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By KYLIE SQUIRE 

The Burracoppin Daffodil Day 
Committee were extremely pleased 
with the turnout of people and 
support from the community for this 
year’s Burracoppin Daffodil Day on 
Friday 24 August.   

Over 200 people attended the event, 
which raised $9350 for the Cancer 

Burracoppin Daffodil Day raises $9350 
Council, taking the total amount 
raised since commencing this event 
in 2005, to around $60,000. 

The Committee - Kate 
Downsborough, Adele Alvaro, 
Deonne Sutherland, Narelle 
Millington, Sam Barnett and Kylie 
Squire, sincerely thank the generous 
sponsors, donors, stallholders, 
Burracoppin CWA, the ladies who 

Jo Millington and Helen Barnett enjoying 
the day  

cooked and worked in the kitchen, 
the men for setting up the marquee 
and everyone who attended. 

Kids had a great time on the Bouncy 
Castle provided by Crazy Fun 
Amusement and the crowd enjoyed 
the Kings Park Fashion ‘fashion 
parade’. 

Daffodil Day is an important date in 
Cancer Council’s calendar with the 
day being one of Australia's most 
iconic events. The daffodil is the 
international symbol of hope and 
funds raised from these events helps 
the Cancer Council invest in life-
saving research to give Australians 
the best chance of survival. 

Burracoppin Daffodil Day Committee Over 200 people enjoyed the event 

The Committee acknowledge that we 
have all been affected by cancer, 
whether through family, friends, 
neighbours, work colleagues or 
personally and are very pleased to be 
able to contribute towards helping 
those impacted by cancer. 

Thank you to everyone for your 
generosity and support, we hope to 
see you again next year.  

A CAR AIN’T A CAR UNLESS 
FIXED BY A CARR! 

How will NBN  
affect your medical 

alarm. 
Page 7 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Every Saturday & Sunday 

Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, 
Tammin, 9am—1pm—Call Graeme Button 
9637 1098. 

September 10th—22nd 

Ravensthorpe Wildflower Show.  Call 9835 
7034 for more info. 

Saturday September 15th 

“The Portal” and “Dance Battle”, Cummins 
Theatre 4pm—6pm.  Tickets available at the 
Visitors Centre or www.cuuminstheatre.com.au 

23rd September 

Merredin Markets, 110 Barrack Street, 9am—
1pm.  Call 9041 1041. 

Southern Cross Car & Bike Show – Southern 
Cross Oval, gates open 10am. For more 
information visit 
www.yilgarnmotoringentusiasts.com 

REGULAR EVENTS 

0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 
0—4 year olds.  Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 
9041 0962 or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au 

A Choired Taste – All levels welcome and all 
tastes catered for. Monday evening at the Senior 
Centre. 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further information 
Langley Smith 0409 106 649. 

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and 
South Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd & 
4th Sundays 11.30am.  Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427 

605 331.   

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.  
First night is free.  Beginners to advanced.  Call 

Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the Chemist 
or Lyn at the Post Office. 

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday 

Worship and Sunday School Ph  
0408 484 711. 

Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on 
0411 984 123 for more info. 

Merredin Camera Club—   Email Daina for more 
info at dainasutherland@bigpond.com. 

Merredin Churches Fraternal—Meet on the 
fourth Wednesday of the Month at 10am at the 
Uniting Church. PO Box 463, Merredin, Malcolm 
Clark 9041 5215. 

Merredin Community Resource Centre—
meetings held second Tuesday of the month 
5.30pm at the CRC.  All Welcome. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

SPIKE SAYS 

What are your plans for the Perth Royal Show? 

 

Gavin 
Cornish—I 
haven’t been 
for 30 years but 
hope the Wild 
Mouse is still 
running and my 
boss Bob has 
requested a 
toffee apple 
and some fairy 
floss.  

Clayton 
Murray—as part 
of the Merredin 
Show Committee 
we are a member 
of the Royal Ag 
Society, so 
looking forward 
to representing 
our Show!  Also, 
can’t wait to see 
if the Wild 
Mouse is still 
there.  

Emma 
Aitken—I 
haven’t been for 
a few years but 
I hope to go this 
year (if Rae lets 
me have the day 
off) Maybe I’ll 
take my 
nephews so I 
have an excuse 
to buy a Bertie 
Beetle 
Showbag! 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month 5.00pm 
at Railway Museum.  All Welcome.   

Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve 
for more info on 0428 412 213. 

Merredin United in Prayer—27th September, 

Church of Christ. Meet at the church from 7pm. 

Moorditj Mia Services—19th September, 
Seventh Day Adventist Church. Meet in in the 
common room from 2.15pm. 

People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 10am 
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796. 

Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 

during the school term at Throssell Road, 
opposite the pool.  Contact Carissa Amm on 
0433 340 441. 

Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12 
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised, 

contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email 
julietownrow@westnet.com.au  

Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, Throssell 
Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms), 

Emma Aitken 0487 351 167. 

Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday 
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, 
learn a new craft or just come for a chat. Friday 
mornings 10am  Carpet Bowls new and old 

players welcome. 

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday 
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.  
Free.  All welcome. 

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm at 
the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.  

Free. 

Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener Road, 
11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am Saturday 
Bible Study.  Ph 0457 423 060 or  
9045 3056. 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron Ph 
9041 1118. 

St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South 
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings 

6.30pm. Father Andrew Bowron, Ph  
9041  1118. 

Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the 
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old. 

Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their 
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea.  Senior’s 
Centre.  $1. 

Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday 
Service, Ph 0457 329 850. 

Elenore Ritchie—Thumbs up 
to all the volunteers at 
Petticoat Lane.  You do such 
a good job of rehoming so 
many goods. 
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Miranda Wallace—Thumbs 
up to the guy and his dog that 
ran by me last night when I 
was out on my walk and 
actually said 'hello' to me as 
many people don't normally 
respond when I say hello. We 
keep our connections alive in 
any town by talking to and 
acknowledging each other - 
even when we just pass each 
other in the street. Nice job 
mate. A little friendliness 
goes a long way. 

Ash Smith—Thumbs down 
to the Shire for not giving 
away the free mulch at the 
tip. 

Rae Manning—
Maybe this is 
the year to go, 
season looking 
great.  I’m sure 
all of our 
grandkids will 
be on-board if 

we say the 
word.  Great 
memories of 
side show alley. 

Darren Postans— had a 
fantastic meal at the 
Northside Tavern. Steak was 
done to perfection.  

http://www.yilgarnmotoringentusiasts.com
https://www.facebook.com/miranda.j.wallace.9?fref=gc&dti=490300184343925
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By SUE CHIERA 

Federal Member for Durack and 
Minister for the Environment 
Melissa Price said more locals in the 
central Wheatbelt are set to enjoy 
regional sporting and community 
events thanks to a $2.6 million 
redevelopment of the Bencubbin 

Minister Price opens Bencubbin Multipurpose Complex 
redevelopment  

Multipurpose Complex, which is 
now officially complete.  

Opening the complex redevelopment 
on the 7th September, Minister Price 
said the Australian Government was 
investing in community and sporting 
infrastructure upgrades across the 
country to ensure that regional 
communities remain great places to 
live, work and raise a family.  

“The Bencubbin Multipurpose 
Complex is an excellent example of 
this commitment in action, with our 
investment helping deliver a great 
facility for this community, as well 
as supporting five ongoing local 
jobs, which is a welcome boost for 
the local economy,” she said.  

Minister Price said the redeveloped 
complex, which included a new 
function space, change rooms and 
spectator facilities, would bring the 
local community together and help 
create a vibrant and active region.  

“We expect well over 6,000 people 
will use these fantastic facilities 
every year to play a range of sports, 
including bowls, netball and hockey, 
as well as attend the agricultural 
show and other community functions 
and events held at the complex,” Ms 
Price said.  

The Bencubbin Multipurpose Complex is now officially complete 

Shire of Mt Marshall Shire President 
Tony Sachse said it was imperative 
that Council continue to support the 
residents of the shire and beyond 
with suitable infrastructure to engage 
in purposeful activities.  

“The Bencubbin Multipurpose 
Complex development gives our 
shire future scope to engage with the 
wider community by utilising this 
dynamic multipurpose facility. At 

the same time, it creates a local hub 
to support current users of the 
facility, whether it be for sports 
training, a sporting meet, social 
gatherings, events or workshops,” Cr 
Sachse said.  

The project was jointly funded, with 
the Australian Government investing 
$917,400 and the Shire of Mt 
Marshall $1,694,571.  

Shire President Tony Sachse & 
Honourable Melissa Price opened the 

complex 
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Court Report 
5th September 2018 

Lance Baylis was convicted of 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended), was fined $200 and was 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30. 

Shane Coysh plead guilty to 
exceeding the speed limit in a speed 
zone and was fined $200. 

Nathan Jones plead guilty to having 
no aurhority to drive—suspended 
(other than fines suspension), was 
fined $400, ordered to pay costs of 
$205.30 and had his licence 
suspended for a further 9 months.  

Mark Kendall plead guilty to careless 
driving, was fined $500 and ordered 
to pay costs of $205.30.  He also 
plead guilty to being  a driver who 
was required to ensure a passenger 
over 6 months and under 4 years was 
restrained and was fined $600. 

John McKenna plead guilty to 
having no authority to drive (fines 
suspended) and was fined $200, he 
also plead guilty to failing to display 
P plates, was fined $150 and ordered 
to pay costs of $205.30. 

Gillian O’Connor was convicted of 
using an unlicensed vehicle on a 
road, was fined $100, ordered to pay 
costs of $205.30 and ordered to pay a 
half annual licence fee of $84.30. 

Bruce Palmer was found guilty of 
failing to comply with reporting 
obligations, was fined $500 and 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30. 

Stewart Parkin was found guilty of 
driving with a prescribed illicit drug 
in oral fluid or blood, was fined 
$200, ordered to pay costs of 
$205.30 and to pay an analyst fee of 
$186.  

Rashid Snell was found guilty of 
dangerous driving and received a 
continuation of an intensive 
supervision order, he also plead 

guilty to having no authority to 
drive (fines suspended), was fined 
$200 and ordered to pay costs of 
$205.30. 

Adrian Starr was convicted of 
having no authority to drive—
suspended (other than fines 
suspension), had his licence 
suspended for a further 9 months, 
was fined $400 and ordered to pay 
costs of $205.30. 

Kate Waters was found guilty of 
driving with a prescribed illicit 
drug in oral fluid or blood, was 
fined $200, ordered to pay costs of 
$205.30 and to pay an analyst fee 
of $186.  

Franziska Weigold plead guilty to 
exceeding 0.08g alcohol per 100ml 
of blood, had his licence suspended 
for 6 months, was fined $500 and 
was ordered to pay costs of 
$205.30. 

William Snowden was found guilty 
of driving with prescribed illicit 
drug in oral fluid or blood, was 
fined $200, ordered to pay costs of 
$190.85 and to pay an analyst fee 
of $182.   He was also convicted of 
failing to comply with a 
requirement to provide a sample of 
oral fluid for drug testing, was 
fined $200 and ordered to pay costs 
of $190.85.  

Michael Swannick plead guilty to 
being a driver who failed to wear a 
seatbelt, was fined $550 and 
ordered to pay costs of $205.30. 

David Smoker was found guilty to 
endangering life, health or safety of 
a person and received a 7 month  
intensive supervision order.   He 
was also found guilty of being a 
person who permitted an unlicensed 
person to possess firearm/
ammunition, was fined $800 and 
ordered to pay costs of $190.85.  

Tales of the Past 

Police Report 

I was speaking with a friend who 
grew up in Sweden during the 
Second World War. Sweden was a 
neutral country and one would have 
expected that the folk there would be 
safe, but…. She told me that enemy 
planes flew across Sweden, over 
Norway and on to bombing raids on 
England. She said that every school 
had big bunkers and that there were 
also bunkers in the streets for 
peoples’ safety. As children the rule 
was this. If there was a siren 
sounding they had to make for the 

nearest bunker and stay there until 
another all clear siren sounded. If 
children were on their way anywhere 
and there was a siren they had to get 
into the nearest bunker for safety. 

Her story reminded me of the fact 
that a couple of members of the 
Tales group told that there were air 
raid shelters dug and fortified at both 
North Merredin Primary School and 
at St Mary’s School when they were 
students there during the Second 
World War. 

The ‘Letter to the Editor’ section of the Phoenix is a place for the community to express 
their views and opinions on issues that directly or indirectly affect any part of it.  We 
typically print every letter sent to us.  However, the Editor would like to remind the 
community that the ‘Letters to the Editor’ section is not a vehicle for people to air personal 
gripes against another person/persons. The Phoenix reserves the right to refuse any 
contribution on the basis of ethics, which includes, but is not limited to, personal vendettas 
or attacks.  Please be aware that we do not ‘fact check’ ‘Letters to the Editor’ and therefore 
cannot guarantee the contents authenticity.  

Two weeks ago my husband and I 
spent four days in Merredin.  I am 
not sure whether there is an 
appropriate way in which to say 
thank you to the community.  
Everywhere we went, we were 
greeted with smiles and a very strong 
sense of community seemed to 
permeate the town.  The staff at the 
Visitor Centre were excellent with 
advice, as were the staff in all the 
businesses we visited.  The church 

fellowship when we worshipped was 
welcoming and we thoroughly 
enjoyed the local production of 
“Dying to meet you”. 

The people of the town need to be 
commended on the way they treat 
tourists to your town, well done.   

Chris Duncan 
Stansbury 

South Australia  
 

Merredin—a strong sense of community 

Letter to the Editor 

By Senior Sergeant MARK 
TOBIASSEN 

Hi Readers, 

As you may know, there have been 
several fatal and serious crashes in 
the Wheatbelt over the past couple 
of weeks. Having to break the news 
to a family member that their loved 
one isn’t coming home is a horrible 
job and it leaves emotional scars on 
the family. For this reason I plead 
with all drivers in the area, please 
don’t speed, drive while intoxicated 
or under the influence of drugs or 
drive while fatigued. Don’t talk on 
your phone while driving and make 
sure your seatbelt is on. Watch out 
for other drivers and pay attention. 
Let’s not have any more tragedies 
on our roads. One death is too many. 

This means we will be targeting 
these driving issues over the 
coming months so you have been 
warned. Don’t get upset if you get a 
ticket, if you do, it’s because we are 
trying to stop drivers from doing 
things that may put themselves or 
others in harm’s way. If you make a 
habit of driving while under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs, or 
you continue to drive without a 
license there is a good chance we 
will get to know each other. 

You can report bad drivers to us 
through Crime Stoppers 1800 333 
000 or talk to us directly. You can 
follow us on Twitter @MerredinPol 

Until next time, drive safely! 
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By WENDY PORTER Merredin 
Librarian 

It seems that every second show on 
TV nowadays is a cooking show – 
we even have a channel dedicated to 
food and cooking.  This wouldn’t 
have come about unless people were 
becoming more and more interested 
in cooking themselves rather than 
buying fast food.  So it shouldn’t be 
a great leap to realise that the 
Merredin Library holds a vast 
number of books on food and 
cooking. 

What you may not realise is that the 
library holds a variety of books 
created by those TV cooks/chefs.  
For some the library holds not just 
the books but DVD’s as well.  Take 
Maggie Beer for example.  The 
library holds several of Australia’s 
favourite cook’s books such as 
‘Maggie Beer’s spring harvest 
recipes’ or Maggie Beer’s summer 
harvest recipes’ but also ‘The cook 
and the chef – Autumn’ DVD. 

Books by other Australian 
celebrities include ‘Neil Perry’s 
Good Cooking’ and ‘Surfing the 
menu: next generation’ by Dan 
Churchill and Hayden Quinn.  Neil 
Perry shares his secrets in over 110 
simple yet sophisticated recipes 

Library Musings 
with seasonal produce always taking 
the starring role.  Dan Churchill and 
Hayden Quinn take you on a 
journey around Australia from 
Broome to Byron Bay in 80 recipes 
inspired by local growers and food 
producers. 

Then there are the global celebrities 
such as Gordon Ramsay (‘Bread 
Street Kitchen’) along with his 
Bread Street Kitchen Team, Nigella 
Lawson (‘How to be a domestic 
goddess’), Duff Goldman (‘Ace of 
Cakes’ DVD) and Rick Stein (‘Rick 
Stein’s India’ DVD) just to name a 
few.  How about the different diet 
books including Paleo, Food-map, 
allergy-free, diabetic and egg and 
dairy free cooking.  There are books 
on fermenting, preserving, 
charcuterie (smoking and curing 
meat), baking, cake-decorating and 
even books on bush tucker.  There is 
even more available on the 
eResource platforms that are free for 
members. 

Come into the library and see the 
collection.  And remember if what 
you want is not in the Merredin 
Library we may be able to borrow it 
from another library.  Come in and 
ask staff for help. 

My Thoughts 

We all know the saying “There’s 
more than one way to skin a…well 
you know the rest.” There is also 
more than one way to lose your 
driver’s licence. You have the main 
ways, speeding, loss of points, DUI 
of either alcohol or worse. Maybe, 
something silly as forgetting to pay 
fines or to renew your licence.   

But there’s another one which I 
didn’t think I would have to worry 
about, a medical suspension.  

After an event that has basically 
changed my life, and more 
specifically the way I get around, I 
was made aware that I would be 
losing my driver’s licence. Ok, I can 
live with a couple of months off the 
road, so I start looking into what I 
am up for. Maybe two or three 
months, that’s ok. But then the 
doctor advised me that it could be 
two years, ouch.  After more 
investigation it turns out I can be 
reviewed in twelve months. 

So, after the paperwork is done I 
organise a visit from a local police 
officer to pick up (handover) my 
licence, oh it was also my birthday! 
My main point of advice in all of this 
is - if you know you are going to lose 
your driver’s licence, your primary 
form of identification, please go and 
get a West Australian Photo Card  
BEFORE you give up your licence. 
The Photo Card can now act as your 
primary ID. It uses the same number 
as your driver’s licence and will be 
required at the other end of the 
suspension to ID yourself to return 
your licence.  

So, that’s the car licence sorted, now 
for the commercial licences I hold. If 
you think twelve months is rough, 
wait for it. Australian National 
Standards hit you with a ten, yes ten, 
year ban! So, say good bye to my 
HR licence as well.  

For those who don’t know me, I am 
a non-drinker and have basically 
been the designated driver for the 
last 26 years. Now I am the one who 
needs a lift. More so, sometimes 
getting my family around. As I have 
a pretty great circle of mates this has 
been achieved and we have gotten to 
where we need to go. 

My two boys and I were booked in 
for a few days away in Hamelin Bay, 
the easy thing to do was to cancel 
and stay home but as the boys were 
so excited about going, the mates 
came to the rescue giving up their 
time and driving us down to the 
campsites and then back home again.  
Quite an effort but it was a great 
week and I’m most grateful to those 
who helped. 

After waiting 10 years to see the first 
Eagles game at the new stadium my 
daughter and I got there with the 
help from more friends.  This is just 
a couple of examples of the help I 
have received getting around over 
the past few months. 

So, now there is only six months to 
go on suspension and so far so good. 
Hopefully my medical review in 
March will be in my favour. So if 
you see me out and about, my bike 
riding and walking is not me being 
on an intentional health kick, which I 
am constantly asked, but at least 
there is one positive out of all the 
anguish. 

Brad 
Anderson 
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By HANNAH MARTIN 

Seven-piece band B2M (Bathurst to 
Melville) have recently embarked on 
their first national tour. The band has 
been building an International 
acclaim and will be bringing their 
beats to Merredin’s Cummins Theatre 
on Sunday, 30 September.  

Formed in 2004 the group write, 
record and perform music that blends 
traditional Tiwi culture with 
contemporary sounds to create an 
upbeat RnB style performance.  

Their new show is entitled B2M: 
Mamanta, Mamanta which means 
‘friend’ in Tiwi. The band gained 
permission from their elders to enrich 
their performance with traditional 
song lines that have never left the 
island before. Band member Jeffery 
“Yello” Simon says “like the 
paintings that reflect the depiction of 
country, our songlines demonstrate 
our journeys, our history and our 
community.” 

The performance will deliver a 

B2M: Mamanta is bringing the 
Tiwi Islands to Merredin 

historically rich experience with 
pumping beats that have been 
acknowledged for their ability to 
create a contagious joy.  

“B2M…wow, the music, the joy, the 
talent - it was contagious. It would 
have been a standing ovation that 
demanded an encore - but everyone 
was already on their feet dancing! We 
couldn’t get enough of them!” 
Phaedra Watts, Artistic Director, 
Nannup Music Festival. 

The Huffington Post has even 
described the band as “Australia’s 
answer to the Backstreet Boys.”  

B2M Mamanta is a performance that 
the whole family can enjoy. Doors to 
the Cummins Theatre will open at 
5.30pm for a BBQ of meat and salad 
before the performance. Tickets are 
$10 for the show and an additional 
$10 for the BBQ. 

Tickets are now available from the 
Central Wheatbelt Visitors Centre, 
Cummins Theatre box office, or 
online at www.cuminstheatre.com.au  

B2M will perform at Merredin’s Cummins Theatre 

Subsidies to upgrade unmonitored 
medical alarms offered as part of 
NBN rollout.  WA seniors who use 
unmonitored alarms are encouraged 
to register. 

The State Government is 
encouraging seniors and others who 
use unmonitored medical alarms to 
register to receive a saving of up to 
$300 on their upgraded system, as 
part of the NBN rollout. 

NBN Co is offering a subsidy of up 
to 80 per cent, to a maximum of 
$300, to unmonitored medical alarm 
users who will need to switch 
systems when the NBN is installed in 
their area. 

Unmonitored medical alarms help to 
safeguard people who suffer from 
health issues by calling family 

members, friends, neighbours or 000 
when triggered. 

With the NBN set to progressively 
replace most existing fixed line 
phone and internet services, 
unmonitored alarms will need to be 
upgraded to be able to dial out in the 
event of a power outage. 

All unmonitored alarm users, or 
carers on their behalf, should register 
with NBN Co's Medical Alarm 
Register. When the NBN rollout is 
happening in a particular area, the 
NBN will contact people on the 
register to assist with device 
upgrades. 

To register and for more information 
call 1800 003 095 or visit http://
www.nbn.com.au/alarmupgrade 

Seniors with home medical 
alarms encouraged to access 

NBN savings 

By SHARA WILLIAMS 

With the weather warming up, the 
wild flowers out and the Wheatbelt 
looking lovely, our hibernating 
reptiles are beginning to wake up and 
become more adventurous. This 
means it is also time for us to be a 
little more careful when we are out 
walking, cycling or driving in our 
local area.  

Over the last week or so there has 
been a large increase in the number 
of bob tails and other reptilian 
wildlife found dead on the road so 
we would like to take this 
opportunity to remind people to keep 
an eye out on the roads for any 
wayward wildlife. In a similar vein it 
also pays to remember that due to the 
weather warming up snakes and 
lizards will be seeking out sources of 
water, so things like a dripping tap or 
pet bowls may bring them 
uncomfortably close to your house. 
To help alleviate that try placing a 
container of water further from your 
house in the hopes that they may be 

It’s that time of year again! 
more inclined to go for the water 
that isn’t near the house.  

However, if you do find a snake or 
lizard in your yard or home, please 
do not kill it on sight, instead 
contact our local Snake and Reptile 
removal specialist James on 0429 
043 185 or find him on Facebook 
under "Snake and Reptile 
removalists Merredin and 
surrounds", this will ensure that our 
native wildlife will be here for 
everyone to enjoy well into the 
future. James does this service as a 
volunteer and is not always 
available. Call or text James on 
0429 043 185. 

http://www.nbn.com.au/alarmupgrade
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St Mary’s annual Faction Athletics 
Carnival was held on Monday, 27 
August at the Merredin Recreation 
Centre.  

The day began with the students 
competing for the marching shield. The 
Pre Primary students began the program 
of events with their running races and 
team games, followed by the rest of the 
school. It was fantastic to see all students 
competing so enthusiastically and 
displaying such fantastic sportsmanship. 
Congratulations to all championship and 
runner up place getters. 

Faction Athletics 

The students from Kindy to Year Two 
were lucky enough to have IZZY the 
road safety mascot funded by the Road 
Trauma Trust Fund, visit the school. 
Izzy taught the children the 
fundamentals of crossing the road 
safely, bike safety and bus safety. 

Izzy 
Father’s Day was celebrated with a 
beautiful liturgy lead by the Year Six 
children. The liturgy was dedicated to all 
fathers and significant males in our lives. 
Everyone then enjoyed a sausage sizzle 
breakfast. It was fantastic to see such a 
great turn out of fathers, grandfathers and 
children celebrating such a special day. 

Father’s Day Liturgy and Breakfast 

The result of the Marching Shield  

Mackillop  37 points 

Salvatorians  40 points 

St Joseph  41 points 

The results of the Faction Shield 

Third Salvatorians  
 536 points 

Runners-up St Joseph 
 549 points 

Winners MacKillop 
 576 points 
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Brett’s last flight before going to general 
duties 

 A range of helicopters that Brett flew 

Brett with the rang of Captain at HMAS Stirling 

Brett as a Lieutenant in the mid 70’s 

By TERRY PICK 

I recently had the pleasure of visiting 
Garden Island (Rockingham) Naval 
Establishment at the invitation of 
Commodore Brett Dowsing.  Being 
an ex Navy man myself and father of 
an ex sailor also, I was keen to see 
how the modern Navy worked.  
Commodore Dowsing, or Brett, as he 
prefers to be called by close 
associates, was very accommodating 
and showed myself and my good 
friend Frank Maccione (Also ex 
Navy) around the base and had close
-ups of the ships and submarines 
docked at the time.  He then took us 
to lunch in the Wardroom.   

Commodore Dowsing was born in 
Subiaco in 1953 to Maurice and 
Kathleen Dowsing.  The family 
moved to Merredin in 1955, as 
Maurice was the OIC of the then 
PMG in Merredin.  Kathleen was 
Kathleen Whistler, a local, and sister 
to local identities, Frank and Jack 
Whistler.  Brett did most of his 
schooling at South Merredin Primary 
School, and Merredin Senior High 
School.  The family moved to 
Rabaul PNG in 1963 to 1965.  Upon 
returning to Merredin, Brett 
continued his schooling at Merredin 
Senior High School.  He received the 
Dick Law Memorial Prize for 
Academics and completed his Junior 
Certificate. 

Brett joined the Royal Australian 
Navy at the tender age of 15 in 1969 
(one year before I joined).  He 
entered the RAN College at HMAS 
Cresswell (Jervis Bay ACT) as a 
Cadet Midshipman.  Subsequent sea 
training on HMA Ships 
PARRAMATTA, DUCHESS, 
ANZAC, SYDNEY saw him 
promoted to Midshipman.  Postings 
to HMA ships SYDNEY and 
MELBOURNE followed in 1973 he 
won the Otto Albert Prize as DUX in 
seamanship.   

He spent some time training in the 
United Kingdom before returning to 
Australia for his seamanship tickets 
in HMA ships DUCHESS AND 
VENDETTA and promotion to Sub 
Lieutenant, to take up flying training 
at RAAF Base Pearce WA.  He 
trained in flying Macchi jets, such as 
is at the Merredin Military Museum.  
His flying log book records he 
actually flew the Macchi that has just 

Local Boy has a long Naval Career 
arrived at the Museum, during his 
training.  He was then transferred to 
HMAS Albatross, Nowra NSW, (My 
old base in the 70’s) for training as a 
helicopter pilot.  Since attaining his 
wings, Brett has flown 5 helicopter 
types from both ashore and afloat in 
a multitude of roles including survey 
support, counter-terrorism 
operations, search and rescue, and 
anti-submarine and anti-surface 
warfare.  He has also had a leading 
involvement in developing and 
implementing helicopter operations 
in the Navy’s current frigate classes 
of ships. 

Brett has had many and varied posts 
within the RAN, and eventually rose 
in rank to Captain.   His first 
command was with RAAF Marine 
Sea Air Rescue, RAAF Base 
Williamstown NSW as a Lieutenant.  
He has also commanded HMAS 
Buccaneer (Attack Class Patrol 
Boat) as a Lieutenant and HMAS 
Gladstone (Fremantle Class Patrol 
Boat) as a Lieutenant Commander. 
He was Squadron Commander of 
HS816 (helicopters) at HMAS 
Albatross (Nowra NSW) with the 
rank of Commander.    

As a Commander Brett was Staff 
Officer at the Australian Embassy in 
Washington DC over the period 
2000 to 2003, which included the 
9/11 attacks on New York and 
Washington. He was promoted to 
Captain in 2004.  He was 
Commanding Officer of HMAS 
Stirling WA or Fleet Base West for 
the period 2008-2010.  Stirling is the 
largest major Naval base of the 
Royal Australian Navy. Fleet Base 
East at Garden Island (ironically the 
same name) in Sydney Harbour is 
the original Naval Base in Australia 
from the inception of the RAN in 
1911.  However during the 70’s it 
was recognized by the “powers that 
be” that the West Coast was 
vulnerable to attack by enemy 
forces, and most of our Naval Fleet 
was based on the east coast.  Hence, 
HMAS Stirling was built.  Stirling is 
the Navy’s Submarine base as well 
as destroyers and a Fleet oil tanker. 

On ANZAC DAY in 2008 Brett led 
the Dawn Service march in his home 
town, Merredin.   

When North Korea began flexing its 
Nuclear Armament muscles in 2012 
he was sent to Seoul as Defence 
Attaché at the Australian Embassy.  
He returned to HMAS Stirling in 
2014. 

Brett has also been awarded a 
Masters Degree in Science and 
Technology (UNSW) and a Graduate 
Diploma in Strategic Studies 
(UNSW).  He also serves as a Justice 
of the Peace (NSW and WA). 

In 2016 he decided that 47 years of 
his life in the Navy was enough and 
retired.  However, the Navy hadn’t 

finished with him.  They made him 
an offer too good to refuse and 
promoted him to Commodore RANR 
and Senior Officer WA, residing in 
Perth with his wife, Sonia, an Albany 
girl.  His two adult daughters and 

their families also live in Perth. 

Next year, January 2019,  will mark 
Brett’s 50 years association in the 
Navy – not a bad achievement for a 
local lad from small country town 
Merredin WA. 
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On Saturday 18 August, 29 excited 
Year 9 students from Merredin 
College flew to Canberra via Sydney 
on the midnight horror. They were 
accompanied by their intrepid 
supervising teachers Cathy Flynn, 
Gerard Rennie, and Tom James. This 
was a much anticipated camp, which 
took twelve months to plan. After a 
quick tour of some of sights of 
Sydney, including the iconic Sydney 
Harbour Bridge and Opera House, 
students transferred to Canberra by 
bus. The bus trip was pretty quiet, 
except for the sound of snoring 
students and teachers. Luckily our bus 
driver Robbie was wide awake! 

The remaining week was spent 
exploring our national capital. Some 
of the activities included visits to 
Parliament House, The Australian 
National Museum, the Australian 
Electoral Commission, the Museum of 
Australian Democracy, Deep Space 
Communication Centre, Questacon 
and the Australian Institute of Sport. A 
highlight for all students was the fact 
that Parliament was sitting on the day 
we visited and we were able to view 
and hear question time in both The 
House of Representatives and the 
Senate. The students were lucky 
enough to witness history unfold as 
the events leading to a change in 
Prime Minister happened before their 
eyes. The students were also pleased 
to meet the Member for Durack, 
Melissa Price. Many of the students 
were also quite impressed when they 
spotted Pauline Hanson in the flesh 

Merredin College Canberra 2018 Camp 

too.  

On Wednesday we visited the 
Australian War Memorial and all 29 
students were excellent representatives 
of Merredin College; demonstrating 
respectful and courteous behaviour at 
all times. Highlights of the day 
included, the Wreath Laying 
Ceremony in the tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, placing poppies on 
the Walls of Remembrance and 
meeting Al - the veteran who flew the 
Huey helicopter that is on display in 
the Vietnam Gallery.  

The second last day was spent snow 
skiing at Smiggins in the Snowy 
Mountains (Kosciusko National Park) 
and was definitely a favourite activity 
for many. There were quite a few 
students who mastered skiing very 

quickly and were soon confidently 
using the intermediate ski runs. For 
those students who found skiing more 
of a challenge the afternoon was spent 
playing and building snow men. 
Thankfully the weather was kind to us 
for the entire trip, quite cold but no 
rain!  

To assist families in meeting the cost 
of the excursion the Australian 
Government contributed funding of 
$240.00 per student under the 
Parliament and Civics Education 
Rebate program. The students of the 
Merredin College Canberra Tour 2017 
would like to express their 
appreciation of this rebate. Plans for 
the 2019 camp are already underway 
and this year’s Year 8 students are 
very excited and hoping to gain a 
place on the tour. 
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By ALEXIS GILMARTIN 

CSBP Fertilisers announces a new 
community partnership with Lifeline 
WA to invest in the training of 
telephone crisis supporters.  

Lifeline WA provides people 
experiencing a personal crisis with 
access to online, phone and face-to-
face crisis support and suicide 
prevention services.  

According to Lifeline WA, one 
person dies to suicide every day in 
Western Australia and those in 
regional areas are at a much greater 
risk. Limited access to mental health 
services, increased travel times to get 
help and a stigma around mental 
illness in many smaller communities 
contribute to the higher rates.  

CSBP Fertilisers General Manager 
Tanya Rybarczyk,  said that the 
partnership aligns with CSBP’s core 
values and addressed a deeply 
concerning trend in regional 
communities. 

“CSBP Fertilisers is committed to 
investing in our regional 
communities and we wanted to band 
together to create a stronger network 
of support for those experiencing a 
personal crisis or supporting their 
loved ones.  

Working together towards 
communities free of suicide  

“For many people living in regional 
WA, a call to Lifeline may be the 
only option that they have due to 
lack of services or anonymity and we 
feel that no call should go 
unanswered,” said Tanya. 

Lifeline’s telephone crisis support is 
answered by volunteers. These 
volunteers undergo over 170 hours 
of training and mentoring before 
they are accredited to become crisis 
support volunteers.  

Lifeline WA CEO Lorna 
MacGregor, said the partnership with 
CSBP Fertilisers will provide much 
needed crisis support volunteers.  

 “We currently have 178 telephone 
crisis supporters in Western 
Australia, but need to double this 
number to answer every call that 
comes in from the 46,000 Western 
Australians who call Lifeline WA 
every year,” said Lorna.   

 ‘Working Together to Prevent 
Suicide’ is the theme of today’s 
World Suicide Prevention Day 
highlighting the importance of 
collaboration in suicide prevention. 
Together, through this corporate 
partnership, CSBP and Lifeline WA 
can help more regional Western 
Australians in need. 

http://wspd.org.au/
http://wspd.org.au/
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Merredin Community News 

Shara Williams commenced at the 
CRC this month in the position of 
Advertising and Marketing.  Shara is 
very excited about getting out and 
about to meet the businesses and talk 
to them about advertising in the 
Phoenix. 

The CRC are looking for motivated 
people to join the Committee, so if 
this sounds like you, please come 
along to the next CRC Committee 
meeting, Tuesday 9th October at 
5.30pm. 

Merredin CRC 
welcomes new staff 

member 

The Merredin CRC has 
lots of ideas for the 

future – would you like 
to be involved? 
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By REBEKAH BURGES 

On 14 October 1968, a magnitude 
6.5 earthquake destroyed the 
Wheatbelt town of Meckering.  

First settled in 1887, Meckering was 
once a thriving rural community with 
a population in excess of 500. Within 
the townsite there once stood various 
retail and general stores, a large two-
story brick veneer Hotel, three 
Churches, several service stations, a 
beautifully appointed public hall, an 
aerated waters factory, post office 
and two banks.  

At 10.59am on Monday the 14th of 
October 1968 a catastrophic 
earthquake forever changed the 
shape of the Meckering community.  

Before that fateful day the town of 
Meckering contained 51 occupied 
dwellings, 12 private business 
premises and 15 buildings devoted to 
Government, public or sporting uses. 
Only 16 houses and 3 business 
premises survived the earthquake.  

On that day, major roads fractured, 
telephone and power lines were cut, 
railway lines buckled, and the mains 
water pipeline folded in upon itself. 
Seventeen people were injured but 
amazingly no one was killed.  

The earthquake and its aftershocks 
were accompanied by rupturing of 
the ground along a line 
approximately 37 kilometres long. 
The Meckering Fault was the first 
tectonic ground breakage to be 
recorded in Australia.  

Today, 50 years on, the Meckering 
town is a mere shadow of its former 

Earthquake Anniversary set to shake things up in Meckering  
self. The community spirit, however 
has never dampened.  

On Sunday 14 October, 2018 the 
community of Meckering with the 
support of the Shire of Cunderdin, 
will be hosting the Meckering 
Earthquake 50th Anniversary 
Commemorative Event.  

Event organiser, Rebekah Burges 
remarked that, “thanks to our major 
supporter Lotterywest and the 
generosity of local businesses who 
have sponsored the event, the 50th 
Anniversary will offer a full day of 
entertainment and fun for the whole 
family”.  

Rebekah continued to say, “For the 
younger generations there will be a 
range of free attractions including a 
Science Wonderland and Science 
Shows provided by Scitech, carnival 
rides, face painting and laser quest.  

For the history buffs, we will have an 
earthquake theatre with vision of the 
earthquake aftermath as well as a 
photographic and media display. 
There will also be an opportunity to 
hear the recollections of Meckering 
residents who experienced the 
earthquake”.  

The newly revamped Meckering 
Earthquake Historic Walk Trail will 
be open to visitors all day. Site tours 
out to the fault line and earthquake 
ruins will be offered free of charge 
thanks to the Meckering Action 
Group.  

After perusing the large range of 
market stalls, visitors are invited to 
sit back and enjoy the musical 
entertainment provided by Chelsea 
Basham and performances by the 
Meckering Primary School and 
Toodyay Ballet school.  

Food and beverage vendors and a 
pop-up bar selling Meckering’s own 
Richter Ale (which was brewed 
specifically for the anniversary from 
Meckering grown barley) will ensure 
that there is plenty to eat and drink.  

For more detail on the event visit 
https://meckering50yrson.com.au/  

Railway Hotel, which was one of only two, two story buildings in Meckering 

Town Hall, Meckering after the 
earthquake 

Main street in Meckering where a number of buildings were damaged 
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Future Generation of 
Endurance Riding 

Endurance Riders Association 
(WAERA) State Champs.  

Hosting a ride takes a lot of 
organising and help. Once again our 
family and friends volunteered to 
help out. The Shire of Merredin gave 
their approval to host this event and 
all emergency service were notified 
should we have needed their 
assistance. 

We received prize donations from 
many businesses including Keith 
from Wheatbelt Country Supplies. 
Thank you, to each and every one of 
our sponsors, your generosity is very 
much appreciated. 

The next Merredin Endurance Ride is 
to be held on Saturday 17th August 
2019. 

By JO VAN UDEN 

The Van Uden family along with 
property owners, Bill and Robyn Lee, 
Shane and Cindy Jolly and Cliff 
Hannibal once again held a horse 
endurance ride on Saturday 25th 
August 2018 in association with the 
Wheatbelt Endurance Riders Inc. 

Forty riders started arriving on Friday 
afternoon to camp the night then ride 
Saturday morning. Distances 
available to ride were 10km, 20km, 
40km, 60km and 80km. The course is 
marked by numbered arrows and 
tape. Checkpoints are in place every 
10km to offer food and water for 
both horses and riders. 

Our youngest rider, Jaxon, at only 6 
years of age successfully completed 
the 10km course riding his Shetland 
pony, Twinkle. He was accompanied 
on foot by his Nanna, Robyn Snell. 
Jaxon is allergic to horse hair, so his 
saddle bag was packed with tissues as 
well as treats for Twinkle and 
himself. He is hoping to compete in 
the 20km course next year. 

Our second youngest rider was 
Abbey-Rose at 11 years of age riding 
Mac, a 7 year old Standardbred. 
Abbey-Rose was entered to compete 
in the 40km course but with the 
support of her Dad, Nigel, they both 
decided to give the 60km course a go. 
Well, they were very glad they did as 
they both successfully completed the 
60km. Abbey-Rose and Mac received 
a rug for being the best managed 
horse in the 60km division. Abbey-
Rose and her Dad attempted their 
first 80km at Collie on the 8th 
September in the Western Australian 

Jaxon and Twinkle successfully 
completed the 10km course.  Image 

courtesy of Vince Evans 

Merredin local Alistair McKeown riding 
Tora Muros.  Image courtesy of Vince 

Evans 

Abbey-Rose and Mac successfully 
completed the 60km course and was 
awarded for being the best managed 

horse in the 60km division.  Image 
courtesy of Vince Evans 

Science 

By GRANT STAINER 

Do you like eating old cheeses? 
Well, researchers in Egypt have 
found what looks like being the 
world’s oldest cheese, an amazing 
3,200 year old cheese. 

It was found in the Ptahmes tomb in 
Egypt, wrapped in canvas inside a 
broken jar. Ptahmes was mayor and 
high-ranking official of Memphis, 
Egypt, under the rule of two 
pharaohs (1290-1213 BC).  

The researchers published the 
results of their find and analysis in 
Analytical Chemistry (Greco et al, 
2018, ‘Proteomic analyses on an 
ancient Egyptian cheese and 
biomolecular evidence of 
brucellosis’, Analytical Chemistry, 
90 (16), pp 9673-9676).  

Using biomolecular proteomic 
characterisation of the cheese, it 
was determined that the cheese was 
a solid cheese made from cow milk 
and either sheep or goat milk.  

The strong alkaline environment 
and desert conditions that the cheese 
was in meant that it was sufficiently 
preserved to ensure there were 
specific peptide markers that were 
able to be used to identify the 
sample.  

Peptides are short chains of amino 
acids (50 or fewer amino acids) 
linked by covalent bonds when a 
carboxyl group (-COOH) of one 
amino acid reacts with the amino (-
NH2) group of another. If the chain 
is longer than 50 linked amino 
acids, then it is known as a protein.  

The gradual breakdown of the 
proteins in the cheese (such as the 
milk protein casein) results in short 
peptides which were detected and 
analysed for the sample.  

Also detected in the sample were 
peptides that provided direct 
evidence of the infection of this 
cheese with the disease brucellosis, 
caused by the bacteria Brucella 

World’s oldest cheese 
melitensis.  

Whilst the use of proteomic analysis 
is routinely used for modern 
biological samples, it has been less 
common for ancient samples, so this 
sample has added new knowledge to 
archaeological science.  

The researchers also used scanning 
electron microscopy (SEM), X-ray 
diffraction (XRD), and mass 
spectrometry to examine and 
analyse the sample. The results 
from these measurements is what 
encouraged them to use proteomic 
analysis for more detailed 
examination.  

The use of these techniques allowed 
the researchers to successfully 
identify the cheese, and they were 
able to date it based on how and 
where it was found. This enabled 
them to identify it as the oldest 
known cheese so far, made 3,200 
years ago.  

Unfortunately though, this is one 
cheese you would not want to eat, 
especially given its infection with 
brucellosis.  

For more detailed information, 
check out the ABC Online article by 
Lara Lauth, or the original 
Analytical Chemistry paper at 
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/
acs.analchem.8b02535.  

The world’s oldest cheese.  Image from 
the University of Catania and Cairo 

University 
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By DAVE DE VOS 

On Wednesday the 12th September a 
group of emergency medicine 
specialists travelled to Merredin to 
help local doctors and nurses deal 
with critically unwell patients.  

Dr Dave de Vos and Dr Anand 
Senthi are part of the Emergency 
Medicine Education and Training 
(EMET) program, a federally funded 
program run nationally where 
experts in emergency medicine meet 
country doctors and swap ideas 
about emergency medicine.  

Dr de Vos and Dr Senthi have been 
travelling around the Wheatbelt four 
times a year for the last four years, 
making friends with local medical 
staff in Narrogin, Merredin and 
Northam and running training 
sessions in various aspects of critical 
care.  

In previous trips, the EMET program 
has covered cardiovascular 

Critically ill in Merredin 
emergencies, including managing 
heart attacks and cardiac failure, as 
well as new ways of helping with 
sick children and infants.  

This week, the team has an evening 
with local GPs, hospital doctors and 
nurses in Merredin and are 
discussing one of the most 
challenging areas of emergency 
medicine, resuscitation.  Doctors and 
nurses from Merredin and 
surrounding towns braved a cold 
evening to meet up and work out 
new ways to resuscitate, to lead 
emergency teams and provide 
excellent clinical care to their 
patients.  

The hope is that by providing new 
information and by running clinical 
simulations, the EMET program will 
reduce the stress of looking after sick 
patients in regional and remote areas 
and will help local doctors feel even 
more confident when country 
patients become very unwell.  

By SHARA WILLIAMS 

Teacher Miss Lauren Reeve and 
Education Assistant Michelle Pedrin 
along with their year 1-2 class of St. 
Joseph’s School in Southern Cross, 
have been busy painting rocks and 
hiding them around the school and 
town for others to find.  The children 
hid rocks whilst walking to their 
sports carnival on September 5th and 
more on the carpark side of the 
school. 

This has been happening all over 
Western Australia for a few years 
now. It started with one mum trying 
to find something for her children to 
do outside and get them off 
technology.  

St Joe’s is Rockin’ 
The idea is you paint a rock, take a 
picture then hide it, upload the 
picture to the WA Rocks Facebook 
page and with your postcode and 
what park or area you hid the rock 
in. Once others find your rock, they 
post a picture saying where they 
found it, then they hide them again 
and add details of the postcode and 
area they have hid it.  

In Merredin, rocks have been found 
at Apex Park, the trees outside the 
Visitors Centre and Merredin Dam.  
So with the weather warming and 
school holidays just around the 
corner, why not let the kids get 
creative and paint some rocks and 
join this large game of hide and seek. 

Some of St Joseph’s Rocks.  Image courtesy of Michelle Pedrin 
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By ALYCE ROGERSON 

This year it was the girls turn from 
Merredin College to endure 
approximately 45km of undulating 
terrain on the Bibbulmun 
Track.  Our journey began on 
Monday 20 August at Sullivan 
Rock as we walked 6km to the first 
campsite, Mt Cooke. We set up our 
tents and headed off to the peak of 
Mt Cooke to be met with a beautiful 
view.  The first night started well, 
everyone seemed to have achieved 
success in cooking their first meals 
using Trangia stoves and we 
happily snacked on toasted 
marshmallows by the campfire. 
Unfortunately, that night the rain 
came and it didn’t stop for another 
24hours.  

Tuesday was a tiring and very wet 
13.6km walk to Monadnocks 
campsite. We climbed over Mt 
Vincent and Mt Cuthbert to reach 
the campsite. This was a very 

Merredin students brave the Bibbulmun Track 
challenging day for the girls as they 
did it carrying a backpack that 
weighed about 15kg. We were 
rewarded with a beautiful view 
again, the clouds slightly parted for 
us at Mt Vincent and the rained 
stopped briefly for lunch on top of 
Mt Cuthbert. With wet clothes and 
equipment, and the rain still falling 
we set up camp at Monadnocks.  

The weather was kinder to us on 
Wednesday, the girls were able to 
push themselves to complete 
16.3km to the Canning campsite. 
Where we enjoyed a warm fire and 
prepared ourselves for the final leg 
of an 8.6km trek to our pick-up 
point on Thursday.  

It was a very welcome sight to see 
the bus rock up on Thursday with 
our lunches and mobile phones. 
Every student who participated 
should be proud of what they 
endured - cold sleepless nights, 
steep hills that hurt our legs, heavy 
backpacks that hurt our shoulders, 
basic tasteless food, no digital 
technology and of course the ticks.  
It definitely made us all appreciate 
the luxuries in life. 

There were some amazing staff and 
volunteers that allowed this 
excursion to occur. Thank you to 
our chaplain Mrs Bronwyn McKane 

and volunteer Megan Harrod for 
joining in the hike, Mrs Jeno 
Hayden and Mr Brett Postans for 
driving the school bus and Collgar 
Wind Farm for providing financial 
support to replace equipment.  Best 
of luck to the Year 9/10 boys 
participating in the challenge next 
year. 
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PISCES—February 19 to March 20 
You have travelled far in the last few months and 
now you have a downhill run and you will 
effortlessly reach your goal soon.  You may feel 
there is a recurrence of an ill-intentioned person 
gossiping behind your back.  Be the wiser person.  

ARIES—March 21 to April 19 
You are attracted to alternative and even 
revolutionary friends and groups and perhaps it 
is your mission to break the mould in some way.  
You will be working with people who are 
motivated to forming a strong bond with you.  

TAURUS—April 20 to May 20 
As the days go by you will be wondering about 
the wisdom of your decisions which seem to be 
getting you into deeper water.  It seems that 
there is more than enough unpredictability with 
partners, either professional or personal and 
although change is on the agenda you may need 
breathing space before you make it. 

GEMINI—May 21 to June 20 
An intense time for you with stress level high, 
maybe due to family matters, where you have to 
take over from someone else.  Soon a new 
period will begin which is more oriented 
towards creativity and self-expression.  You 
will need to overcome the insecurity that is 
holding you back. 

CANCER—June 21 to July 22 
You are currently aware of your responsibility 
to others and there is also a sense of being held 
to account by partners who expect commitment 
from your side.  The challenge will be to agree 
with a partner, it is up to you to compromise. 

LEO—July 23 to August 22 
With a strong focus on managing the economy, 
all indications are that you master financial 
matters well, even if there is an element of stress.  
An unpredictable situation with a specific and  
provocative person comes to a head again soon.  
You can’t control how other people act. 

VIRGO—August 23 to September 22 
Now is the time to take the lead rather than 
follow someone else.  There are a lot of tough 
decisions to make and the more effort you put 
in, the more structure and responsibility you 
establish, the more successful your goals will 
be.   

LIBRA—September 23rd October 22 
You are reluctantly involved in something where 
you feel more and more out of your depth and this 
could be because you are stretching yourself to do 
someone else a favour, or making compromises.  
If things get too tough, go back to somewhere 
familiar to replenish your strength.  

SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21 
Life for you right now is like wild water 
rafting—you are caught in the current of change 
and you just have to hang on tight.  There are 
particularly interesting currents and eddies in 
your love life right now and potential partners 
seem to be willing to extend themselves. 

SAGITARIUS—November 22 to December 21 
You have gained tremendous wisdom and 
understanding from the events of the last few 
months and in a month or two you will be 
primed and ready to take control of the direction 
of your life.  Pay attention right now to 
economy and exercise restraint.  

CAPRICORN—December 22 to January 19 
People will be coming to you for guidance and 
you are ready to give some tough love.  On the 
social and financial scene there is a recurrence 
of a disruptive influence.  It seems that love 
dramas are in the air and some good advice is to 
avoid getting into deep water! 

AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18 
It seems that a lot of personal and professional 
issues are up in the air for you.  There is little 
choice but to surf the big wave and see where it 
takes you.  Meanwhile your nerves may be on 
edge—practice mindfulness. 

Baha’i Faith Public Notices 

CLASSIFIEDS 

For Rent 

Marriage is the commitment of the two parties one 
with the other, and their mutual attachment of mind and 
heart.  Each must, however, exercise the utmost care to 
become thoroughly acquainted with the character of the 
other, that a binding covenant between them may be a tie 
that will endure for ever—’Abdu’l-Baha 

Positions Vacant 

Merredin Senior Citizens Inc Annual General 
Meeting 3.30pm Tuesday 25th September 2018 at the 
centre 15 French Avenue.  Your attendance would be 
greatly appreciated.  

House for Rent in Merredin, three bedrooms, air -
conditioned gas heating.  In quiet location.  Phone 0428 
411 516. 

 

 

 
 

 

SHIRE OF MERREDIN 

 

PROPOSAL TO DISPOSE OF PROPERTY 

 

The Shire of Merredin proposes to lease the 

following property: 
 

Portion of Old Council Chambers previously 

occupied by the Wheatbelt Development 

Commission, Lot 200 Barrack Street, 

Merredin to the Merredin Community 

Resource Centre until 29 February 2020 for 

the consideration of $520 per annum, with 

an option to renew for a further 5-year 
term expiring in 2025 with rent on a sliding 

scale to ensure 100% of the commercial 

rent is payable in the final year. 

 

Further information is available from the 

minutes of Council’s August 2018 meeting 

which are available on Council’s website. 

Members of the public are invited to make 
submissions in relation to the proposal. 

 

Submissions should be addressed to Chief 

Executive Officer and can be posted to PO Box 

42 Merredin WA 6415, emailed to 

admin@merredin.wa.gov.au or hand delivered to 

the Administration Office during normal 

business hours and are to be received before 
4.00pm on Monday 1 October 2018. 

 

Greg Powell 

Chief Executive Officer 

Merredin Museum & Historical Society AGM 
Wednesday 3rd October 5pm at the Railway Museum.  
Any questions please contact 
merredinmuseum@gmail.com or call Gemma 0438 814 
339.  All welcome.  

Merredin and Districts Childcare and Play School 
Association Inc (MADCAPS) Annual General 
Meeting will be held at MADCAPS at 5.00pm on the 
17th September 2018. 

Thank you 

A big thank you once again to the wonderful 
volunteers who braved the elements to help with the 
Merredin street stall for “Daffodil Day” and to all the 
people who generously supported and donated to such a 
very worthy cause.  Audiene McCrae. 

Napolitano, Clare—Rosa, Anne, Julie, Tony, Murray 
and families sincerely THANK friends and community 
for personal expressions of sympathy, cards, flowers and 
attendance at Clare's funeral.  Your kindness and support 
has been greatly appreciated.  

Positions Vacant Merredin Sports Council AGM, Tuesday 9th October 
2018, 7pm at Merredin Recreation Centre. 

Merredin CRC AGM, Tuesday 9th October 2018, 
5.30pm at 110 Barrack Street.  All welcome.  

mailto:admin@merredin.wa.gov.au
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Hockey 

Women’s Grand Final—Burracoppin breaks 30 year drought! 
By AMANDA SWARTS 

EDHA Grand Finals were on Saturday 
1st September, and there were a few 
butterflies on the Burra bus, mostly 
inside Haylee Shepherd's  tummy, who 
was cartoonishly green at the prospect 
of two games in goals. 

We soon shook the nerves off and got 
in tight for the pre-game huddle from 
Coach Terrence King.  

Burracoppin started with very strong 
intensity and within the first five 
minutes, Grace Garbin slotted a 
beautiful field goal off the back of 
some spectacular midfield and forward 
play from Steph Gregory, Kate Pike 
and Jordan de Lacy. 
The rest of the first half was very 
highly contested, our defensive work 
from Froggy Crees, Shannon Postans 
and Claudia de Lacy was top rate, as 
well as the hard gut running from 
Inners Teagan Pascoe, Sophie Hooper 
and Katelyn Lubcke.  
 
In the second half, Burra picked up 
where they left off, but Bruce Rock 
were right there matching the intensity.  

B Grade Grand Final—Burra def Bruce Rock in Penalty Shootouts! 
By AMANDA SWARTS 

The Burra B Grade were riding high 
after watching the A's win, but then 
had to pull themselves together for 
their game!! Frog kept the pre-game 
chat relaxed and, probably sensing that 
for the majority of players this was 
their first Grand Final ever! 

This was the tightest game between 
these two sides all year, it was fitting 
(and nerve-racking) that they should 
save the best game for the Grand Final. 
Fullbacks Nat Partington and Kristy 
Sharp were having a time marking 
Chloe Jackson but did well all game to 
not only stop the presses forward, but 
turn the ball over and switch it to their 
forwards like Claire Kudas, Erin Pope 
and Adele Alvaro. Haylee Shepherd 
stopped an incredible multiple-shot on 
goal from Chloe, and everyone really 
got around her to pump her up which 
was great. 

Midfielders Jenni Clausen, and Mel 
Downsborough were constantly on the 
move, intercepting balls left right and 
centre all game! It was awesome to see 
the youngsters Amy Rose, Seb Clark-
Watts and Zac Junk out there in the 
GF, and contributing so well for their 

Against the run the of play, Kate Pike 
turned the ball over, hit a spectacular 
long pass to Jorja Downsborough, who 
was already in front of the BK 
fullbacks, cut into the D and sent a 
textbook pass to the spot, where Dee 
Lindley finished it off nicely. About 10 
minutes later, déjà vu set in. Kate Pike 
sent another beautiful ball to Jorja, 
who sent it to D, who flicked that 
sucker straight to the backboard while 
completely off balance. We actually 
went insane then. 3-0!!   

Probably around this time, we dropped 
the ball and you just cannot give Bruce 
Rock a sniff. They worked their way 
into their D and drew a short corner. Jo 
Muntz drilled the goal so hard, I 
almost sent a letter of condolence to 
the backboard. It wasn't panic stations 
until about 5 minutes later, when Jo 
nailed another short corner. Then it 
was Defcon 5. In the final 10 or so 
minutes, the Burra women would have 
aged dramatically from stress, trying to 
keep Bruce Rock out of the D, who 
were coming home hard. We also had 
a couple of chances to seal it, but the 
timer did it for us - and what a relief it 
was!! 

FINALLY 

We can call ourselves Premiers! It's 
been about 30 years between GF 
victories, and what a group to do it all 
with. Every single player fulfilled their 
team role exactly, and it took every 
inch of our best to beat a gallant Bruce 
Rock. 

Burracoppin (3) d. Bruce Rock (2) 

Goal Scorers: Grace Garbin 1 (Bruce 
Rock), Dee Lindley 2 (Burra), Jo 
Muntz 2 (Bruce Rock) 

EDHA Best in Grand Final Award: 
Kate Crees (Burracoppin) 

team. Each one of them won the ball 
on multiple occasions and Coach 
Froggy was beside herself with pride 
of them and also first time players 
Sharmain Hetherington, Jill Glass, 
Shay Creagh, Linda Rose and Jo Pope.  
 
So the score was 0-0 at the end of the 
game, and then 15 minutes of overtime 
was played - with still no score.  

5 players were selected from each team 
to do the shootouts - well done 
to  Adele, Zac, Krusty, Ez and Nat for 
putting their hand up to do these! And 
especially to Haylee for having to 
defend all the shootouts - star! 

Krusty and Ez were speccy enough to 
pop their balls behind the keeper, and 
it was all up to Haylee Shepherd to 
save the final shootout and make her 
team the B Grade Champions. She 
absolutely nailed it. The crowd [well, 
50%] erupted. There were screams, 
tears, laughter, hugs - it was just 
awesome!  
The first time players - awesome 
effort. But it was just so gratifying to 
see the players that have seen the highs 
and lows of Burra, experienced the 
bottom of the ladder thumpings we 

2018 B-Grade Premiers—Burracoppin 

used to get - Kristy, Mel, Claire and 
Delly finally get a medal round their 
neck!  

Burracoppin (0) d. Bruce Rock (0) 

Goal Scorers (None during the game 0
-0. Scorers in Shootouts were Kristy 
Sharp and Erin Pope). 

EDHA Best in Grand Final Award: 
Fiona Yeats (Bruce Rock) 

2018 Premiers—Burracoppin 
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BEAUTICIAN CARPENTER 

ROOF MAINTENANCE 

CABINET MAKER 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

PEST CONTROL PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL HAIRDRESSER 

EARTH MOVING GLASS SERVICES FLORIST 
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COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT 

PLUMBER 

YOUR TRADE By GEMMA ROMEO 

Over the weekend of the 8th September the Netball 
Association held their Grand Finals and wind-up.  
Results from the games and end of year awards: 

Juniors 

Grand Final Winners—Gems 40 points 

Runner Ups—Titans 35 points 

Most Valuable Player in Grand Final - Maddison 
Hook 

Fairest & Best - Brooklyn Garlett 

Runner Up Fairest & Best - Jessica Lloyd 

Players Player - Alyssa Taylor & Brooklyn Garlett 

A2 

Grand Final Winners—Titans 50 points 

Runner Ups—Gems 38 points 

Most Valuable Player - Kristie Higgins 

Fairest & Best - Kristie Higgins 

Runner Up Fairest & Best - Charlee Brooker & 
Rebecca Nelson 

Players Player - Sanet Putter & Ellie 
Downsborough 

Netball 

Netball Season Final 
A1 

Grand Final Winners—Jets 56 points 

Runner Ups—Titans 42 points 

Most Valuable Player - Sonya Smith 

Fairest & Best - Steph Walsh 

Runner Up Fairest & Best - Emily Drakeford 

Players Player - Sonya Smith 

 

Umpire of the Year - Alyce Rogerson 

Most Improved Umpire - Emma Hassack 

 

Under 18 Development Award A1 - Jorja 
Downsborough 

Under 18 Development Award A2 - Charlee 
Brooker 

A huge thank you to all the umpires over the 
season and to Georgia and the committee for all 
their hard work over the season and we can't wait 
to see you all next year.  

Gems Irish Team at Wind Up 

Junior Winners Gems A2 Winners Titans 

A1 Winners Jets 

Congratulations to Kath Brown on winning 
$1000 from Telstra who were at the Dowerin 
Field Days 29th and 30th August.   

Pictured here is Zowie Fenner who is presenting 
Kath with her gift card.  

Wheatbelt in a 
Snap 
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Hockey 

By ANJOEEN WELLS 

18th August Semi-final  

This was a very important game for 
both Bruce Rock and Merredin to see 
who would progress straight into the 
Grand Final and who would need to 
fight for another game.  

Both teams travelled to Narembeen 
to play on the grass. As both towns 
have turf, playing on grass makes for 
a very different game and both teams 
rose to the challenge. The final score 
was 2 nil to Merredin.  

Stand out player of the day for 
Merredin was the goalie Tyttan. He 
faced 16 short corners and numerous 
other plays on goal and did not let a 
single ball through! Mighty job well 
done Tyttan! The second award 
winner was Joanna Smith for her 
brilliant game in the back row. Goal 
scorer was Josh Lane who scored 2 
goals.  

25 August Grand Final 

The Grand Final game for the junior 
grade was played in Merredin. 
Narembeen travelled to Merredin for 
what turned out to be an epic 
defensive game for both sides with a 
lot of short corners, again being 
called. The weather also forgot that 
hockey is a winter sport and turned 
on the sun which was great for the 
large crowd that had come to watch 
but not so good for the players. The 
final score was 2-nil to Narembeen. 
Congratulations to Narembeen for 
being the 2018 champions!  

All in all another great hockey 
season! 

Merredin Junior Hockey team would 
like to thank coaches Amanda 

By MARGARET JOHNSTON 

On Sunday 9th August the bowlers 
completed the Winter Scrounger for 
the 2018 season. Over the season 
many bowlers participate, and it was 
pleasing to have players from the club 
playing and help make up the 
numbers.   

On August 26th  the overall winner 
was Rodney Robertson with the rink 
winners being Darren Postans, Dave 
Keamy, Alan Dewar, John Henderson, 
Beth Gearing, Norma Henderson and 
the chocy winner was Chris 
Robartson. 

On September 2nd the overall winner 
was Norma Henderson. Rink winners 
were Debbie Heinrich, Gail Lane, 
John Henderson, Shane Hollington 

Civic Bowling Club 
and Darren Postans and the chocy 
winner was an excited Alan Dewar. 

With the weather perfect for bowls on 
the final day there was some very 
good bowls witnessed. The overall 
winner was Maurice Lane and the rink 
winners were Bill Madigan, Darren 
Postans, Bill Richardson and John 
Gearing with the chocy winner being 
Elizabeth Lane. 

A big congratulations to the winners 
of Scrounger of the year Darren 
Postans -1st, Alan Dewar -2nd and 
John Henderson -3rd. 

The opening day for the 2018-19 
season will be on Sunday Oct 6th 
names in by 1.30pm. Bowlers will be 
playing for the Patrons Trophy. 

Bowlers Alan Dewar, Darren Postans and John Henderson 

Lawn Bowls 

Merredin Junior Hockey  

Narembeen Junior Hockey Team Captain 
being presented the flag 

Merredin Junior Hockey Goalie Tyttan 

Merredin Junior Hockey Team 

Lockyer, Kim Hatch and Nicola 
Lane for their dedication to the team 
throughout the year. To everyone 
who ran the sides, umpired, brought 
oranges or lollies for halftime or 
were just there to support the team 
throughout the season, we also thank 
you. Sad goodbyes to the Lane 
family, you will be sorely missed 
both on and off the turf. We hope 
everyone has a restful and relaxing 
off season and we hope to see you all 
again next year. 
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EDFL Grand Final 

League 

Kulin/Kondinin 14.6 (90) d. Bruce 

Rock 6.10 (46) 

Best 

Kulin/Kondinin: J. West, A. 

Repacholi, D. Brandis, L. Hands, B. 

Whyte. 

Bruce Rock: T. Cosgrove, J. Butler, 

J. Higginson, A. Cook, R. Murdock. 

Cosgrove Medal—Best on 

Ground 

J. West—Kulin/Kondinin 

Reserves 

Nukarni 18.13 (121) d. Bruce Rock 

3.3 (21) 

Best 

Nukarni: D. Hayden, F. Silver, B. 

Zwarecz, M. Lane, K. Hayden. 

Bruce Rock: M. Joshua, B. Waye, L. 

Dolton, J. Corby, D. Kalejs. 

Young Medal—Best on Ground 

D. Hayden—Nukarni 

Football 

Golf 

By TREVOR WATERHOUSE 

Shaun Avery with 42 stableford 
points won the Syd Crees Patrons 
Trophy on Saturday the 1st of 
September.  Brian Thomson was the 
runner up with 41 points and Kael 
Crees was third with 38 points on a 
countback from Graham Motzel. 

The novelties for the day were best 
third shot on hole number 1 Matt 
Jacobson, long drive on hole 
number 3 John Goodier, best second 
shot on hole number 5 Peter 
Western, nearest the pin on hole 
number 8 Shaun Avery, best third 
shot on hole number 11 Alex 
Manning, best second shot on hole 
number 14 Jim Campbell, longest 
holed shot on hole number 17 Shaun 
Avery, longest putt on hole number 
18 Shaun Avery and the birdie pool 
was won by Matt Jacobson on hole 
number 16. 

The final round of the club 
championships for the Gearing 
Family trophy was played on 
Saturday the 8th of September and 
the gross winner was Brian 
Thomson with 77 and runner up was 
Graham Motzel with 81. The nett 
winner with 70 nett was Shaun 
Avery and the runner up was Jim 

Merredin Golf Club 
Campbell with 71 nett and next 
year’s winner and holder of toilet 
seat for the next 12 months was 
Alby Koper. 

The novelties for the day were best 
third shot on hole number 1 Peter 
Western with an eagle, nearest the 
pin on hole number 2 Craig Lane, 
long drive on hole number 3 Alex 
Manning, nearest the pin on hole 
number 4 Syd Crees, nearest second 
shot on hole number 5 Trevor 
Waterhouse, long drive on hole 
number 6 Alex Manning,  longest 
putt on hole number 7 Darren 
O’Neill, nearest the pin on hole 
number 8 Matt Jacobson, nearest 
second shot on hole number 9 Alby 
Koper, longest putt on hole number 
10 Brian Bush, best third shot on 
hole number 11 Jim Campbell, 
nearest second shot on hole number 
12 Alex Manning, nearest second 
shot on hole number 13 Graham 
Motzel, nearest second shot on hole 
number 15 Trevor Thompson, best 
third shot on hole number 16 Alex 
Manning, longest holed shot on hole 
number 17 Jim Campbell, longest 
putt on hole number 18 Graham 
Motzel and the birdie pool was won 
by Shaun Avery on hole number 11. 

The winners of the gross and nett 

championships will be announced 
on closing day. 

The Rob Gearing Captain’s Trophy 
will be played for on Saturday the 

15th of September and the following 
Saturday the 22nd of September is 
closing day for the Hutton & 
Northey Trophy. 
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Football 

2018 Reserves Premiers 
By KIP STAPELY 

Sunday 2nd September the Nukarni 
Reserves boys travelled down to 
Kulin to play against Bruce Rock in 
the 2018 EDFL Reserves Grand 
Final. 

The boys went out hard and fast in 
the first quarter putting a 5 goal lead 
at the first break.  In the 2nd quarter 
nothing was stopping the boys 
keeping a good lead, with Corey 
Harken doing most of the ruck work 
all day and winning every time and 
with the best midfield in the 
competition this year nothing was 
stopping them from getting the ball.  
At half time the boys had a good 37 
point lead going into the 2nd half.  

After half time the boys came out 
fighting with Dylan Hayden killing it 
up in the forward line by kicking 8 
goals in the 2nd half.  By the end of 
the game the boys had a good win 
over Bruce Rock by winning by 100 
points. 

Well done to Dylan Hayden for 
winning the young medal for being 
best on Ground. 

Nukarni 18.12 (121) d. Bruce Rock 
3.3 (21) 

Goal Kickers: D. Hayden 8, M. Lane 
3, C. Shaw, J. Crook, M. Hayden, B. 

Zwarecz, J. Dixon, M. Motzel, K. 
Beilken 
Best Players: D. Hayden, F. Silver, 
B. Zwarecz, M. Lane, K. Hayden  

The Nukarni Football club would 
like to thank all our sponsors and 
supporters for the year. 

Nukarni Reserves team—2018 Reserves Premiers 

THANK YOU! A massive thank you to our 2018 Winter Sports writers—
particularly Kip Stapely (Nukarni Football), Gerrard Brown (Burracoppin 
Football), M Patterson (Mukinbudin Football), Gemma Romeo (Netball), 
Anjoeen Wells (Merredin Junior Hockey), Rodney Thornton from EDFL,  
Leanne Clune from CWWS/CWFL, Amanda Swarts from EDHA and our 

regulars Trevor Waterhouse (Golf) and Margaret Johnston (Bowls) -  
FROM THE PHOENIX 


