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Nungarin Harvest Festival
Another Great Weekend
By TRACY SCOTT
Another Nungarin Harvest Festival
has come and gone – and what a
great weekend it was! It began on
Friday night with approximately 170
people (from everywhere) filling the
Nungarin Community Recreation
Centre for the Community Casserole
Tea. This function is the annual
fundraiser for the Nungarin Heritage
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Machinery & Army Museum (which
is well worth a visit if you haven’t
seen it yet). Many thanks to the locals
and visitors from further afield who
provided the excellent meal.
Saturday afternoon saw everyone
heading
to
the
Mangowine
Homestead
for
the
annual
Mangowine Concert. Pre-concert
entertainment was again provided by
The Eastern Line, a very popular &
talented
local
group
from
Mukinbudin.
The main concert
entertainment was The Retro Hits,
Blues
Brothers
Revue
and
The Big O’ Roy Orbison Tribute.
Approximately 700 people enjoyed
the concert in a lovely setting on a
clear, balmy night.
Sunday was Market Day, with the
main street and hall filled with
regular and new stallholders and
buyers browsing and looking for a
bargain. Our Town Crier strode up
and down the street and into the hall,
spruiking the wares of the
stallholders. He was a great attraction
for the markets. At 10.30am Valda
Knott and Mal Willis conducted the
“Blessing of the Header” service in
the hope of a good harvest. This year,
the Museum offered a couple of its
exhibits for the blessing – a
McCormack Deering tractor and a
very old Sunshine Harvester, which
both attracted great interest.

Following the blessing, the entrants
in the metal art sheep competition

Retro Hips

were judged in Radcliffe Park. The
winners
were
Cheryl
Palm
(Mukinbudin) and Emma Riley
(Merredin) who both received cash
prizes. The sheep will be installed at
the Mangowine Sheep Dip on the
North Nungarin Road.

Merredin,
Agvise,
Bankwest
Merredin, Byfields Accountants,
CBH Merredin, CSBP, Chicken Treat
Merredin, Cliff Haines Tyres &
More, Comfort Style Merredin,
Dixon Family Doodlakine, Elders

Gary Coumbe, Chairperson of the
Mangowine Concert Committee,
thanks all those who attended the
concert, as well as the Committee,
Curtin Uni student volunteers who
helped out for the weekend along
with the Nungarin locals and the
caravanners staying at Mangowine.

cont. page 3

A big thank you to our sponsors
(without whom the concert would not
have been possible): Ag Implements

Local performers, The Eastern Line
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday 14th November

Every Saturday & Sunday

Celtic Illusion—8pm, Cummins Theatre. Book at
Merredin Visitors Centre or Cummins Theatre
website.

Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, Tammin,
9am—1pm—Call Graeme Button 9637 1098.
Saturday 13th October
Bogan Bingo, 7.30pm, Merredin Rec Centre. Call
9041 3033.
Saturday 20th October
Bruce Rock Family Fun Day—11am—3pm.
Bruce Rock CRC on 9061 1687 for more info.

Call

Tuesday 23rd October
Shire of Merredin - Local Community—Have your
say. Drop in session 5pm—7pm. Merredin Rec
Centre.
Tuesday 6th November
Melbourne Cup Luncheon—Merredin Rec Centre.
Call 9041 3033 to book.
Thursday 8th November
Developmental Disability WA—Students with
disability in mainstream school workshop, 9am—
11am, Merredin CRC. Contact DDWA on 9420 7258
for more information. All welcome.

Tuesday 13th November
Merredin Senior’s Luncheon—12 noon, Cummins
Theatre. Call Merredin CRC on 9041 1041 to book.
Limited spaces, book now.

Friday 16th November
Christmas Bazaar—Cummins Theatre—3pm—6pm.
Call the Merredin CRC 9041 1041 to book a stall.
REGULAR EVENTS
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4
year olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962
or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
A Choired Taste – All levels welcome and all tastes
catered for. Monday evening at the Senior Centre.
7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further information Langley
Smith 0409 106 649.
All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and South
Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd & 4th
Sundays 11.30am. Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427 605
331.
Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm
at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St. First night is
free. Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on 9041
3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post
Office.
Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday
Worship
and
Sunday
School
Ph
0408 484 711.
Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on 0411
984 123 for more info.

Produced fortnightly

Upcoming Editions
26th October
9th November & 23rd November
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com
Currently distributing @ 600 copies to
Bencubbin, Bruce Rock, Doodlakine,
Kellerberrin, Merredin, Mukinbudin,
Narembeen, Nungarin, Southern Cross,
Tammin, Trayning & Westonia.

Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms), Emma Aitken
0487 351 167.

Merredin Churches Fraternal—Meet on the fourth
Wednesday of the Month at 10am at the Uniting
Church. PO Box 463, Merredin, Malcolm Clark 9041
5215.

Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday mornings
9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, learn a new craft
or just come for a chat. Friday mornings 10am
Carpet Bowls new and old players welcome.

Merredin Community Resource Centre—meetings
held second Tuesday of the month 5.30pm at the
CRC. All Welcome.

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.
Free. All welcome.

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meetings
first Wednesday of the month 5.00pm at Railway
Museum. All Welcome.

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm at
the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow. Free.

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve for
more info on 0428 412 213.
Merredin United in Prayer—27th September,
Church of Christ. Meet at the church from 7pm.
Moorditj Mia Services—21st October, Uniting
Church. Meet in in the common room from 2.15pm.
People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin,
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796.

10am

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during
the school term at Throssell Road, opposite the
pool. Contact Carissa Amm on 0433 340 441.

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised,
contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, Throssell Road,

Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener Road,
11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am Saturday
Bible Study.
Ph 0457 423 060 or
9045 3056.
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—8:00am
every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron Ph 9041 1118.
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings
6.30pm.
Father
Andrew
Bowron,
Ph
9041 1118.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their stories or
just listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting
with morning tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service,
Ph 0457 329 850.

SPIKE SAYS

THE PHOENIX
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Adverts: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content/production—Kirsty Rochford
9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041
merredin@crc.net.au
Advertising—Shara Williams
marketing@merredincrc.com

Merredin Camera Club— Email Daina for more info
at dainasutherland@bigpond.com.

What would you like to see in Merredin?

Heather Giles—Thumbs
up to Mangowine
Committee - great concert
on Saturday night.
Terry Pick—Thumbs
down to the halfwit/s who
spray painted around
town including cars.
What gives them the right
to destroy others
property.
Kirsty Rochford—
Thumbs up to dancing!
Gee Gee—Thumbs up to
Vicki Greenwood
(Masters Tri-state) and
her son Archie Duncan
(WA Juniors) for
competing for WA at the
National Polocrosse
Champs in Perth over the
holidays!

Vicki Madigan –
more variety of
shopping,
different to what
we have, shoe
shops etc

Dureen Bolton –
I’d like to see
more youth based
activities aimed
more at the 8 – 17
year old group,
activities other
than sporting
opportunities.
Shopping wise,
more shops like a
Spud Shed and
Kmart.

Justin Freind –
more events in the
town for
teenagers and
youth. The
theatre caters well
for the younger
children and I
would love to see
more involvement
with the teens of
Merredin. If you
have any ideas
pop into the
theatre.

Sam Rees - I
think Merredin
needs a bowling
alley for family
entertainment.
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Nungarin Harvest Festival cont.
from page 1
Merredin, Geraghtys Mukinbudin,
Go
Mad
Merredin,
Karni
Engineering, Great Southern Fuels,
Landmark Merredin, Merredin Supa
IGA, Mia Davies MLA, Merredin
Panel and Paint, Merredin Rural
Supplies, Merredin Tourist Park,
Mukinbudin IGA, Nextra Merredin,
Nungarin
CRC,
Philbourne
Manufacturing,
Peter
Jackson
Funeral Directors, Ron Bateman &
Co, Shire of Nungarin, Shire of
Mukinbudin,
Simon
Cheetham,
Sippes of Mukinbudin, Spreadit –
DW & AM Mottershead, The
Woolshed Hotel Nungarin, Tompkin
Engineering, Trans Plus Mason
Enterprises, Tyre Right Merredin,
Wegner’s
Rural,
Westbrook
Merredin B&B, WFI Merredin,
Wheatbelt Liquid Waste, Wheatbelt
Country Supplies.
Also a huge thanks to our “in-kind”
supporters: St John Ambulance
Kununoppin Sub Centre, Peter &
Robyn Geraghty & Drivers (Buses to
and from Nungarin & Merredin), The
Eastern Line & VIP Entertainment,
Kelvin Adams & Denis Mildwaters
(Bus drivers to and from Nungarin),
Wheatbelt Liquid Waste Disposals,
Mukinbudin
Christian
Ladies
(Catering),
Bob
Mitchell
(Mangowine Caretaker), Shire of
Nungarin, Shire of Mukinbudin, The
Woolshed Hotel Nungarin, Nungarin
CRC, Wegner’s Rural, Curtin
Volunteers, The Mangowine Concert
Committee & Local Volunteers.

Jay Weston—Roy Orbison tribute

Retro Hips

Casserole Tea Night

Overall, another great weekend in
Nungarin. We have received many
complimentary comments on the
wonderful organisation of the
weekend by our small band of
dedicated local volunteers. Special
thanks to the Curtin Uni Student
Volunteers who do such a great job
helping out wherever needed.
Don’t miss it next year!! Mark the
date in your calendar for 2019 – 4th to
6th October.

Nungarin markets

The Blues Brothers Revue
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My Thoughts

The Colour 9

Thoughts of a parent of an autistic child

Police Report
By Sergeant DAN COLMAN
Merredin Police
Merredin Police continue to deal
with a number of criminal offences
reported by the community and
some identified by Police. As
always, your continued support is
appreciated and vital to our work to
make the Merredin community
safer and more secure.
There is another way that everyone
can contribute to crime prevention.
Often it’s the little things we do to
dissuade opportunistic criminal
offences such as ensuring your
house and vehicles are locked and
removing items from view. It may
be security systems such as alarms
or CCTV cameras, or
other
strategies
that
prevent
opportunities, which offenders
exploit. This brings me to a current,
specific crime trend.
If you are a business who uses
EFTPOS machines to conduct any
transactions then these devices
provide
criminals
with
an
opportunity to exploit the banking
services to fraudulently obtain cash
or goods. This can happen in a
number of ways but primarily, by
the criminal having physical access
to the machine. This allows them to
change values of transactions or
enter account numbers and often
these unlawful transactions are not
refundable by the banking service.
To prevent
such
fraudulent
transactions the following crime
prevention
strategies
are
recommended.

Never allow these machines to be
physically accessed by persons
without supervision. Don’t leave
them within arm’s reach or walk
away from the customer with the
machine being accessible.

Never allow a customer without a
card to input the account number,
which they say they have
memorised. These may be stolen
details and there is no way to check
identity.
Enter as much detail as possible
yourself,
confirm
amounts
physically and verbally with the
customer and only provide
supervised access for the purpose
of PIN requirement.
Do not provide cash refunds
incorrect transaction amounts
contact your banking provider
advice on how to reverse
transaction.

for
but
for
the

If you are unsure of a person’s
intentions or actions then request
photo identification matching the
card details. Do not be intimidated
and contact Police if required.
If you have any questions
regarding this type of offence you
should contact your banking
service provider for security
advice, or please call us direct on
9041 1322 during office hours.
Questions regarding offences can
be directed to Merredin Police or
information can be directed to
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
Follow
us
on
Twitter
@MerredinPol

It is often said that small towns are
‘cliquey’, that unless you are born
and bred in a particular town, you
will never belong. Perhaps, I was
lucky, I never experienced that
coming to Merredin 9 years ago.
Merredin is so well catered for with
sporting clubs, social clubs, pub
events and community groups there
was plenty of opportunities to meet
people. Although I never actually
attended any of them, it was nice to
know they were there and that I
would have been welcome had I
chosen to.
For me, I physically had the ability
to engage in the community, I had
family in town to help look after my
little one and I had come to town
already knowing some people. The
want was there and other than
perhaps some social anxiety, I had
no barriers in my way stopping me
from being an active community
member.
It does make me think though, what
if I was a person with a disability
coming to a new town? Not
necessarily Merredin, but any small
town.
The social model of disability sees
‘disability’ as the result of the
interaction between people living
with
impairments
and
an
environment filled with physical,
attitudinal, communication and
social barriers. In other words, a
person with disability is not
‘disabled’ by their ability or by their
diagnosis but rather by the
environment around them.
For many people with disability the
want to engage in the community is
there, just as it was for me coming
to a new town. But, there could be a
physical barrier added to the
equation. ‘Is that pub accessible for
my chair?’, ‘Am I able to
(effectively) communicate my needs
to other community members?’ or
‘Am I able to maintain my stability
while walking on different surfaces
at this community event?’
Thinking deeper, there are also the
people who may not present as
having a disability. A person who
uses a wheelchair to access the
community is seen by the broader
community as a person using a
wheelchair and the community do
their best to accommodate that
persons need with accessible
buildings, accessible paths and
street crossings. People see the
wheelchair or any other mobility
aide and modify what needs to be
modified to accommodate people

Ashley
Boardman
living with impairment; it does not
seek to change persons with
impairment
to
accommodate
society.

But what of neurological disability,
such as Autism (ASD)? There is no
physical sign that a person with
ASD is living with a disability. It’s
not as easy to physically modify a
community to accommodate a
person with ASD when you are not
sure what the person’s needs are.
I once met a person with ASD who
saw colours as numbers. Where I
would saw a grey wall, this person
saw a wall of 9. Where the difficulty
arose is that this person didn’t like
the number 9, 9 was evil, so, every
time they saw a wall of 9 they
would have to give the wall a ‘highfive’ and turn it into a wall of 12, a
number this person liked. Everyone
knows that once you high-5 a wall
of 9 and turn it into a wall of 12 that
the community is safe. This person
thought he was a super hero, saving
his community from the perils of the
evil number 9, a thankless job. This
instantly brought thoughts in my
mind of ‘how on earth is that a wall
of 9?’ but this has obviously had a
lasting effect on me as I quite often
think of this person and the wall of
9.
For me as a neuro-typical or ‘nondisabled’ person, I don’t need to
understand why this person saw
colours as numbers or why someone
doesn’t feel safe in their community
until all of the number 9’s are now
12’s. Inclusion in the community
isn’t about changing every aspect of
that community, it’s not about
painting every grey wall blue (as
blue is a number 2 and is safe).
Inclusion in the community is about
having the understanding that
everyone’s mind works that little bit
differently and not judging someone
based on a behaviour that they
cannot necessarily control. So, the
next time you see someone giving a
‘high-five’ to every grey wall down
the street, why not ask the person if
you can join in! The job will get
done twice as quick with two people
and you might just make someone’s
day.
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Library Musings
By WENDY PORTER Merredin
Librarian
Have you been watching the reality
show ‘Teenage Boss’? Interested in
learning more about Eddie Woo, the
host? He uses stories to help people
see maths differently. Have you
ever wondered why a rainbow is
curved? How is a sunflower like a
synchronised swimmer? Why is ‘e’
a magic number?
All these
questions can be answered with
Maths.
In his book ‘Woo’s
Wonderful World of Maths’ Eddie
Woo shows how card tricks,
conspiracy theories, teacup, killer
butterflies, music lightning and so
much more can be explained using
maths.
With so much of the world’s
attention focussed on refugees and
asylum seekers there are almost as
many opinions on their treatment as
there are refugees. Emma Adams is
a psychiatrist and mother of three
who travelled to Darwin to observe
conditions for mothers and babies in
detention centres.
‘Unbreakable
Threads: the true story of an
Australian mother, a refugee boy
and what it really means to be a
family’ is the story of her fight to

get a young sixteen year old boy
from Afghanistan out of the
detention system and into her home.
Emma hopes the story to be a
beacon of hope and humanity.
Those of you who have been around
for a while may remember the panic
that was created when HG Wells’
book ‘War of the worlds’ was
broadcast as a Halloween episode.
The public believed that it was
really happening.
One of the
audiobooks the Merredin Library
now has is an adaption of this story
by Nicholas Briggs (remember the
Daleks) with an all-star cast audio
dramatization. Nicholas Briggs has
made the old classic relevant to the
modern world. He even provides
the ‘voices’ of the Martians.
Remember the library is always
adding new stock to shelves. If you
haven’t been in for a while come in
and see what’s new. We not only
have
books,
but
DVD’s,
audiobooks, music scores, graphic
novels, as well as providing access
to over 13000 eResources. Ask the
friendly staff for details.

Time to go Permanent?
By EMMA PAPAEMMANOUEL
Casual employees who have
worked regular hours for at least a
year now have the right to ask their
employer for a permanent position.
A ruling from the Fair Work
Ombudsman, which came into
effect on October 1, states a person
working as a regular casual
employee for 12 months may
request for their employment to be
converted to full-time or part-time.

For full time work, this would be
working an average of 38 hours or
more per week across the year,
while those working less than 38
hours on average per week can
request permanent part-time.
Australian Council of Trade
Unions ACTU President Michelle
O'Neill has welcomed the changes,
saying every employee should be
able to have secure work.
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Bruce Rock’s ‘Purple Bench Project’
raising public awareness of violence
against women and children. The idea
of painting a bench purple in honour
of victims of domestic and family
violence was born.
The Bruce Rock Wheatbelt Youth
Council
conducted a
rubbish
collection fundraising event to raise
funds to buy the purple paint for the
bench, which was kindly provided by
the Shire of Bruce Rock.
Bruce Rock’s ‘Purple Bench’ to honour all victims of Domestic and Family Violence

By
Sergeant
ALBERTO
MEDRANO Bruce Rock Police
In early 2018, WA Police Force
Wheatbelt
District
and
the
Department of Education Wheatbelt
Region
committed
to
the
development of the Wheatbelt Youth
Council (WYC).
The project officially launched in July
2018 and has been established across
11 Police sub-districts, with an aim of
providing positive experiences for
young people and promoting positive
relationships between students, police
and the community.
Bruce Rock‘s local Youth Council
(Bruce Rock Wheatbelt Youth
Council) consists of two students
from the Bruce Rock District High
School; local Police; Shire of Bruce
Rock; and the Bruce Rock
Community Resource Centre.

Some of the roles within members of
the Youth Council are to be
enthusiastic, energetic, and proactive;
to promote positive images for young
people, advance their needs and
representation; and to assist with
projects and initiatives undertaken
and assigned to the Youth Council.
The “Purple Bench Project” is an
initiative which was launched by the
Women’s Council for Domestic and
Family Violence Services (WA) and
involves the unveiling of purple
benches in public spaces to honour all
victims of Domestic and Family
Violence. The purple colour is
associated worldwide with the
Domestic and Family Violence
awareness movement.
The Bruce Rock Wheatbelt Youth
Council sought to make an impact in
changing public perception; and in

outside the Bruce Rock Shire
Building on Johnson Street. The
launch of the Bruce Rock Purple
Bench is the Bruce Rock Wheatbelt
Youth Council’s contribution to
preventing and opposing Family and
Domestic Violence.

In early September 2018, Bruce Rock
Men’s Shed volunteers and students
from the Bruce Rock District High
School, and Youth Councillors joined
forces and renovated and painted the
bench purple.
On 12 September 2018, the Bruce
Rock Wheatbelt Youth Council were
privileged to launch the first ever
Purple Bench in rural Western
Australia and in the Wheatbelt region.
The launch was attended by
representatives from the Women’s
Council for Domestic and Family
Violence Services (WA); national
representatives from White Ribbon;
the Honourable Mia Davies MLA;
Commissioned Officers from the
Wheatbelt Police District Office;
Bruce Rock Shire Councillors; Bruce
Rock Wheatbelt Youth Council
members; Men’s Shed volunteers and
community members.
Our Purple Bench is now on display

The Purple Bench project is a Wheatbelt
Youth Council project

Bruce Rock have launched the first
Purple Bench in rural Western Australia
Wheatbelt Region

THE PHOENIX Friday, October 12th, 2018

Odd Rock Found in Merredin
By KIRSTY ROCHFORD
Recently a Merredin farmer (who
has requested to remain anonymous)
came across an odd looking rock just
south of Merredin….one that wasn’t
there earlier. In light of the ‘sonic
boom’ and bright light seen over
Northam in August, this is an
interesting discovery.

Do you know what this rock may be?
Could this be a discovery of
scientific value? Only time will tell.
Keep an eye out for future articles in
the Phoenix about this interesting
discovery.

The rock is deceptively heavy for it’s
size, in fact, a whopping 46kgs and
was brought in for us to see by being
rolled up a ramp onto the ute.
Since the discovery, the farmer has
tried a number of methods to break
open the rock to see what’s inside,
but even commercial drills failed to
reveal what is inside.

McGowan Government
supporting next generation of
Wheatbelt sports stars
By SUE CHIERA
Premier Mark McGowan recently
visited the Wheatbelt region to
announce a number of important
community grants in support of
developing the next generation of
regional sporting champions.
The Premier visited a cricket training
camp in Northam, one of five
Wheatbelt-based
AFL,
cricket,
hockey and netball clubs that will
share in nearly $60,000 worth of
grants.
Regional Western Australia has long
been a rich source of sporting talent
for the State, and the McGowan
Government is committed to
ensuring local communities have the
resources to develop the next crop of
talent. Premier Mark McGowan said
"We know how important it is to
support the next generation of
country sports stars - after all, three
quarters of the West Coast Eagles
premiership team came from
regional areas.”

Grassroots sport is also, in many
cases, the cornerstone of Wheatbelt
communities, where players of all
abilities, ages and backgrounds come
together to enjoy the health and
lifestyle benefits of social sport.
The 2018-19 Regional Grants
Scheme (Wheatbelt) includes:
 Wheatbelt
Regional
Council - $15,000;

Cricket

 Netball WA - $15,000;
 Midlands
Regional
Football
Development Council - $12,500;
 Upper Great Southern Hockey
Association - $10,000; and
 Wheatbelt Regional Football
Development Council - $5,000.
This round is the first to be awarded
as part of the 2018-19 Regional
Grants Scheme, with successful
applicants from other regions to be
announced in the near future.
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Avon Youth is the place to be

Avon youth will have ‘Drop In’
every Monday and Wednesday from
3-5pm. ‘Drop In’ is open to all youth
aged 12-25 years as a place to chill
out, play pool or table tennis, or do
arts and crafts.

Avon youth will also be running six
weekly programs which require
youth to sign up to. The programs
will be advertised a couple of weeks
in advance at the centre. The Youth
Centre is still at 33 Bates street, just
next to Cummins Theatre.

New Committee for the
Merredin Museum and
Historical Society
Having your period is no
longer a ‘luxury’
Finally, after an 18 year long
campaign, it has been agreed in
principal to remove the 10% gst tax
on tampons and pads. Up until
now, sanitary items have included
GST while other health products
such as nicotine patches, Viagra
and condoms are exempt. The
tampon tax means that women
across Australia are paying an extra
10% of the cost of their sanitary
products as their government
considers them to be "nonessential" items. Since when has
having your period been a luxury?
The GST laws were written in 1999
and came into use on July 1, 2000.
It was introduced by the Howard
Government, when at the time, only
two out of the 20 Cabinet ministers

were women.
Sanitary products
account for $30 million in GST
revenue and it is suggested that this
will now be recouped by taxing
alternative
therapies
including
herbalism,
iridology
and
aromatherapy, yet another loss for
our national health.
Our Federal Member for Durack,
Melissa Price said that she welcomed
the removal of the GST on feminine
hygiene products and said that
‘common sense has prevailed and
this change is long overdue’.
The GST is expected to be removed
from feminine hygiene products
from January 1st 2019.

On Wednesday 3 October, Julie
Flockart was elected President, Roy
Butler Vice President, Gemma
Romeo Secretary and Debbie Morris
Treasurer, Jim and Rosemary
Lambert, Gail Law, Mike Romeo
and Jan Whisson Committee
Members.
Julie thanked Lance Fleay for his
time and commitment as President
over the past few years and Sandy
for her efforts on the Committee,
which were concurred by the other
members at the meeting.
Lance and Sandy have been
volunteering regularly at the
Museum and have coordinated the
volunteer
roster,
undertaken
maintenance and cleaning, organised
busy bees, assisted with the
relocation of collection items while
asbestos was removed, encouraged
people to volunteer and have been

the contact for the Museum for
enquiries.
Unfortunately due to
Lance’s ill health, they did not
renominate for the Committee but
still volunteer in the office when
they can.
With the Cover of the Rolling Stock
now completed, the Committee is
keen to continue improvements at
the Museum and look forward to
having the area where the ponds are
completed,
the
cellar
better
accessible and source funding to
engage a heritage professional to
assess the collections and provide
advice on displaying them.
The Museum is always looking for
volunteers, so if anyone has a few
spare hours a week, please contact
the Secretary on 0438814339 or call
into the Museum and have a chat
with one of the volunteers.
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Bayer and Landmark are
growing for good
By MARK GREENSLADE
Landmark Merredin is one of 24
Landmark rural supply stores around
the country involved in the
Grow4Good program that supports
local community causes. The
program – a Bayer initiative that is
supported by Landmark – is
donating up to $100,000 to local
community causes that help change
rural lives for the better.
To be considered for inclusion in the
Grow4Good program, Bayer asked
Landmark agents to submit a
proposal to receive a grant for their
cause. Landmark Merredin was
successful with their submission and
will aim to raise up to $5,000
between 15 July 2018 and 30
October 2018 towards emergency
generators for the community.
Bayer is supporting Landmark
Merredin and emergency generators
for the community by donating $1
for every Litre of Velocity or
Prosaro sold.
Landmark Merredin’s Bob Alderton
said “We are a regional sub centre
for St John Ambulance (WA). A

recent devastating event highlighted
our vulnerability in not having the
capacity for an alternative power
source for charging our ambulances
to enable transport of patients to the
local hospital and keep our
medications
at
the
correct
temperature. An alternative power
source will safeguard the service if a
power disruption occurs. We’re
extremely grateful for the support
from the Grow4Good program.”
Ben Thompson, National Key
Account
Manager
at
Bayer,
commented “It is clear that our
customers are committed to their
communities and the Grow4Good
program will assist with the already
fantastic fundraising efforts of
dedicated locals. The quality of
Grow4Good proposals received have
been excellent, so choosing our final
24 was extremely difficult. Whether
it’s to purchase a life-saving
defibrillator, help with cancer
treatment or for a new school
playground, Bayer is extremely
proud to be supporting farming
communities that give us all so
much.”
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OLD JACK’s Adventure
before Dementia
By HANNAH MARTIN
Have you ever wondered why
wombats have hairy noses? Or, why
you can’t teach an old dog new
tricks? Old Jack is here to tell you!
A sportsman, a scholar, an actor and
an Aussie Gleeman. Old Jack is
Australia’s leading octogenarian
writer and performer of poetry and
short stories.
OLD JACK’s Adventure before
Dementia unpacks 80 years of mortal
coil to create a performance that will
share the joy of getting old.
The show gathers some of Old Jack’s
most entertaining poetry and stories
from a lifetime of travels. OLD
JACK’s Adventure before Dementia
covers a range of amusing topics

from how Tasmania came to be and
why Eddie Murphy shouldn’t ride a
bicycle.
Wit, wisdom and wishful thinking:
Old Jack is delivering a performance
that will make you think, smile and
laugh.
Travelling all the way from Adelaide,
Old Jack’s performance will be part
of Cummins Theatres 90th Birthday.
The performance is on Saturday, 27 th
October with a high tea beginning at
11am and the show at 12pm. Tickets
are $15 each and include both the
show and high tea.
Tickets are now available from the
Central Wheatbelt Visitors Centre,
Cummins Theatre box office, or at
www.cumminstheatre.com.au.

‘Old Jack’ will be performing at Cummins Theatre
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McGowan Government invests millions to upgrade
Wheatbelt roads
By SUE CHIERA
Millions of dollars invested to
upgrade Wheatbelt roads through the
Black Spot and Safer Roads
programs.
Black Spot Program
funding to target roads identified as
high-risk to improve road safety.
$7.6 million will be invested in the
Safer Roads Program in the
Wheatbelt to make the local road
network safer.

providing $20 million and local
governments funding the remaining
$5 million.



$28,667 to upgrade
Road/Eujinin
North
(Shire of Bruce Rock);

Sippe
Road

carriageway,
improving
cross
sections, and installing line marking
and audible edge lines; and

The program targets improvements
to roads with a proven crash history
and
cost-effective
treatments.
Wheatbelt roads receiving funding in
2018-19 include:



$51,333 to upgrade the
intersection at Bodey Street
and Harper Street (Shire of
Pingelly); and

$100,000 to construct a northbound
passing lane on Albany Highway at
Marradong Road.



The State Budget delivered more
than $2 billion for regional roads.
The McGowan Labor Government
will invest millions of dollars into
upgrading dangerous roads in the
Wheatbelt region, through the 201819 Black Spot and Safer Roads
programs.



Premier Mark McGowan joined local
MPs Darren West and Laurie
Graham today to inspect the section
of Great Eastern Highway that is
receiving funding under the Black
Spot Program.
The Black Spot Program is a joint
State-local government initiative,
with the McGowan Government



$1.1 million for the Bakers Hill
Improvement
Project
upgrades to the section of Great
Eastern Highway between
Berry Brow Road and Tames
Road to improve safety for
pedestrians and road users;
$1.3 million to upgrade YorkMerredin Road at Ashton
Street (Shire of Quairading) Main Roads is realigning and
widening the intersections in
close proximity to Ashton
Street in the township of
Quairading to improve the
traffic flow around a rail
crossing, BP garage and rest
area;
$650,000 to upgrade the YorkMerredin Road at Totadgin
Hall Road (Shire of Merredin);



$91,300 to upgrade Swainstons
Road (Shire of Kulin).

The McGowan Government is
investing $28.4 million into the WA
Safer Roads Program to fund 24
regional road safety initiatives. The
program funds initiatives that make
the road network safer for all road
users, including pedestrians and
cyclists.
A total of $7.6 million will be
invested in the Safer Roads Program
in the Wheatbelt, including:
$3.5 million for various sections of
Great Eastern Highway between
Walgoolan and Southern Cross. This
will allow for 110 lane kilometres of
shoulder reconditioning and sealing
in narrow sections to provide a
consistent nine-metre-wide seal and
installation of audible edge lines.
$530,000 to upgrade York-Merredin
Road, including widening and
sealing shoulders, rehabilitating the

These improvements are on top of
$17.2 million allocated in 2018-19
and 2019-20 through the Road
Trauma Trust Account to upgrade
Great Eastern Highway from
Walgoolan to Southern Cross. The
State Budget also included $2.4
million to continue improvements on
Toodyay Road, $20 million for
upgrades to Indian Ocean Drive and
$70 million for improvements to
regional roads across the State
identified as high-risk for run-off
crashes.
This is on top of significant works
undertaken in 2017-18 on Great
Eastern Highway to address the
maintenance backlog, including
4.9km of pavement rehabilitation at
Tammin, Hines Hill and Goldfields
Road; pavement repairs between
Northam and Southern Cross; 20km
of reseal between Northam and
Cunderdin; asphalt works on
Northam Bypass; and 32km of edge
break repairs, shoulder grading and
minor pavement repairs along Great
Eastern Highway.
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Memories of a Pioneer Farmer
By ELLEN HARDMAN
Hedley Spry Hardman 14/10/1926 –
19/07/2018
Hedley was born in North Perth on
October 14th 1926.
He was the eldest child of Charles
and Emily Hardman, he and his
three siblings Doreen, Edmund and
John lived on the family’s wheat
farm
at
Goomarin,
North
Burracoppin.
Hedley’s mother Emily, home
schooled
the
children
using
Government correspondence lessons
which were delivered fortnightly by
mail.
Horse power was originally used to
farm the land but as Hedley grew
older he saw the need to modernise.
Methods of farming improved as
new machinery was bought and
mastered. The rain or lack of rain
was always Hedley’s greatest worry.
Hedley married Ellen Jones in 1955
and they moved into a new home on
a nearby farm which had been
owned by the Reichelt family.
Hedley and his two brothers all had
properties in close proximity,
consequently the road running
between them has been named
Hardman Road in recognition of the
Hardman Family.

Hedley share farmed with the
Wilson family and with more land
purchased there was plenty of work
and many beautiful crops were
grown.
The Hardman children initially
attended the Burracoppin Primary
School and when Hedley and Ellen
relocated into Merredin the three
youngest attended South Merredin
Primary School.
As well as farming, Hedley worked
at the newly built Oasis Hotel in
Merredin for 12 months and
occasionally for the local undertaker
when needed.
He and Ellen enjoyed playing lawn
bowls and Ellen was a successful
member of the Merredin Art
Society.
As family needs changed the farm
was sold and Hedley and Ellen
moved to Booragoon, Perth in 1988.
In Perth, Hedley enjoyed his hobby
of creating new furniture from old
and developed his passion for
researching family history.
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Camera Club goes bush
By GRANT STAINER
The Merredin Camera Club
recently met up with a high profile
professional photographer from the
United Kingdom, who was in
Australia for a few weeks.
Diane Seddon LRPS CPAGB
BPE3*,
is
a
professional
photographer
based
in
the
Lincolnshire area of the UK, and
has spent many years shooting
commercially,
doing
events,
awards, corporate headshots, media
images and various assignments.
Ms Seddon is now refocussing on
more personal imagery and
projects, such as her really
impressive semi-abstract multiexposure images as well as other
artistic imagery.
Ms Seddon travelled with the
Merredin
Camera
Club
to
Eaglestone Rock, where we
explored the rock, the wildflowers,
and surroundings together.
The camera club members were

keen to learn from Ms Seddon, and
she happily shared her knowledge
and experience, and we had a great
time talking about everything
photography related and more.
On return to Merredin, we then all
went out for tea together and
showed each other various photos
and discussed them.
Ms Seddon does a wide range of
photography, and examples of Ms
Seddon’s photos can be found on
her
website
at
https://
www.dseddonphoto.co.uk/ and also
on Flickr at https://www.flickr.com/
photos/osdog/.
We had a great time meeting,
talking, and exploring with Ms
Seddon, and we enjoyed learning
more photographic ideas.
The Merredin Camera Club
welcomes new members. For more
information about the Merredin
Camera Club, please email Daina
Sutherland
at
dainasutherland@bigpond.com.

Sadly, Hedley passed away on 19th
July 2018 at Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital, aged 91.
He is survived by Ellen, his wife of
62 years, their five children, 14
grandchildren and three great
grandchildren.

Karen Slater, Mike Seddon, and Diane Seddon at Eaglestone Rock. Image
courtesy of Grant Stainer

Hedley with his new John Deere tractor at his Burracoppin farm 1980

14

THE PHOENIX Friday, October 12th, 2018

Tips for talking to someone
with cancer

By CANCER COUNCIL WA
When someone you know is
diagnosed with cancer, you might
want to talk to them about it, but
sometimes it's difficult to find the
right words. Everyone's experience
of cancer is unique and it can be hard
to grasp exactly what someone is
going through.

There isn't a perfect script - what you
say will depend on your relationship
and your own experiences. However,
it's important to try and be
empathetic and understanding and be
aware that there are some things you
can say that will be more helpful
than others. To make things a little
easier we've put together some do's
and don’ts for speaking to someone
with cancer - take a look below:
5 Things TO DO
1. Ask 'How are you going now?" try to ask how the person is
feeling from time to time
throughout their treatment and
recovery. Be sure to make time to
really listen and respond to their
answer.
2. Tell them you're willing to listen sometimes a caring listener is
what the person needs most. If the
person wants to talk about what
they are going through, give them
time to speak, make eye contact
and try not to interrupt.
3. Acknowledge life can be unfair - a
person with cancer doesn't want to
feel blamed or punished. It may
help to recognise that sometimes
bad things happen to good people.
4. Follow their lead - some people
with cancer don't like to be called
a cancer sufferer, battler, victim or
survivor. Pay attention to how
they refer to themselves and
follow suit.
5. Talk about other things too although it's important ask how
they're feeling, the person with
cancer may not want to talk about
cancer all the time. It's ok to chat
about other things happening in

both of your lives.
5 Things NOT TO DO
1. Offering unsolicited advice - the
person with cancer needs to make
their own decisions based on the
advice of their medical team. If
you'd like to share your opinion
with the person, ask them if it
would be helpful first.
2. Saying clichés or unrealistic
assurances - even though you you
may intent to be reassuring,
saying things like, "don't worry"
or "stay positive" can seem
dismissive of how the person is
feeling. It may also be unrealistic
- of course the person may worry,
and so might you. It's normal to
feel concerned.
3. Pushing particular beliefs everyone has the right to their
own beliefs and values, both
religious and non-religious. The
person with cancer also has the
right to make their own decision
about treatment and their life.
4. Asking probing questions - the
person may not want to tell you
about something personal (e.g.
their prognosis) and their privacy
should be respected.
5. Sharing lots of stories - you may
know other friends and family
members who have also had
cancer, but this person may want
to focus on their own health.
Every person's situation is
different so comparing stories
may not always be helpful. It's
better to ask first - e.g. "Do you
want to hear about I study I read
about?"

More information
For further information and advice
on talking to people affected by
cancer our wonderful Cancer Nurses
can provide you with information
about cancer and our many support
services but if you ever feel like you
just need someone to talk to, they're
here to chat. Give them a call on
13 11 20.
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By GRANT STAINER
Have you ever read something and
then immediately forgotten what you
have read? If so, you are not the only
one!
A group from RMIT University in
Melbourne have come up with a way
of helping address this problem,
through creating a new font called
Sans forgetica. This typeface is
designed to help people remember
more of what they read, especially
students studying.
The development of the new font was
a collaboration between Dr Jo
Peryman and Dr Janneke Blijlevens
from the RMIT Behavioural Business
Lab, and RMIT typography lecturer
Stephen Banham.
Dr Peryman and Dr Blijlevens
conducted experiments on around
400 students, where they tested a
variety of font characteristics to aid
memory retention. From this, they
were able to develop and provide the
psychological theory and insights to
Stephen Banham, who built the font.
They found that a more broken up
font aided memory retention better

due to the reader needing to spend
more time on each word to mentally
rebuild the gaps in the letters.
The experiments found that the Sans
forgetica font was a good balance
between being too clean a font and
being too broken up. It hit the sweet
spot in the middle.
They also found that the best way to
use the font was sparingly, as overuse
of the font can reduce its
effectiveness.
Sans forgetica has a variety of
characteristics that differ from many
of the design principles of
conventional typography, including
back slanting and gaps in letter
construction.

fairly

The Armistice
of 1918

Typography is a fascinating area,
with different fonts having various
moods, messages, and of course
people who love them or hate them.

After several months of hard fighting on
the Western Front, the Allies finally broke
through the Hindenburg Line on 29
September 1918. The German army was
beaten and within weeks came the
Armistice.

people have individually
unique handwriting styles.

There is the clean, standard,
professional look of the Arial font
(which some people consider
boring). There is also the fun,
cheerful, and pleasing to the
eye font Comic Sans (which
some
ultra-serious
people
consider unprofessional). Then
there are the truly disgusting, ugly,
and aggressive fonts like Calibri
(which sadly is the Microsoft
default).

As the reader spends more time on
each word, it gives the brain more
opportunity to do deeper cognitive
processing,
thereby
enhancing
information retention.
The insight that more difficult to read
fonts are more memorable than really
clean fonts is a reason why
handwritten letters and documents
can often be more memorable than
typed documents, especially as

For more detailed information (and to
download the font for free!), check
out the RMIT website at http://
sansforgetica.rmit/.

The Armistice of Compiègne between the
Allies and Germany came into effect at
11am on 11 November 1918. The guns
fell silent on the Western Front and after
more than four years of unimaginable
bloodshed and destruction, the war was
finally over.
At home in Australia, large crowds
gathered in capital cities to celebrate the
end of conflict.
The Armistice paved the way for the
signing of a formal peace treaty, the
Treaty of Versailles, and the end of the
war six months later. On 28 June 1919,
the treaty was signed in the Hall of
Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles, with
Australian Prime Minister William Morris
(Billy) Hughes and Deputy Prime
Minister Joseph Cook adding their
signatures on Australia’s behalf. After the
Second World War, Armistice Day
became Remembrance Day, a time to
commemorate war dead from all conflicts.
11 November 2018 commemorates the
centenary of the Armistice that ended the
First World War.
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CLASSIFIEDS
ARIES—March 21 to April 19
Focus is currently on your social life,
friendships and allegiances and you want to
embrace ideas that don’t conform other people’s
views and follow your own alternative path.
This makes partners very anxious and insecure
so expect them to resist. Keep an open mind.
TAURUS—April 20 to May 20
You are feeling a little uncomfortable at the
moment and trying to handle confrontations
unsuccessfully. You start to talk in secret to
someone who knows you well enough to help
you through this. Your life will be disrupted but
exciting! So keep pushing on.
GEMINI—May 21 to June 20
You are feeling some pressure at work at the
moment as someone is trying to tell you
something. Work is a battleground of opinions
and beliefs for you and maybe you prefer to
keep your thoughts to yourself. All will be
smooth sailing soon.
CANCER—June 21 to July 22
A time of peace and harmony at home for you
and now you can be the one to help your loved
ones who are going through emotional turmoil.
A younger person may be going through
something they are reluctant to talk about right
now, but they will want to talk soon. Be ready.
LEO—July 23 to August 22
A friend is having relationship issues that she is
trying to get out of. Ask as many questions now
as you can, as you will be much more involved
later on, which will bring some disruption and
you should know the facts.
VIRGO—August 23 to September 22
Someone at work may be causing some distress
because of their disruptive ideas or lack of
sensitivity. You should tread more carefully
than usuall, working behind the scenes to find a
resolution, instead of in the open. They may
not have tact, but you can.
LIBRA—September 23rd October 22
You have a friend who is happy to take on your
emotional or financial exhaustion at the moment
while you retreat to a place where you feel more
confident and secure. A border of some type
will need to be crossed to get there.
SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21
Confidential negotiations with people who you
feel ill at ease with are underway. You may
need to be confrontational and discuss feelings
and thoughts which you prefer to keep buried
beneath the surface, but they need to come out
in the open, so be brave and let it out.
SAGITARIUS—November 22 to December 21
There will be a ‘switcharoo’ this week as
someone you are expecting to show up on your
door doesn’t, and someone you weren’t
expecting to show up at your door does! You
will be in the company of someone who is on
the same wavelength and who shares the same
beliefs. Lucky you!
CAPRICORN—December 22 to January 19
You feel suffocated by people who are overdependent, but now is the right time to show
understanding and empathy. Something is going
on that needs to be kept under the radar and
your job right now is to be a solid support.
AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18
Change is on the horizon as you change back to
an earlier situation which will require you to
travel over some distance. Your partner may be
equally as interested as it will bring some
excitement and change good for both of you.
PISCES—February 19 to March 20
People who you are close to may find themselves
forced to unwillingly compromise in connection
with a group. People who you expected to join
you find themselves having to back off because
of a difficult relationship situation. An expected
meeting won’t occur.

Public Notices

Available for Work
Attention Farmers: have your beef, sheep or pigs
killed, dressed and cut up by me.
Call Kim
0457 251 161.

Baha’i Faith
Thy name is my healing, O my God, and
remembrance of Thee is my remedy. Nearness to Thee
is my hope and love for Thee my companion. Thy
mercy to me is my healing and my succour both in this
world and the world to come. Though are the AllBountiful, the All-knowing, the All-Wise—Baha’u’llah

For Sale
Free Range Isa Brown Chooks 16 months old. $10
each, buy 10 get one free. Taking orders for pullets mid
December delivery. Maurice 0407 381 114.
Honda 50cc Scooter 2900km. $1,000. Phone Ver n on
0478 621 473.

Garage Sale

SHIRE OF MERREDIN
PROPOSAL TO DISPOSE OF PROPERTY
In accordance with Section 3.58 of the Local
Government Act 1995, the Shire of Merredin
proposes to lease the following property:
Portion (approx. 250 square metres) of Lot
684 Bates Street, Merredin (commonly known
as the Recreation Ground) to the
Commonwealth of Australia through the
Bureau of Meteorology for the purpose of the
Co-Operative Weather Station for a period of
10 years together with 2 options for renewal
for further terms of 10 years and 10 years
each for a fee of $1.00 + GST.
Members of the public are invited to make
submissions in relation to the proposal.

28 Golf Road, Saturday 13th October.
Tools,
furniture, household items, toys. Too much to mention,
come and have a look from 8am onwards.

Public Notices

Submissions should be addressed to Chief
Executive Officer and can be posted to PO Box 42
Merredin
WA
6415,
emailed
to
admin@merredin.wa.gov.au or hand delivered to
the Administration Office during normal business
hours and are to be received before 4.00pm on
Monday 12 November 2018.
Greg Powell
Chief Executive Officer

2017/18 Annual Report & Annual
Electors Meeting
The 2017/18 Annual Report was adopted by
Council at its September 2018 meeting and is
available
on
the
Shire’s
website
www.merredin.wa.gov.au or in hard copy
format from the Shire Administration Centre.
The Report will be presented at
Electors Meeting to be held at
Tuesday 16 October 2018 at
Administration Centre, Cnr King
Streets, Merredin.
All are welcome to attend.
Greg Powell
Chief Executive Officer

the Annual
6.00pm on
the Shire
& Barrack

The AGM of the Merredin Military Museum will be
held at the Military Museum at 3pm November 3rd
2018. New members are welcome. If you want to do
interesting and rewarding volunteer work we would love
to see you.

ART HISTORY MEMES

Merredin Golf Club Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 17th October 2018 commencing at 7.30pm
at the Merredin Recreation and Leisure Centre. All
welcome.
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Travelling Phoenix
By SUE OLCORN
My partner Kevin and I recently took
an extended trip in WA and NT.
This photo was taken at Coober Pedy
which is a town mostly built
underground! This is the entrance to
the St Peter and Paul Catholic
Church. The church was beautiful

and cool and a hot day and sits at 22
degrees year round. It was the first
purpose built underground Catholic
Church of its type in the world
opened 1967 and extensions
completed 1984.
The alter of the church is made of
local stone and recycled material.

Kevin outside the St Peter and Paul
Catholic Church

The alter is made local stone and
recycled material

Spring Smoothies
Spring has sprung and the time for
soups and stews is over. We found
some delicious spring smoothies
online at #fitgirlcode. Check it out

for heaps of different recipes, or
create your own.

INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS

4-5 large strawberries, cored

1.

Place the strawberries in a
blender and puree until
smooth.
Pour strawberry
puree in the bottom of a glass.

2.

Rinse the blender. Place the
remaining ingredients in the
blender and puree until
smooth.

3.

Pour the smoothie gently on
top of the strawberry puree to
fill the glass.
Serve
immediately.

1/2 cup light coconut milk
1/2 cup Greek yoghurt
1 & 1/2 frozen bananas
1/2 champagne mango
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
#fitgirlcode “inspired by Pool Bar Jim. All
images and text from A Beautiful Plate”
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CABINET MAKER

CARPENTER

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT

EARTH MOVING

FLORIST

GLASS SERVICES

HAIRDRESSER

LAWYER

PEST CONTROL

SARAH SOMERS

LAWYER
Family Law – Divorce – Separation - Property
Settlement – Defacto Relationships
Children’s Issues – Contact/Residence
Competitive hourly rates – Reduced fee for
Initial Consultation

Serving the Wheatbelt Community
85 Fitzgerald St, Northam
9622 9687 / 0427725501
sarahsomers@iinet.net.au
PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL

ROOF MAINTENANCE

WASTE MANAGEMENT
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Lecture Focuses on Career in Corporate Agriculture
By LINDSAY MCNEILL
Those at this year’s Muresk Lecture received
insight into the varied and personally satisfying
career of a person who has held a number of senior
positions in Australian corporate agriculture.
Guest speaker at the 25th lecture held in the
auditorium at Muresk on August 16 was John
McKillop who is the CEO of Hassad Australia.
The lecture is a tradition started by students in
1981 and features high profile political and
agribusiness leaders. It was organized this year by
the Muresk Student Association under the
leadership of president and CSU agribusiness
degree student, Tom Steber from Bencubbin and
attended by about 70 students and members of the
public.
In his address Mr McKillop outlined his career that
started with a diploma in agriculture from Orange
Agricultural College as it was then. After realizing
farming on his own in the Macquarie Valley like
generations of his family since 1838 was not
viable, he became a financial councillor helping
other farmers in financial difficulty transition out
of the industry.
His next step was to study part time for a business
degree. He said he disliked the imposition on his
family and himself… “But I looked at it and said to
myself I have 10 years to hate doing this or 30 or
40 years to regret not doing it. Corporate
agriculture is a good career,” he said.
Mr McKillop told the students that having good
qualifications would give them the edge in a
competitive job market. “You needed to study and
continuously upgrade your qualifications, learn
PLUMBER

what you are good at and exploit it… bite off more
than you can chew and chew like hell, network and
accept opportunities as they arise. He has a masters
degree in business administration and graduate
certificate in agribusiness.
His career reflects his philosophy having held
senior positions with KPMG Consulting, Grainco,
Stanbroke when it was owned by AMP, Elders,
Clyde Agriculture and Harvey Beef along with
membership of the boards of Marcus Oldham
College, Meat and Livestock Australia, Primary
Industry Education Foundation and Cubby Station.
In 2015, McKillop was offered the job at Hassad
Australia. The business is owned by Qatar
investments that owns 17 properties across
Australia running 150,000 ewes and cropping
75,000 hectares in winter. The aim of the Hassad
investment was food security, he said.
In introducing, Mr McKillop, CSU agribusiness
degree student, Euan Grylls, gave an insight into
his decision to give up studying for a degree in
psychology to study agribusiness at Muresk. He
said what appealed to him was the mix of subjects
in the Charles Sturt University degree relating to

After the lecture (L-R) John McKillop (guest speaker),
George Walton-Hassell (Pingelly), Jeremy Bryan (Bindi
Bindi), Jack Sawyer (Xantippe) and Julia Levkencho
(Northam)

agricultural production and business management
delivered by lecturers with real experience in the
agricultural industry. “I felt I was being brought up
to speed with future farming,” he said.

Quads - Time for everyone to take action
By CHARLES ARMSTRONG

Between 2001 and 2017, there have been over
247 quad deaths. In 2017 alone, there were 12
fatal incidents with 11 occurring on-farm.
“Over half of these deaths result from the
machines rolling over. Too many people are
being asphyxiated or crushed to death,” said
Charles Armstrong, Chairman of Farmsafe
Australia.
“And this is not to mention the serious and lifechanging non-fatal injuries that are all too
frequent”.
“Farmsafe Australia has welcomed the recent
ACCC review into quad bike safety and supports
Option 5 of the draft recommendations which
will, among other things, introduce a safety star
rating system, mandate CPD’s on new bikes sold
in Australia and introduce minimum test
requirements for static stability, mechanical
suspension and dynamic handling,” stated Mr
Armstrong. “These measures will have a real
impact on the safe design of quad bikes.”

devices. These devices will limit people being
crushed by quads when they do rollover.
Victoria and NSW now offer rebate program to
encourage fitting of CPDs to bikes currently in
use, which are lightweight, can be simply fitted
to most bikes and don’t interfere with normal
riding practices.
“Fitting these devices will save lives and prevent
many serious injuries in the event of a rollover.
Whether riders have lots of experience or are
novices, CPDs make quads safer. We also
reinforce the message that all owners and
operators of quads should keep children under 16
off quads of all sizes, never carry passengers,
maintain the vehicle in good condition especially the tyre pressure and brakes, ensure
training supervision, work within load limits and
wear a helmet,” said Mr Armstrong.
Further information can be found at:
www.farmsafe.org.au or by contacting the
Farmsafe Australia on (02) 6269 5622 or your
state Farmsafe group.

“Quads have an illusion of stability and people
often think that four wheels are safer than two
wheels. This is simply not the case. Because of
their instability, quads are often not the best or
safest vehicle for the jobs that need to be
undertaken on the farm,” stated Mr Armstrong.
“In many cases a small ute, side-by-side vehicle
or two-wheel motorbike will be a better
alternative and while these carry their own risks,
we know they are lower than that of quads. In
fact many farmers have moved away from using
quads at all because the risk of rollover is too
high.”
If using a quad, a key to reducing the number of
deaths from rollovers is fitting a suitably tested
crush protection device (CPD). The available
evidence strongly supports the use of these

If using a quad, the best protection is fitting a crush
protection device
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Tennis

Professional Coach visits
Merredin
By MICHELLE GETHIN
The Merredin District Lawn Tennis
Club is excited to announce that it
has secured the services of
professional tennis coach Jacinta
Crabb for an 8 week block of tennis
coaching
between
OctoberDecember.
Ms Crabb is the
daughter of Merredin residents
Duane and Kylee Crabb and also
coaches at Alexander Park TC in
Perth during the week and has
experience coaching at schools and
in the Geraldton zone. Ms Crabb
specialises in Cardiotennis which is
a 60 minute workout to music that
involves tennis skills.
The Cardiotennis program claims
that participants can expect to burn
anywhere
between
300-1000
calories per session and tennis
experience is not essential. It is
suitable for men, women and high
school aged students. Ms Crabb will
be offering several sessions of
cardiotennis on a Monday at the club
(6am-7am, 9.30-10.30am and 67pm) starting from Monday 15th
October. You can find out more
about
Cardiotennis at http://
cardiotennis.com.au.

The 2018-19 tennis season at
Districts officially opens on Sunday
14th Oct at 3pm and new members
are encouraged to attend.
The club operates every Sunday
from 3pm and offers a relaxed
family-friendly atmosphere and
caters for all tennis abilities. Ms
Crabb will also be offering junior
and adult coaching sessions on
Sunday afternoons and Monday
afternoons for club members and
those interested in starting tennis.
For further enquiries please email
mdltc@hotmail.com.au or check out
our facebook page.

Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club Patrons
Open Day
By BETH GEARING
On Saturday the 6th of October in
perfect conditions the Merredin
Civic Bowling Club held their
Opening Day for the 2018/2019
season.
A big field of bowlers played for the
Eddy Johnston OAM Patrons
trophy. The Club would like to
sincerely thank Eddy and Margaret
for their continued sponsorship.
Unfortunately due to ill health Eddy
was unable to roll the first bowl to
officially open the new bowling
season, so Life Member Brian Bush
was given this honour in Eddy's
absence. The club wishes Eddy a
speedy recovery. A barbecue tea
followed to conclude a great day.

Steve Cepi, Darren Postans and Craig
Last

Winners of the day were the team of
Darren Postans, Steve Cepi and
Craig Last.

Runners up were Brian Bush,
George Cooper, Aub Tompkin and
Kristy Cooper.
Past and present club members. Image
courtesy of Grant Stainer

Brian Bush rolling to first bowl to open
the new season
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Golf

Merredin Golf Club Country Week
By TREVOR WATERHOUSE
30th September saw 26 players from
the Merredin and Carnarvon golf
clubs made their way to the
Lakelands Country Club for the
warm up round of golf before the
official start of country week.
The winner of the day was Mat
Andrijasevich from Carnarvon with
35 stableford points, runner up was
Mark Goodfield with 34 points and
the winner of those that were
staying at the Broadwater Resort in
Como was Brian (Grub) Waterhouse
with 33 points. The unfortunate next
year’s winner and holder of the
horse’s backside was Shaun
Waterhouse closely followed and
the winner of the finger by Greg
Rose.
Country week officially started on
Monday the 1st of October with a
stableford round at the Royal Perth
Golf Club and the joint winners of
the Merredin contingent were Rob
Gearing and Shaun Waterhouse with
34 points followed by Mark
Goodfield with 33 points. Shaun
handed over the horse’s backside to
Albert Radze and Greg Rose passed
on the finger to Alby Koper
On Tuesday the 2nd of October at the
Melville Gladers Golf Club Alby
Koper turned his form around from
the previous day to lead the
Merredin contingent with a score of
+1 and to be the runner up of the par
competition for the whole field. Pete
Gerrand was the next best with
square and 4th in the competition
followed by Grub Waterhouse and
Stretch O’Neill with -2. The winner
of the horse’s backside was Dean
Wiggins and Alby passed on the
finger to Dominic Ripepi. Six of our
players competed in the first 18
holes of the 36 hole stroke
championships held at the Gosnells
Golf Club and Rob Gearing

Mick Parry Wednesday’s winner of
the ‘Horses backside’

continued his good form to have 78
off the stick and to be in 6th in gross
competition and 4th in the nett.
On Wednesday the 3rd of October
the majority of the players went to
Hartfield Golf Club for a stableford
competition and the Merredin
winner with 36 points Stretch
O’Neill and runner up with 35
points was Trevor Waterhouse and
third was Jon Attwell with 33
points. The winner of the horse’s
backside was Mick Parry and
Dominic passed the finger onto
Glen Crees. The other players went
to the Gosnells Golf Club for the
second 18 holes of the 36 hole
stroke
championships
but
unfortunately no one was in the
winners circle but most improved
their score from the previous day.
The day wound up with the
presentations of the weeks winners
after the barbeque held around the
pool.
On Thursday the 4th of October
some players went to the Mandurah
Country Club to play a 4BBB
competition and David Campbell
and Peter Skender with 44 points
were the leading Merredin players
followed by Alby Koper and Pete
Gerrand and Jim Campbell and
Adrian (Leroy) Irving and Greg
Rose and Mick Parry with 41 points
and next year’s winners were
Dominic Ripepi and Gerry Burns.
The other 10 players went to the
Lakelands Country Club for the
foursomes’ championships and the
leading Merredin combination were
Rob Gearing and Michael Paterson
who lead in both the gross and nett
and were followed by Lyndsay
Barker and Justin Boyd in the gross

and Grub Waterhouse and Murray
Clausen in the nett.
On the way home on Friday the 5th
of October the annual oldies versus
young ones held at the El Caballo
Golf Course was played in an
Ambrose match play competition.
This year’s winners were the young
ones comprising of team members
Rob Gearing, Shaun Waterhouse,
Stretch O’Neill, Leroy Irving,
Shaun Avery, Justin Boyd, Grub
Waterhouse, Justin Watts and Jon
Attwell. The young ones won in
whitewash, winning all three games.

arranging the accommodation, the
trophies and sending in the
nominations and also to thank those
that took vehicles to Perth to
transport the rest of us around the
various courses.

All players that went to country
week thank Jim Campbell for his
tremendous organising skills in

Brian (Grub) Waterhouse winner of
Sunday’s round

Glen Crees Wednesday’s winner of
the ‘Finger’

Albert Radze Monday’s winner of the
‘Horses backside’

Alby Koper Monday’s winner of the
‘Finger’

Jim Campbell handing the cup to the
captain of the winning team, Rob
Gearing

Shaun Waterhouse Sunday’s winner
of the ‘Horses backside’
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Football

Wheatbelt Footy Volunteer of the Year
By MICHELLE GETHIN
In the week after the epic West Coast
Eagles grand final win, it was
pleasing to hear the club publicly
acknowledge how important the
junior clubs were in the development
of each player and the extraordinary
commitment their families made in
their early days. Grassroots football
is at the beginning of every
footballer’s journey and requires
hundreds of volunteer hours to make
it a success.
At the recent Sandover Medal count
in Perth, the WA Football
Commission acknowledged the
efforts of local football volunteers by
awarding a Football Volunteer of the
Year Award.
Out of 1200
nominations, 17 finalists were
chosen - one from each WA football
district. Merredin local Ian “Frog”
Sutherland was the chosen nominee
from the Wheatbelt District. Mr
Sutherland has spent over thirty
years of his life involved in football
as a player, coach, umpire or
administrator. He is a life member
of the Nukarni Football Club having
played 310 League games as well as
more than 50 games representing the
Eastern District Football League.
Since retiring from senior football,
Mr Sutherland has concentrated his

efforts on junior football with his
three sons making their way through
the ranks. Mr Sutherland’s wife
Daina is not only very understanding
about his passion for football but has
also supported him by taking on
several committee roles over the
years.
The Football Volunteer of the Year
award was eventually awarded to
Mark Brookes from the South
Fremantle District but Mr and Mrs
Sutherland certainly enjoyed the
night rubbing shoulders with WAFL
players and other nominees.

Pictured right: Ian ‘Frog’ Sutherland was
awarded the Wheatbelt Football
Volunteer of the Year

