In the hammock”, and third place went 
to Sally Robson-Thomas’s “Hanging up 
the boots”.  

In the club members open section voting, 
first place went to Margret Schell’s 
“Sunflower girl”, and second place went 
to Margret Schell’s “Red hat lady”. 
Equal third place went to Caryn 
Adamson’s “A seat with a view”, Grant 
Stainer’s “Moss and leaves”, and Kate 
Caughey’s “Night burning”.  

The Merredin Camera Club holds it’s 
enjoyable and relaxing meetings at the 

Merredin Playgroup building on 
Throssell Road.  

The next meeting will be on the 16 May, 
where the subject will be “Gold”. So if 
you see photographers trying to find 
some gold, you will know what we are 

Kate Caughey’s ‘Night Burning’ 

Margaret Schell’s ‘Sunflower Girl’ 

Caryn Adamson’s ‘Open wide’ Margaret Schell’s ‘In the hammock’ 

up to.   

The Merredin Camera Club welcomes 
new members. For more information 
about the Merredin Camera Club, please 
email Daina Sutherland at 
dainasutherland@bigpond.com 
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ANZAC Ceremony at Bruce Rock.  Image 
Courtesy of Bruce Rock Police 

Sgt Heather Carter, Len Cargeeg (President 
of the Bencubbin RSL) and Snr Cst Lily 
Unasa at the Ceremony in Bencubbin.  

Image Courtesy of Bencubbin Police ANZAC Day participants in Bencubbin.  Image courtesy of Donna Cooper 

ANZAC Service Kununoppin/Trayning.  
Image courtesy of Bencubbin Police 

ANZAC statue in Narembeen.  Image 
courtesy of Narembeen Police 

Burracoppin Football Club attending the ANZAC Ceremony in Merredin.  Image courtesy 
of Dale Craine 

Shackleton store shows their ANZAC 
spirit.  Image courtesy of Clive Campbell 

ANZAC Celebrations around the Wheatbelt 
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ANZAC Recognition at Villers-Bretonneux 
By DAVE MACKENZIE 

Villers-Brettoneux, France, was an 
important place to be for myself and 
my wife Wendy for the 100 years 
celebration of the ANZACS.  On the 
24th of April 2018 the Sir John 
Monash Centre, the Australian 
National Memorial, was officially 
opened, being attended by the Prime 
Minister of Australia Malcolm 
Turnbull, the Prime Minister of 
France Edouard Philippe, Prince 
Charles and other Australian 
dignitaries.  This ceremony was 
timed to coincide with the ANZAC 
day commemorations and the 
Centenary of the Second Battle of 
Villers-Brettonneaux.  On the 25th 
April 2018, Wendy and I attended 
the ANZAC Service at the War 
Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux 
where some 8 to 10 thousand people 
were at the dawn service from 
midnight until 4am.  8,500 of these 
were Australians who were there to 
commemorate the beginning of the 
battles for the allies that pushed the 
enemy back to their home land and to 
the Armistice on the 11th of 
November.  Australia was the main 
force that broke their back that day 
25th April 2018.  We felt it was 
important for us to recognise our 
family’s participation in the war and 
remember their heroic efforts and 
their hardship at this special place. 

My Grandfather, Great Uncle and 
Great Aunt received medals for their 
participation in the war.  My 
Grandfather F.B. Mackenzie (55th 
Battalion) received the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal at Peronne, France 
for taking out two machine guns of 
ten men on his own, his brother, my 
Great Uncle, K.W Mackenzie (17th 
Battalion) received the Military 
Cross at Quinns Post Gallipoli and a 
Bar to the Military Cross at Pozires, 
France and my Great Aunt J.M 
Dalgleish (Aviation Hospital and 
Voluntary Aid Detachment Hospital) 
received the Royal Red Cross which 
is awarded to a nurse who has shown 
exceptional devotion and 
competence in the performance of 
nursing duties, over a continuous and 
long period, or who has performed 
some very exceptional act of bravery 
and devotion at his or her post of 
duty. 

Wendy’s Grandfather William (Bill) 
Caplehorn (67th Battalion) was just 
18 when he joined up in 1915 and 
had just turned 20 when he returned 
to Australia T.P.I (totally and 
permanently incapacitated) after 
previously being wounded three 
times.  He received the 1914-1915 
Star, British War Medal and Victory 
Medal. 

Our families experienced hard times, 
my Great Uncle was gassed twice, 

Wreaths placed at Villers-Bretonneux 

once being blinded badly and my 
Grandfather was also gassed twice 
and wounded twice.  Both men went 
through my Great Aunts hospitals at 
the front in France and in England.    
She said that during this time she 
saw about 27,000 Australians, 2,000 
New Zealanders, 7,000 Tommy’s 
(British) and 5,000 French soldiers 
through the A.V Hospital and the 
V.A.D hospital. 

We felt that their efforts deserved 
recognition and this is why we chose 
to go to the War Memorial at Villers
-Bretonneux for the ANZAC 

Service. 

By IVOR DAVIES 

The town of Shackleton is named after 
the Antarctic explorer Sir Earnest 
Shackleton who sailed for the 
Antarctic on the 1914 Imperial Trans-
Antarctic Expedition in the three-
masted barquetine  ‘Endurance’ which 
was launched in 1912 from Sandefjord 
in Norway and was crushed by ice, 
causing her to sink three years later in 
the Weddell Sea off Antarctica.  

To acknowledge Sir Shackleton’s 
expedition, a model of Endurance is 
currently being built at Model 
Shipyard in Cape Town South Africa 
and will be air freighted to Merredin 
Glaziers for a glass case.   When 
finished, the Endeavour will boost the 
tourist scene around Shackleton at the 
permanent Antarctic Exhibition in the 
Town Hall. This has been organised by 
the Shackleton Progress Association. 

A model of ‘Endurance’ is currently being 
built and when completed will be 

displayed in the Antarctic Exhibition in 
the Town Hall in Shackleton 

‘Endeavour’ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Trans-Antarctic_Expedition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Trans-Antarctic_Expedition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandefjord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weddell_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctica
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By MARTIN MORRIS 

During the second World War, 
there was a group of soldiers that 
formed into the 2nd Independent 
Company, which was an elite 
Commando squad. Most of them 
came from regional WA. 

Many have connections to this 
particular area. 

Stan Payne, Robert Palmer, Mal 
Herbert, William Cooper, Ray 
Aitken and my uncle John (Jack) 
Hanson come immediately to mind. 

This Commando group served in 
Timor behind enemy lines for 12 
months with enemy numbers 
severely stacked against them. 270 
Commandos against up to 20,000 
Japanese. 

I am not one to glorify the violent 
side of these conflicts, but these 
Commandos only lost 8 killed in 
action whilst inflicting about 1,500 
casualties in the Japanese ranks. 
They held up the Japanese 
southward advance for some 12 
months by undertaking hit and run 
raids on the Japanese with such 
effectiveness, the enemy thought 
that they were fighting against 
many more Australian Soldiers than 
there actually were. 

Commandos Remembered in Timor 
These brave men did not give up. 
They fought it out until they 
eventually made it off the island. 
Sir Winston Churchill, who was the 
British Prime Minister at the time, 
acknowledged that fact by famously 
making the statement “You alone 
did not surrender”. They were the 
epitome of the ANZAC spirit and 
typical “Aussie Grit”. 

The Commandos were helped by 
the Timorese, in particular some 
young boys who became some of 
the soldiers’ personal helpers, 
providing assistance with finding 
food, gaining information and 
becoming another set of eyes. These 
were the Creados. Unsung heroes 
who had to be left behind when the 
Commandos left Timor at the end 
of 1942. Sadly, the result was that 
many of these Creados, along with 
over 40,000 of their fellow East 
Timorese were killed by the 
Japanese for being supporters of the 
Australians. 

We owe them so much. 

The 2nd/2nd Commando 
Association organised a trip to 
Timor to coincide with ANZAC 
day this year, 10 of us made the 
journey and spent 9 days there, 
which included myself and Debbie 
(my Uncle Jack Hanson was in the 
2nd/2nd Commandos and is still 

alive, living in Queensland, aged 
96), Geoff Payne, formally from 
Nukarni (his father Stan was in the 
2nd/2nd same unit as Jack) and 
Sharon Paul now from Perth (her 
father was Robert Palmer and her 
mother Barbara married Stan 
Payne, after her husband died) that 
represented this area. 

We were very well received where 
ever we went, with special 
welcoming ceremonies, family 
meetings with families of the 
Creados, an invitation to meet with 
the Australian Ambassador to 
Timor, Mr Peter Roberts. 

We also visited many of the sites 
where specific events occurred 
involving the Commandos. 

The highlight was no doubt the 
Dawn ANZAC Day service. 

Well over 500 people attended the 
amphitheatre at Rua do Cristo Rei 
at the base of the Jesus Statue near 
Dili. Attendees included the 
President of Timor Leste, the 
Australian and New Zealand 
Ambassadors to Timor Leste and 
Military representatives.  It was 
very a very high-profile event that 
those of us from Australia felt very 
honoured to attend and to have the 
Australian Ambassador make 
mention of the role of the 2nd/2nd 
Commandos in the history of Timor 
and our attendance in his speech, 
was fantastic. 

The fact that there was a group of 
us attending did not go unnoticed 
with many dignitaries and others 
meeting with us and being 
photographed together. 

A very moving experience. I am so 
glad we went to Timor to be a part 

of it. It made us all exceptionally 
proud at the efforts of our relatives 
and other Australians who have 
represented Australia on foreign 
shores in times of conflict. 

Our tour was made even better due 
to the efforts of Ed Willis from the 
2/2 Commando Association, Julio 
from Timor Adventures and Mick 
Stone, an ex-Army Major who 
served for many years in peace 
keeping roles in Timor Leste. We 
had no idea of his history, nor of the 
influence he has had in the fight for 
peace and independence in the 
country. He has featured twice on 
Australian Story (“The 
Peacemaker” and “The Presidents 
Man”). He also played a role in the 
film Balibo (the murder of 5 
Australian journalists in 1975). 

Mick was exceptionally fluent in 
speaking the local language - Tetun, 
which opened all sorts of doors and 
access to information we would not 
have had without him. We were 
indeed lucky, especially having him 
in our 4 Wheel Drive for the whole 
Tour. 

Timor is a very small and very new 
country. It has a sad history of 
violent disputes, but the local 
people have shone through. They 
are extremely friendly and 
welcoming. The scenery is 
breathtaking and beautiful. 

Before we left for Timor Leste, my 
Uncle told me that “It was a bit 
hilly”.  What an understatement, if 
you put some snow on the peaks 
you would have sworn you were 
doing the Rocky Mountains!!! 

I am pleased we visited Timor Leste 
for ANZAC Day 2018. 

People connected to Merredin with relatives in the 2nd 2nd Commandos -Geoff Payne 

(father was Stan Payne), Martin Morris (uncle Jack Hanson still alive - 96 years old) and 

Sharon Paul (father was Robert Palmer, following his passing her mother Barbara 

married Stan Payne) with the Australian Ambassador Mr Peter Roberts. 



12               THE PHOENIX Friday, May 11th, 2018 

 

During Term One, the Year Two 
students at St Mary's were busy 
planning and designing a sensational 
sandwich for their class mate.  

They first explored the difference 
between healthy and unhealthy 
foods, then they got busy designing.  

After lots of planning and 
preparation, the Year Two’s finally 
got to make the sandwich for their 
friend with some help from our 
wonderful parents.  

The best part was definitely getting 
to eat the delicious sandwiches. 

Year Two Sandwich Making Day  

St Mary’s was lucky enough to host 

the Western Australia Youth Jazz 

Orchestra on Friday. WAYJO is 

Australia’s leading youth jazz 

orchestra and consists of jazz 

musicians aged from 14 to 25.  

The students thoroughly enjoyed the 

opportunity to listen to and interact 

with the orchestra and it was also 

fantastic to see all the budding 

musicians in action. 

Last term, the St Mary’s P&F asked 
the Year 5 students to come up with a 
design that could be printed onto 
reusable bags and sold at Merredin 
IGA, as Merredin IGA will no longer 
be providing plastic bags. Twenty 
three students took part in creating a 
design and the winning student was 
Ned Millington. 

“We were asked to design a picture to 
go onto reusable bags at IGA” said 
Ned. “I thought a lot about what I 
wanted to say and how plastic bags end 
up in the ocean and suffocate the fish. 
This made me sad, so I came up with 
my slogan - Save a fish from being 
sad, use a reusable bag.” 

Thank you to everyone involved in this 
project, especially to Collgar Wind 
Farm for sponsoring the fundraiser. 

Re-usable Bags 

Western Australia Youth Orchestra 

We hope that everyone will purchase 
a bag or two when they go on sale 
later this month. 
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By KIRSTY ROCHFORD 

When I first sat down to write this article, I 
had assumed it would be a factual piece 
about how wonderful it is that the WA 
State Government had put a new law in 
place banning the use of thin plastic 
shopping bags and praising the use of our 
calico tote bags to do our shopping, I mean 
I always envied those people in the 
supermarket who had their lives together 
and cared about the environment enough to 
remember their calico tote.  Plastic is a real 
problem and is everywhere and through 
our misuse is causing all sorts of harm to 
our environment. But after doing the 
research, and looking into the 
environmental damage that plastic causes, 
I’m not convinced that banning plastic 
bags is actually the solution.  Here’s where 
I started, with some facts about plastic 
bags.  

Until bans were put in place in some states, 
Australia wide, retailers were giving away 
6 billion HDPE (high density 
polyethylene) plastic bags each year.  Each 
year about 1 percent of those bags (30 – 40 
million) end up adversely affecting our 
environment and the remainder end up as 
landfill.  HDPE plastic bags easily end up 
in the environment where they are eaten by 
sea animals and birds, ultimately killing 
them.  In fact in April this year, a sperm 
whale was found dead on a beach in 
Murcia, Spain with 30 kilograms of 
plastics in its stomach which blocked its 
digestive system, killing it.  It takes 
between 20 and 1,000 years for a plastic 
bag to degrade, giving it plenty of time to 
do irreversible damage and it is estimated 
that by 2050, there will be more plastic by 
weight in the ocean than fish.  It is 
definitely time for something to change. 
With this in mind, the WA State 
Government has decided that as of July 1st 
this year, the use of all single-use, 
lightweight plastic bags will be banned.  
Queensland will also be putting the same 
ban in place this year.  The ACT, South 
Australia, Northern Territory and 
Tasmania already have this ban in place, 
which will mean New South Wales will be 
the only state in Australia without the ban 
(I had to wonder why?).   

Some experts (the ones from NSW) don’t 
believe that the ban is necessary because 
most people re-use these HDPE shopping 
bags for other things, like bin liners, in fact 
a 2012 review showed that 9 out of 10 
households do this.  In South Australia it 
was found that before the ban, only 15 
percent of people bought bin liners, 
choosing to use the shopping bags instead.  
After the ban this increased to 80 percent 
of people buying bin liners, meaning 
plastic was still being used and produced to 
meet the need.  Australia’s 2016-2017 
National Litter Index found that plastic 
bags only comprised of 1 percent of 
Australia’s actual litter, with cigarettes, 
drink containers and takeaway food 
containers making up 66 percent.  The 
NSW State Government have decided that 
with shopping bags being such a small 
portion of the problem, they would prefer 
to focus on the bigger issues like other 
plastic items, straws, drink containers and 
takeaway food containers.  When asked 
why NSW was yet to ban the bag, an EPA 
spokeswoman said their focus was on 
programs which resulted in litter reduction 
such as the Hey Tosser! Cigarette butt 
campaign and the container deposit scheme 
and that over 200 million containers have 
been returned across NSW since the 
scheme started in December 2017. 

Now to bring up a word that I can’t stand 
because it sounds so ‘swanky’: Carbon 
Footprint (the amount of carbon dioxide 

that is released into the environment as the 
result of an activity). This is an eye rolling 
term that has been abused and 
unfortunately now is associated with 
hippies and people that chain themselves to 
trees, but it’s actually really important and 
somewhere along the line, this has been 
overlooked with the new law of no HDPE 
shopping bags.  HDPE shopping bags have 
a very low  carbon footprint, meaning that 
the energy and resources needed to produce 
the bags is minimal, unfortunately, when 
producing a long lasting bag (like a calico 
tote) an enormous amount of resources and 
energy is needed, consider the amount of 
water it takes to produce the cotton, 
pesticides, fertilizer, the fuel that is used to 
harvest, then process, the fuel that is used 
to transport the cotton, then produce the 
bag, then package the bag, and ship the bag 
to the shop.  It is huge and leaves a massive 
carbon footprint. 

But the law is there and we now have to 
abide by it.  So what are your options? 

 Cotton/Calico bags are biodegradable 
and don’t release harmful pollutants as 
they break down, so definitely better 
once you’ve finished with them.  
However these bags have a greater 
environmental impact across their entire 
lifecycle and in fact have an enormous 
carbon footprint. 

 Reusable recycled-polypropylene bags 
(the green ones most supermarkets sell) 
have proven to achieve good 
environmental benefits only when they 
are re-used.  They need to be used at 
least 104 times before they become a 
better option than single use bags.  
Again, a bag that is made to last longer 
has a greater environmental impact 
overall, but these bags have less of an 
environmental impact than cotton/calico 
bags and have the lowest impact on 
global warming, water use, land use, the 
release of nutrients into waterways and 
consumption of minerals. These are non 
recyclable in Merredin. 

 Thicker LDPE (low density 
polyethylene) plastic bags can be 
purchased from most retailers when you 
do your shopping, but again these need 
to be re-used (at least 4 times according 
to studies) to make them a better 
alternative.  These bags break down into 
harmful pollutants as they degrade 
making them detrimental to the 
environment.  Interestingly, these thicker 
bags are recyclable, however collection 
points are limited.  The Shire of 
Merredin currently recycles HDPE bags, 
however I have not received 
confirmation yet about the possibility of 
them being recycled.  

 Cardboard boxes or paper bags are a 
great alternative as they are 
biodegradable, however, again the 
production process as well as the amount 
of material needed has a big overall 
environmental impact and in fact have 
the highest negative impact as far as 
global warming, land use, water use, 
solid waste and fossil fuels.  They are 
recyclable though which is a positive. 

When considering the alternatives it’s hard 
to decide which is really the best choice, 
but the only thing that is definitely clear, is 
that whatever bags you choose to use, the 
only way that they will be better for the 
environment than single-use bags is to 
make sure you re-use them for a number of 
years, and find a collection point for bags 
that can be recycled once they have 
reached the end of their life.  Remember re
-use and re-use. 

Ban the Bag.  Bad Choice? 
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By MICHAEL TEASDALE 

Recently Tracey and I travelled on a 
tour to Thailand to gain a better 
understanding of what my father, 
Eric Teasdale, endured as a POW 
working on the Death Railway.  

This trip is called ‘The Quiet Lion 
Tour’.  (Quiet Lion is the name the 
Japanese used to describe Weary 
Dunlop during his time as a POW.)  
The tour is for 12 days and the focus 
is on the story of the Australian 
POWs, their camps and the 
Australian doctors, culminating in the 
ANZAC Day Dawn Service in 
Hellfire Pass and the Memorial 
Service in the cemetery at 
Kanchanaburi.  Many sites of 
Prisoner of War camps, the Bridge on 
the River Kwai, hospital sites and 
other areas of interest are visited as 
part of the tour. 

We were fortunate to have 95 year 
old Neil McPherson, an ex-POW 
now living in Albany, travelling with 
us on our tour.  He was always 
available to answer any questions we 
had or to just have a chat.  Harold 
Martin, at 101yrs old, flew in to 
Thailand especially to attend the 
services, explaining during his 
morning address that this would be 
his last ANZAC Day in Thailand 

The Quiet Lion Tours have always 
featured High School students from 

ANZAC Day in Thailand 
around Australia who are sponsored 
by various charitable and service 
organisations.  The focus on students 
is to celebrate the work done by the 
doctors on the railway and to 
perpetuate the message that “we may 
forgive but we will never forget” the 
horrific story of the Burma Thailand 
Railway.  The tour normally includes 
survivors of the railway construction, 
but this is subject to the health of the 
POWs and is not guaranteed.  

Our Anzac Day began with a 2am 
wake up call and then we boarded the 
bus.  On arrival at Hellfire Pass our 
tour group walked 300m along the 
railway track, which was illuminated 
by oil lamps, to the site of the dawn 
commemoration where we seated 
ourselves and settled in for a two 
hour wait. 

As the dawn broke, and after the 
arrival of the two WWII veterans 
from WA, the service started.  The 
bugler and the pipers were stationed 
on top of the cutting amongst the 
trees and the effect was awesome. 

Then it was away for breakfast and 
on to Kanchanaburi Cemetery for the 
11am service.  This service was very 
official – being the main one for 
Thailand. 

There were approximately 50 
ambassadors in attendance, from 
countries all around the world, along 
with the head of the Australian Army 

and a mixture of WA students, who 
marched out and laid several wreaths 
at the cenotaph in unison.  They did a 
very good job and made us proud.  It 
was very moving and awe-inspiring 
being here where the horrors of the 
Death Railway happened. 

Later it was very sad walking around 
the different sections of the war 
cemeteries (some 7000 headstones) 
and looking at the ages of the young 
men who would not be returning 
home. 

Neil McPherson (95 year old ex-POW) & Harold Martin (101 years old) laying a 
wreath at the ANZAC Day Service 

Across the road from the 
Kanchanaburi cemetery is the 
Thailand Burma Railway Centre.  
The Australian gentleman who runs 
the museum is a fountain of 
knowledge on the POWs.  Relatives 
seeking more information about the 
railway can email him with family 
details and he will attempt to find out 
the history on where and when their 
men were interned.  

Tracey & Michael Teasdale 

Kanchanaburi War cemetery where 7,000 POW’s are buried who are mostly Australian, 
British & Dutch 

Neil McPherson, Lieutenant Angus 
Campbell & Harold Martin 
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The Phoenix recently travelled to 
England and France with Merredin’s 
Wendy and David Mackenzie, 
visiting the Cathedral in Amiens— 
France, the London Eye, and 
Kensington Palace in London. 

David at the London Eye 

Wendy & David outside the cathedral in 
Amiens with their family Karen , Lucas,  

Hilary and Jamie Mackenzie  

Wendy outside Kensington Palace 

Wendy outside London’s famous Tower 
Bridge 

David Mackenzie, Wendy Mackenzie, 
Angela Mackenzie & Shane McConnell   

Travelling Phoenix 

England and France with the Mackenzie’s Timor with the Morris 

Debbie & Martin with some Timor locals Outside the Sparrow Force House 

Martin & Debbie at the Dawn ANZAC Service with Australian Ambassador Mr Peter 
Roberts  
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PISCES—February 19—March 20 
The people in your immediate life have 
expectations that are very difficult to fulfil but it is 
not up to you to make a commitment.  A good time 
to express your own dreams and creativity and get 
your vision across to other people. 

ARIES—March 21 to April 19 
There is a sense of transition this week and there 
will be a number of exciting changes both in 
connection with your career and your personal life.  
You sense something building up and you are 
willing to take risks for the sake of change and 
inspiration. 

TAURUS—April 20 to May 20 
Money matters can lead to disappointment.  Do not 
borrow, lend, gamble or spend.  A friend or group 
you are involved with may make an unrealistic 
request, but this is not the time to sacrifice for 
others.  Actions taken in haste will be regretted.  

GEMINI—May 21 to June 20 
The people and groups you feel connected to may 
be in disarray at the moment.  Circumstances 
which people have little control over create 
disruption and the indications are that some people 
just want to settle old scores.  Fast moves help you 
avoid enemy action. 

CANCER—June 21 to July 22 
Dreams and ideals may dominate but you need to 
stay grounded and not get led astray by wishful 
thinking.  In the world around you there are 
disruptive changes which can have a radical effect 
on your career.  There is a change in dynamic from 
individual achievement to group effort. 

LEO—July 23 to August 22 
You are in a strong position to stabilise things for 
optimal efficiency.  At work this can mean getting 
rid of weakness and promoting strength to further 
your ideas.  Meanwhile there are a number of 
changes which will have an effect on your daily 
and working life. 

VIRGO—August 23 to September 22 
You are approaching the ‘end game’ of a long 
period where you found yourself exposed and 
under attack.  Tension increases.  This can be 
connected with kids or creative associates.  A 
quick decision on your part puts you in a happier 
and safer place. 

SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21 
You are in a bit of a dilemma as you consider what 
changes need to be implemented to bring more 
certainty into your situation.  You feel as if you are 
in a pressure cooker which can prompt you to be 
stressed out.  You can’t make everyone happy and 
your duty is to do what is right for you.  

SAGITARIUS—November 22 to December 21 
You are in a deeply contemplative mood, searching 
for depth and meaning in your life.  It seems that 
success and happiness has to be measured by more 
subtle methods connected with spiritual harmony in 
your inner life and in your family.  Imminent 
changes are on their way. 

CAPRICORN—December 22 to January 19 
It is a good time for you to work well with friends 
and loved ones to acquire more knowledge and 
understanding and to make a positive 
transformation for healthier relationships.  Changes 
are inevitable and once the dust settles there will be 
more harmony in your life.  

AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18 
You sense imminent change, there is a desire to 
translate an inner restlessness into some form of 
action and until this action is taken, it can feel as if 
your brain is working overtime.  Take a helicopter 
view of the situation and image what you can see at 
the end of the year.   

LIBRA—September 23rd October 22 
A good period for poetry, film and culture but not 
the best time for concrete achievement.  The 
people you relate to are stressed out and 
unpredictable.  You don’t necessarily have to get 
on board their roller coaster.  

By JODIE THOMSON 

The Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development (DPIRD) is calling on 
landholders affected by wild rabbits and feral 
pigs to complete an online survey to help manage 
these destructive pests.  

Working in partnership with Recognised 
Biosecurity Groups (RBGs) and other 
community groups, the department is seeking to 
better understand the impact wild rabbits and 
feral pigs are having on farms, the issues people 
encounter trying to control them, and where 
landholders may need assistance.  

The responses to the survey will assist RBGs and 
community groups develop coordinated control 
programs and therefore have the best chance of 
success.  

Department development officer James Dee said 
that despite the release of effective biological 
control methods, communities still have a pivotal 
role to play with traditional control programs.  

“The release of the RHDV1-K5 virus last year 
has been effective in reducing wild rabbit 
numbers, and using traditional techniques now 
will capitalise on that reduction,” he said.  

“It’s estimated that the virus has reduced the wild 

Call for landholder views on wild rabbits 
and feral pigs  

By WHEATBELT NRM 

The newest strain of rabbit calicivirus to Australia, 
known as the Korean variant (RHDV1 K5), is set 
to be released across the Wheatbelt again this 
autumn in an effort to control pest rabbit numbers. 
RHDV1 and its associated strains affect both wild 
and domestic European rabbits. The disease is 
acute and highly contagious with no cure. 
Therefore it is vital that all pet rabbits are 
immunised against RHDV1 with the Cylap® 
vaccine prior to the release. 

The Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) 
recommends vaccinating rabbits against RHDV1 
as follows: 

 Kittens: 4, 8, 12 weeks of age, then 6 monthly 
for life 

 Adults: 2 vaccinations 1 month apart, then 6 
monthly for life 

Contact your local veterinarian for advice on 
vaccination 

In addition to vaccination, the following 
precautions may assist in minimising the risk of 
infection: 

 If possible, keep pet rabbit indoors, at least until 
they can be vaccinated and your vet advises it is 
now safe for them to be outside. 

 Prevent direct and indirect contact between 
domestic and wild rabbits. Rabbit-proof 
backyards to prevent access by pest rabbits. 

 Regularly decontaminate hutches, bowls etc. 

Calicivirus Release - Immunising  
Pet Rabbits 

with either 10% bleach or 10% sodium 
hydroxide. 

 Limit contact between and handling of 
unfamiliar pet rabbits. 

 Avoid cutting grass and feeding it to pet rabbits 
if there is the risk of contamination from wild 
rabbits. 

 Decontaminate hands, shoes and clothing after 
handling rabbits other than your own. 

 Good insect control (especially for fleas and 
flies) is vitally important. Insect control should 
include insect proofing the hutch or keeping the 
rabbits indoors. 

 Remove uneaten food on a daily basis. 

 Infected rabbits should be isolated and any dead 
rabbits should be disposed of in a manner than 
will minimise environmental contamination. 
Contact your local vet for more information. 

rabbit population by 42%, but for effective control 
we need to get that down significantly further.  

“Feral pigs are on the increase and being found in 
new areas around the state, and unfortunately 
there is no effective biological control agent that 
can be used against them.  

“To successfully manage wild rabbits and feral 
pigs, which are both prolific breeders and can 
have such a devastating impact on agriculture, 
coordinated control programs are essential.”  

The survey only takes five minutes to complete. It 
asks respondents about the damage that the pests 
have caused to their property, what kind of 
monitoring activities they’ve conducted, and what 
control methods they have used.  

“Once we’ve analysed the results, it will give the 
department, RBGs and other community groups a 
better understanding of the challenges associated 
with controlling wild rabbits and feral pigs,” Mr 
Dee said.  

“We’ll then continue to work with landholders to 
develop and refine strategies that will help reduce 
numbers and protect their valuable agricultural 
assets.”  

The survey is open until 30th of May and is online 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BRMPRV3  



THE PHOENIX  Friday, May 11th, 2018             19  

 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Position Vacant 

For Sale 

Public Notices 

Baha’i Faith 

Position Vacant 

The people of the world are thinking of warfare; 
you must be peacemakers.  The nations are self-
centred; you must be thoughtful of others rather 
than yourselves.  They are neglectful; you must be 
mindful.  They are asleep; you must be awake and 
alert— ‘Abdu’l-Baha 

Free-Range Isa Brown Chooks 16 months old 
$10 each.  Buy 10 get one free.  Pullets at $25.  
Taking orders from Merredin and all surrounding 
towns.  Call Maurice 0407 381 114. 

 

Planning and Development Act 2005 

LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME AMENDMENT 

AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION STANDARD 

AMENDMENT 

Shire of Merredin 

Local Planning Scheme No. 6 – 

Amendment 6 

Notice is hereby given that the local 

government of the Shire of Merredin has 

prepared the above mentioned planning 

scheme amendment for the purpose of: 

Amending Schedule Two - Additional Uses 

by adding a new additional use to allow 

'Motel accommodation' on Lots 719, 720 

and 971 Hay Street, MERREDIN, with 

conditions; and adding a new interpretation 

for motel accommodation in Schedule One. 

Plans and documents setting out and 

explaining the scheme amendment have 

been deposited at The Shire of Merredin 

Council offices, CNR King and Barrack 

Streets, MERREDIN and will be open for 

inspection during office hours up to and 

including 25th June, 2018. 

Submissions on the planning scheme 

amendment may be lodged in writing and 

should include the amendment number, the 

property affected and details of the 

submission and lodged with the 

undersigned on or before 25th June, 2018. 

Greg Powell 

Chief Executive Officer 

Merredin Show AGM will be held 6th June at 
6pm at 110 Barrack Street, Merredin.  It will also 
include a special resolution to endorse the revised 
constitution.  All Welcome.  

 

 

 

Merredin Administration Officer 
(Casual)  

 
At CBH, we help to get grain from the farm to dinner 
tables across the world. Linking our growers to customers 
through grain handling, storage and marketing, we’re 
focused on constant improvement and transforming our 
industry. So if, like us, you thrive on challenge, it’s time 
to join a diverse $billion organisation that puts its people 
first. 

The Role 

A fantastic opportunity has arisen for an Administration 
Officer to join our Operations team in the Merredin 
office, working on a casual basis between standard office 
hours, Monday to Friday. 

Key Responsibilities 

The Administration Officer will be committed to 
providing a high level of administration and clerical 
support to the CBH Operations team. Key responsibilities 
will include: 

Co-ordination of the clerical and administrative duties for 
the office 

Providing Assistance and support to the Zone 
Administration Coordinator 

Assisting with co-ordination of recruitment, onboarding 
and training of CBH Harvest Casual Employees 

Liaison with the company’s external and internal 
customers 

Timesheet reporting and data entry 

Planning, organising and coordinating meetings 

Data processing, purchasing and inventory control 

Skills and Experience 

It will be essential for applicants to possess the following: 

Demonstrated experience in an administration , clerical or 
similar role 

Outstanding time management and organisation skills 
combined with the ability to prioritise and deliver 
multiple tasks 

Excellent written and verbal communication skills 

Demonstrated proficiency in the Microsoft Office Suite 

Demonstrated ability to work in a team orientated 
environment 

Strong commitment to safety 

An understanding on Grain Handling Industry and 
working knowledge of SAP will be highly advantageous. 
 

To be successful in this role, you will need to reside in 
Merredin, or in a nearby area. This position does not offer 
FIFO or DIDO. Please apply with an updated resume and 
a cover letter detailing your suitability for the role. 

If this position is right for you, apply before close of 
business Thursday, 17 May 2018. Alternatively, for 
further information please contact Kadie Carlson on ph 
(08) 9041 9042  
 

To find out more about working at CBH go to http://
careers.cbh.com.au/. 
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PLACE YOUR TRADES ADVERT 
 

Fantastic, affordable exposure for 
your business 

 
Min 4 editions—$30 per issue 

8 editions—$25 per issue 
12 editions—$22 per issue 

Artwork is $30 
 

Email  
marketing@merredincrc.com 

BEAUTICIAN 

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL 

PEST CONTROL GLASS SERVICES EARTH MOVING 

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT CARPENTER 

PLUMBER PLUMBER 

ROOF MAINTENANCE YOUR TRADE 
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Wheatbelt in a Snap 

Hockey 

Hockey opening day of a new hockey association, Merredin and Narembeen Juniors join 
together after their game 

Bruce Rock’s Trey Cotter  & Burracoppin 
player 

Junior Hockey teams Burracoppin & Bruce Rock 

Bruce Rock’s Takula Masuleka & 
Burracoppin player Bruce Rocks Mandy Butler brings the ball 

back into play from a short corner 

A Grade Women, Narembeen's Nat 
Browning 

Bruce Rocks Sam Urich very happy after 
scoring a second goal within minutes of 

each other 

Round 2—21st April 

Merredin's Jed Shepherd at full stretch 
trying to gather the ball 

Merredin player taking evasive action 
from a ball hit by Narembeen's 

Alexandra Rajagopalan 

A Grade women, Burracoppin controlling 
the ball whilst being pursued by 

Narembeen's Gina Cheetham 

A Grade women, Narembeen's Caroline 
Robinson smashing the ball down field 

Burracoppin driving the ball down field 

Round 1—14th April 

All images courtesy of spudsstudio53.com.au 

Narembeen player trying to get through 
some Burracoppin players 

Narembeen's Little Jack shows you do 
not have to be big to have fun playing 

hockey 

Round 3—28th April 

Eric Enright Merredin Men’s Hockey 
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Bergen Routledge F/S 111.3 

John Ayers F/S 108.5 

Ray Maiolo F/O 95.2 

Bergen Routledge F/S 110.2 

Ray Maiolo F/O 97.1 

Shooting 

29th April 2018 

Merredin 
Rifle Club 
22nd April 2018 

Round 5—5th May 2018 

Bencubbin (17.21) d. Kalannie 
(10.8) 

Koorda (16.17) d. Beacon (6.6) 

Mukinbudin (27.18) d. Nungarin & 
Towns (0.3) 

Football 

Central Wheatbelt Football League 
 Games Wins Losses Points 

Bencubbin 5 5 0 20 

Mukinbudin 5 3 2 12 

Koorda 4 2 2 12 

Beacon 4 2 2 12 

Kalannie 5 1 4 4 

Nungarin & Towns 3 0 3 0 

By M PATERSON 

In form Mukinbudin full forward 
Jared Beagley has kicked the Rams to 
two successive wins in the Central 
Wheatbelt Football League.  

Beagley’s bags of six against 
Kalannie and 10 against Nungarin 
now have him leading the CWFL 
goal kicking with 25 goals, 11 clear 
of second place. 

After the first round, Mukinbudin 
have moved into second place on the 
ladder with three victories. The 
undefeated Bencubbin Demons still 
lead the competition with 5 wins.  

Beagley Boots Rams to Successive Victories  
Saturday 28th April 2018 - ANZAC 
Round 

Mukinbudin 14.11 (95) d.  Kalannie 
10.9 (69) 

Goal Kickers 

Mukinbudin: Jared Beagley 6, Caleb 
Shadbolt 3, Jethro Sobejko 1, Gerard 
Shadbolt 1, Aubrey Jacobs 1, Brodie 
Fiegert 1, Matthew Palm 1. 

Kalannie: Matthew Dinsdale 5, Kyle 
Harms 2, Alex Harms 2, Michael 
Biagioni 1. 

Best Players 

Mukinbudin: Gerard Shadbolt, Caleb 
Shadbolt, Jared Beagley, Brodie 
Fiegert, Aubrey Jacobs, Liam 
Shadbolt. 

Kalannie: Kevin Chitty, Matthew 
Dinsdale, Matthew Liscia, Kyle 
Harms, Jorden McCreery, Alex 
Harms. 

Saturday 5th May 2018      

Mukinbudin 27.18 (180) d.  Nungarin 
0.3 (3) 

Goal Kickers 

Mukinbudin: Jared Beagley 10, 
Brodie Fiegert 3, Tim Paterson 2, 
John Waters 2, Matthew Palm 2, 
Jesse Booker 2, Scott Smith 1, Zeke 
Stewart 1, Joel Shadbolt 1, Hayden 
Sprigg 1, Caleb Shadbolt 1, Liam 
Shadbolt 1. 

Best Players 

Mukinbudin: Caleb Shadbolt, Jared 
Beagley, Gerard Shadbolt, Liam 
Shadbolt, Matthew Palm, Jesse 
Booker. 

Nungarin & Towns: Joshua Smith, 
Luke Rushby, Brandon Migro, 
Andrew Coumbe, Daniel Gordon, 
Leigh Fulker. 

Jared Beagley.  Image courtesy of Pedro 
Sippe 

Caleb Shadbolt in action for the Muka 
Rams.   Image courtesy of Pedro Sippe 

Netball 

Round 1 Results 

By NICOLA LANE 

The formation of the new Eastern 
Districts Hockey Association 
(EDHA), with its C Grade (juniors), 
B Grade, A Grade women’s and 
men’s teams, has meant that juniors 
wishing to play competitive hockey 
now have a development pathway 
that will see them being able to play 
all the way through to senior level. 

The season started with a Gala Day in 
Merredin on Saturday, 14th April.  It 
was great to have four clubs, 
Merredin, Burracoppin, Bruce Rock 
and Narembeen, playing eight games 
on the turf with lots of spectators.  
For the Merredin Club juniors, it was 
the first time they had played together 
and in front of so many people.  
Merredin played against Narembeen 

Hockey 

EDHA Merredin Junior Hockey 
and after a tough game on a hot day, 
the final score was a win to 
Narembeen 3-0.  Award winners for 
Merredin were Lincoln Withers and 
Alannah Rose Taylor.  Well done. 

The second game of the season saw 
Merredin playing against Burracoppin 
and it was great to see two local 
teams battle it out.  The new format 
with EDHA gives the opportunity for 
more juniors to play regular, 
competitive hockey on the weekend.  
The result of this game was a 6-0 win 
to Merredin.  Well done to Munashe 
Munamati and Kurtis Jones, scoring 
three goals each, and to Cooper 
Withers and Mattilda Belle-Hastie 
who were award winners. 

Round three saw Merredin come up 
against Bruce Rock.  The Merredin 

juniors played a tough game against a 
strong Bruce Rock side, but by no 
means disgraced themselves.  The 
final score was 3-2 to Bruce Rock.  
Congratulations to goal scorers, 
Connor Wells and Chloe Lane, and to 
award winners, Mattilda Belle-Hastie 
and Tyreese Ludke. 

The latest game, played on Saturday, 
5th May, was against Narembeen, 
again in warmer conditions than 
would be expected for a winter sport.  
Merredin juniors played a very good 
game and, this time, lost to 
Narembeen 1-0.  Award winners for 
this game were Tyttan Belle-Hastie 
and Munashe Munamati. 

The season continues on Saturday, 
12th May, with Merredin travelling to 
Bruce Rock to play on its new turf. 

Merredin & Narembeen juniors compete 
on Gala Day.  Image courtesy of William 

’Spud’ Tacey  

Saturday 5th May 

Juniors 

Blues 39 d. Gems 26 

Fairest & Best: Georgina Squire, 
Brooklyn Garlett & Brooke Major 

Titans 54 d. Jets 43 

Fairest & Best: Hannah Hutchings, 
Jessica Lloyd & Emma Irving 

A2 

Titans 74 d. Gems 24 

Fairest & Best: Charlee Brooker, 
Claire Hannaford & Tash Crees 

Gems 34 d. Blues 22 

Fairest & Best: Brooklyn Garlett, 
Kristy Higgins & Sarah Drakeford 

Karni Jewels 27 d.  Jets 36 

Fairest & Best: Michelle DeLacy, 
Kiara Flanagan & Carly Beilken 

A1 

Titans 44 d. Karni Jewels 31 

Fairest & Best: Sharnhee Kent, Lucy 
Coates & Courtney Crook 

Jets 59 d. Gems 31 

Fairest & Best: Sonya Smith, Steph 
Walsh & Lisa O'Neill 
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EDFL Results 

League 

Bruce Rock (19.17) d. Hyden/Karlgarin 
(4.3) 

Southern Cross (15.13) d. Kulin/
Kondinin (10.8) 

Narembeen (22.13) d. Burracoppin (1.3) 

Nukarni (12.9) d. Corrigin (11.10) 

Football 

 Games Wins Losses Points 

Nukarni 3 3 0 12 

Kulin/Kondinin 3 3 0 12 

Bruce Rock 3 2 1 8 

Burracoppin 2 1 1 8 

Narembeen 3 1 0 4 

Corrigin 3 1 0 4 

Southern Cross 3 0 3 0 

Hyden/Karlgarin 2 0 2 0 

 Games Wins Losses Points 

Bruce Rock 3 3 0 12 

Kulin/Kondinin 3 2 1 8 

Southern Cross 3 2 1 8 

Nukarni 3 2 1 8 

Narembeen 3 1 2 4 

Corrigin 3 1 2 4 

Burracoppin 3 1 2 4 

Hyden/Karlgarin 3 0 3 0 

Reserves 

Bruce Rock (14.13) d. Hyden/Karlgarin 
(2.2) 

Kulin/Kondinin (7.7) d. Southern Cross 
(6.8) 

Narembeen (14.13) d. Burracoppin (1.0) 

Nukarni (9.9) d. Corrigin (2.8) 

League Ladder 

Reserves Ladder 

Round 2—28th & 29th April 2018 By GERARD BROWN 

On another great day for footy at the 
Merredin Rec ground with the Burra 
league side opened their 2018 
account against the visiting side 
Hyden. After a forgettable outing 
against Narembeen the weekend 
before, both sides had a point to 
prove but unfortunately Hyden were 
unable to get the numbers for a 
reserves team and it was just the one 
game for the day.   

The Burra side got off to a solid 
start in the first quarter kicking with 
a handy breeze. In a hard fought but 
fairly scrappy start to the game 
Burra was able to take a three goals 
to one lead into quarter time.  It was 
more of the same in the second with 
the direction from the coach to hold 
strong  against the breeze, which 
Burra was able to do winning the 
quarter two goals to one.  James 
McBean was providing a good 
target up forward and was very 
active while the defensive unit led 
by Matthew Southall were holding 
up well.  Coach Craine urged the 
boys to not let the opportunity slip 
and to put the game beyond doubt in 
the third with what was left of the 
wind at our backs. 

Some errant kicking from both sides 
in the third saw minimal action on 

Burra gets on the winner’s list 
the scoreboard with just the one goal 
to Lucas Spithoven.  Despite 
battling a bit with figuring out who 
was actually supposed to be in the 
there, the midfield continued to 
compete well against a seasoned 
Hyden group. With a few tired legs 
the game opened up a bit more in 
the final quarter which was basically 
breakeven with a couple of goals 
apiece for both sides. Corey Craine 
and a few of the other younger 
players were active with their run 
around the ground finishing the 
game off well. 

The final scoreline was Burra 8.9 – 
57 to Hyden 4.8 – 33. After the 
seeding bye Burra takes on the 
reigning premiers in both grades, 
Bruce Rock, in what is sure to be a 
big challenge. 

Round 3—5th & 6th May 2018 

League 

Corrigin (15.11) d. Southern Cross (9.5) 

Burracoppin (8.9) d. Hyden/Karlgarin 
(4.8) 

Bruce Rock (15.10) d. Nukarni (11.7) 

Kulin/Kondinin (2.10) d. Narembeen 
(2.10) 

Reserves 

Corrigin (12.11) d. Southern Cross (2.6) 

Nukarni (16.10) d. Bruce Rock (4.2) 

Kulin/Kondinin (8.11) d. Narembeen 
2.3) 

Corey Craine chases the loose ball.  
Image courtesy of Kylie Garwood 

Kalvin Greenham clears from defence  
Image courtesy of Kylie Garwood 

Matthew Southall flies high.  Image 
courtesy of Kylie Garwood 

Nukarni Football Club 
By KIP STAPELY 

Round 2 

Reserves 

Nukarni 9.9-63 d. Corrigin 2.8-20 

Goal Kickers: M Hayden 3, D Dixon 
2, B Zwarecz, J Crook, K Creagh & 
R Beilken 

Best Players: B Zwarecz, J Crook, M 
Lane, A Ludke, M Sharp 

League 

Nukarni 12.9-81 d. Corrigin 11.10-76 

Goal Kickers: P Gray 3, M Harrod 3, 
B Giles 3, G Anderson, H Onn, D 
Gare 

Best Players: H Onn, C Crook, T 
Steele, M Harrod 

Round 3 

Reserves 

Nukarni 16.10-106 d. Bruce Rock 
4.2-26 

Goal Kickers: M Lane 3, M Hayden 
3, C Harken 2, K Creagh 2, B 
Zwarecz, K de Lacy, K Hayden, H 
Murfit, J Dixon, M Shaw 

Best Players: M Lane, J Dixon, C 
Harken, M Sharp, B Zwarecz 

League 

Bruce Rock 15.10-100 d. Nukarni 
11.7-73 

Goal Kickers: M Harrod 3, H Onn 3, 

D Gare 3, H Hooper, M Steele 

Best Players: C Crook, H Onn, C 
Koroheke, S Hooper 

League player David Gare 
Reserves player Kane Swarts going up for 

a boundary throw in 
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Tennis 

Merredin District Lawn Tennis Club winds up for another year 
By MEG GETHIN 

The Merredin District Lawn Tennis Club 
had its AGM and windup recently at the 
Merredin Recreation Centre. 

While most committee positions 
remained unchanged, Emma Growden 
and Natalie Partington were voted in as 
the new President and Vice President of 
the club for the 2018-19 season.  Ross 
Billing and Tenielle McGregor also 
joined the general committee with 
Andrew Crook and Estelle Madaffari 
stepping down.  Emma thanked the 
retiring members for their contribution 
to the club and made special mention of 
Camray Gethin who had been Club 
President since 2015 and saw the club 
through the long awaited building of the 
courtside pavilion and Captains' Room. 

The 2017-18 season was a very 
successful one for the club.  It made the 
pennant final and narrowly lost to cross 
town rival Railways.  For the first time 
in many years, the club returned to 
junior coaching and 16 club member's 
children participated in the Hotshots 
Community Play program run by 
accredited coaches Emma Growden and 
Michelle Gethin.  Eight of these children 
also had an on court experience at the 
Hopman Cup in January and two 
children (Jacob Billing and Archie 
Gethin) participated in junior tennis 
tournaments within the region.  The club 
ran another successful junior tournament 
in December and award winning Perth 
tennis coach Cameron Fenner delivered 
a coaching session in November for new 
and experienced players within the club. 

Many of the club championships for the 
year saw a 'changing of the guard' and 
an inclusion of an A & B Grade for the 
ladies competition saw some new faces 
amongst the trophy winners. 

Season 2017-18 Trophy Winners: 

Mens Handicap Doubles: Winners—
Ken Hooper & Cameron Wild, Runners-
up Andrew Crook & Luke Growden 

Ladies Handicap Doubles: Winners—
Emma Growden & Jacinta Herbert, 
Runners-up Michelle Hooper & Estelle 
Madaffari 

Mens Doubles: Winners—Camray 
Gethin & Ross Billing, Runners-up—
Ken Hooper & Luke Growden 

A Grade Ladies Doubles: Winners—
Tenielle McGregor & Natalie 
Partington, Runners-up—Emma 
Growden & Meg Gethin 

B Grade Ladies Doubles: Winners—Bec 
McCall & Carissa Amm, Runners-up—
Estelle Madaffari & Beth Smith 

Mixed Doubles: Winners—Camray 
Gethin & Katie Drage, Runners-up—
Emma Growden & Luke Growden 

Ladies Singles: Winner—Tenielle 
McGregor, Runner-up—Emma 
Growden 

Mens Singles: Winner—Camray Gethin, 
Runner-up Andrew Crook  

The club now takes a break for winter 
and will begin the 2018-19 season in 
September.  New members are welcome 
and should keep an eye on our Facebook 
page for further details about the next 
season. 

Mens Doubles Runners up— Luke 
Growden & Ken Hooper with trophy 
donor Bob Gray.  Image courtesy of 

Grant Stainer  

Ladies A Grade Doubles Winners Tenielle 
McGregor and Natalie Partington with 

trophy donor Ken Hooper. Image 
courtesy of Grant Stainer 

Mens Doubles Winners: Camray Gethin 
& Ross Billing.  Image courtesy of Grant 

Stainer 

Ladies Singles winner: Tenielle 
McGregor.  Image courtesy of Grant 

Stainer 

https://www.facebook.com/luke.growden?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/emma.growden.1?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/jacinta.herbert?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/michelle.hooper.3998?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=612256796&fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/camray.gethin?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/camray.gethin?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/luke.growden?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/TenielleHoopa?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/nat.skipworth?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/nat.skipworth?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/emma.growden.1?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/emma.growden.1?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/carissa.amm?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=612256796&fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=591747376&fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/camray.gethin?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/camray.gethin?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/katie.drage.1?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/camray.gethin?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/emma.growden.1?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/luke.growden?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/TenielleHoopa?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/TenielleHoopa?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/emma.growden.1?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/emma.growden.1?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/camray.gethin?fref=gs&dti=157050451171031&hc_location=group

