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Merredin Town Hall Clock “Ticking” Again
BY DEBBIE MORRIS
It has been a long time since the
Merredin Town Hall Clock has been
telling the correct time more than
twice a day.
For many years Merredin Museum
and Historical Society members John
Crook and John Rutherford attended
to the clock however, in 2012 the
clock ceased to function.
Now thanks to the Merredin Men’s
Shed members, the clock has recently
been cleaned up, lubricated, wound
up and set on time. It took quite a bit
of work to get the mechanisms back
to the original condition, but it is all
in good working order now.

The only issue now is that it needs to
be wound up once a week, but the

Men’s Shed are looking to set up a
roster of volunteers.
Merredin is very fortunate to have
this wonderful State Heritage Listed
building (1999) incorporating the
clock and also very fortunate to have
the Merredin Men’s Shed taking
responsibility to ensure the clock in
in working order.
The building plays a significant role
in Merredin’s history.
The Merredin District Hall (former)
which consisted of a community hall
and offices for the Roads Board was
built in 1912 and officially opened on
23 April 1913, with a Grand Ball and
Banquet.

With the period 1920 to 1930 one of
expansion for the Wheatbelt districts
and the new railway branch line
through Narembeen to Merredin
under construction, Roads Board
Chairman, Gerald Woolgar, believed
it was time to improve the District
Hall and build more substantial
Roads Board offices.
In

1924/25

the

Roads

Board

It’s no longer forever 8.35 in Merredin

The original clock tower was built in
1925. Image courtesy of Merredin
Men’s Shed

The clocks mechanics has been cleaned,
lubricated, wound up and set on time.
Image courtesy of Merredin Men’s Shed

negotiated a loan of £5000 (later to
be extended to £7000), for the
construction of brick offices in front
of the Hall, and for improvements to
the Hall itself. The new brick offices
were designed by architect W G

Pickering and constructed in 1925, by
local builder, James R Parker. The
design is a fine example of the Interwar Free Classical style building.

cont. page 3
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 12th August

Every Saturday & Sunday

Dying to Meet You, Merredin Rep Club, Cummins
Theatre, 1.30pm, www.cumminstheatre.com.au

Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, Tammin,
9am—1pm—Call Graeme Button 9637 1098.
Sunday 22nd July
Merredin Markets, Cnr Barrack & Queen Streets.
10.00am—1.00pm. Call Merredin CRC 9041 1041 to
book a stall.
Monday July 30th
Josephine Wants to Dance, Cummins Theatre,
5.30pm, www.cumminstheatre.com.au
Tuesday July 31st
Josephine Wants to Dance, Cummins Theatre,
10.30am & 1.30pm, www.cumminstheatre.com.au
Wednesday 1st August
FREE Agrimaster & RSM Roadshow. 10am—2pm
Merredin CRC 110 Barrack Street. Register at
agrimaster.com.au/farmfinancepayroll
Friday 3rd & Saturday 4th August
Dying to Meet You, Merredin Rep Club, Cummins
Theatre, 6.30pm, www.cumminstheatre.com.au
Sunday 5th August
Dying to Meet You, Merredin Rep Club, Cummins
Theatre, 1.30pm, www.cumminstheatre.com.au
Friday 10th & Saturday 11th August
Dying to Meet You, Merredin Rep Club, Cummins
Theatre, 6.30pm, www.cumminstheatre.com.au

Thursday 23rd August
Comedy
Gold,
Tammin,
www.trybookings.com/wguq

6.30pm,

REGULAR EVENTS
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for 0—4
year olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on 9041 0962
or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au

A Choired Taste – All levels welcome and all tastes
catered for. Monday evening at the Senior Centre.
7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further information Langley
Smith 0409 106 649.
All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and South
Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd & 4th
Sundays 11.30am. Rev’d Brett Guthrie 0427 605
331.
Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until 9.30pm
at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St. First night is
free. Beginners to advanced. Call Anjoeen on 9041
3005 or see Sue at the Chemist or Lyn at the Post
Office.

Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday
Worship
and
Sunday
School
Ph
0408 484 711.
Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on 0411
984 123 for more info.

THE PHOENIX

Upcoming Editions
3rd August, 17th August & 31st
August
14th September & 28th September
Available as an online subscription,
www.merredincrc.com
Currently distributing @ 600 copies to
Bencubbin, Bruce Rock, Doodlakine,
Kellerberrin, Merredin, Mukinbudin,
Narembeen, Nungarin, Southern Cross,
Tammin, Trayning & Westonia.

Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday mornings
9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts, learn a new craft
or just come for a chat. Friday mornings 10am
Carpet Bowls new and old players welcome.
Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday
morning 10.00—11.30am at the Senior’s Centre.
Free. All welcome.
Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm at
the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow. Free.
Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener Road,
11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am Saturday
Bible Study.
Ph 0457 423 060 or
9045 3056.
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—8:00am
every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron Ph 9041 1118.
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings
6.30pm.
Father
Andrew
Bowron,
Ph
9041 1118.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their stories or
just listen. Mondays 10.00am—11.30am, starting
with morning tea. Senior’s Centre. $1.
Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday Service,
Ph 0457 329 850.

SPIKE SAYS

Produced fortnightly
Merredin Community Resource Centre
110 Barrack Street, Merredin
Ph: 9041 1041 Fax: 9041 1042
Deadlines
(A WEEK BEFORE ISSUE DATE)
Articles: 5pm Wednesday
Adverts: Booking 5pm Thursday
Copy finalised 11am Friday
Classifieds: 10am Monday
Contacts:
Content/production—Kirsty Rochford
9041 1041
administration@merredincrc.com
Content—Debbie Morris 9041 1041
merredin@crc.net.au
Advertising—Morgann Tranter
marketing@merredincrc.com

Merredin Camera Club— Email Daina for more info
at dainasutherland@bigpond.com.
Merredin Churches Fraternal—Meet on the fourth
Wednesday of the Month at 10am at the Uniting
Church. PO Box 463, Merredin, Malcolm Clark 9041
5215.
Merredin Community Resource Centre—meetings
held second Tuesday of the month 5.30pm at the
CRC. All Welcome.
Merredin Museum & Historical Society—Meetings
first Wednesday of the month 5.00pm at Railway
Museum. All Welcome.
Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve for
more info on 0428 412 213.
Merredin United in Prayer—28th June, Uniting
Church. Meet at the church from 7pm.
Moorditj Mia Services—15th July, Catholic Church.
Meet in in the common room from 2.15pm.
People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin,
10am
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796.
Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30 during
the school term at Throssell Road, opposite the
pool. Contact Carissa Amm on 0433 340 441.
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise advised,
contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377 or email
julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, Throssell Road,
Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms), Emma Aitken
0487 351 167.

Cummins Theatre is popular, what do you think?
Terry Pick—thumbs down to
Orana Cinema, only open
Friday, Saturday and Sunday
during school holidays and
booked out so can’t even go.
Also not enough movie choice,
the older generation like to see
drama or feel good movies, not
science fiction and monster/
zombie movies.
Doreen French—that we have
no doctors on call at the
hospital at the weekend when
we have 7 doctors in town.
Katie
Endersbee—to
the
volunteers who help preserve
and repair our HistoryMerredin Military Museum
Merredin Railway Museum
and The Men’s Shed
Julia Hendricks - Thumbs up
to the Merredin volunteer
ambulance officers, your work
is greatly appreciated Thank
you
Gemma Romeo - Thumbs up
to the Merredin Shire for
fixing the drain at the end of
my driveway. No more Lake
Acacia.

Wendy Porter – We
have a wonderful
Theatre, showing
first class programs.
No need to go to
Perth. All credit to
Emma, Ben and
Dureen.

Pam Last – Beautiful
building, great
events bought to us
without the need to
travel and all at a
reasonable price.
What more can we
ask for. Shame more
of the population
don’t realise how
lucky we are.

Morgann Tranter—
Cummins Theatre
is a great asset to
the Merredin
Community. They
have held great
events for this
town and it’s just
such a beautiful
building.

Terri BlakeWestonia Supports
Cummins Theatre,
grateful for events
for our seniors and
we bring them into
Merredin in our
community van
whenever something
is on. The building is
just beautiful and the
staff are just so
helpful.
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Merredin Town Hall Clock
“Ticking” Again cont.
cont. from page 1
The new building comprised a clock
tower with a single-storey section on
each side containing offices and
Board Room and was then referred to
as the Merredin Town Hall. The
building and in particular the clock
tower was erected as a memorial to
the local soldiers who died in World
War One.
The Merredin Town Hall was
officially opened on 20 May 1925, by
Harry Craven Griffiths, MLA for
Avon. The day featured a public tea,
a musical and dramatic programme,
and ‘grand dance’.
The clock was made by distinguished
London clockmaker and clockmaker
to the Queen and Prince of Wales, J
W Benson based on ‘Big Ben’.A
commemorative stone marking the
erection of the clock was unveiled by
Brigadier-General
Bessell-Browne
DSO, CMG, VD on Anzac Day
1928.
The clock tower is two stories high
from its floor at first-floor level. A
timber structure, centrally located in
the tower room, supports the clock
mechanism. A timber ladder-like
staircase gives access to the second
floor level, approximately 2.2 metres
above the tower room floor. The
second-floor is a walkway around the
internal perimeter of the tower walls.
It is supported by substantial timber
struts of jarrah 152 x 76 mm. The
floor boards are tongue and groove
jarrah boards. The wall height above
the
second-floor
level
is
approximately
four
metres.
Extending from the central clock
mechanism to each of the three clock
faces is a steel rod which operates the
clock mechanism on each face. A
large steel pendulum swings from the
central clock mechanism.
The Merredin Town Hall is one of a
few roads board buildings with a
clock tower in Western Australia.
Others include Menzies, which has a

Inside the clock face. Image courtesy of
Merredin Men’s Shed

tower, but not a clock, and Midland,
where the clock tower was added to
the Council Chambers as a memorial
to enlisted men who served during
World War One.
The clock in Merredin Town Hall is
one of four clock erected in Western
Australia as memorials to servicemen
and women. The others are Denmark
(1920s), Subiaco (1922/3) and
Midland (1923).
The Town Hall is valued by the
community for its association with
the Merredin Roads Board and local
Government in Merredin from 1925
to 1961.
In 1961 the Roads Board became the
Shire Council and moved into new
offices on the corner of Barrack and
Queen Streets, leaving the Town Hall
vacant between the 1960’s and 70’s
and subject to vandalism.
The District Hall section was
demolished c 1975, leaving the
Merredin Town Hall standing.
It was not until the early 1990s the
building was used again, following
refurbishment in the late 1980s, as a
doctor’s surgery, followed by the
electorate office for the local state
government member, which is still
the case today.
A very worthwhile community
project, which has maintained a part
of Merredin history, through the
support of the Merredin Men’s Shed.

Merredin Town Hall 1935

The clock’s working mechanism has been
cleaned, lubricated, wound up and set on
time. Image courtesy of the Merredin
Men’s Shed
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10th & 11th July 2018
Ronald Bain was convicted of
exceeding 0.08g of alcohol per
100ml of blood, had his licence
suspended for 7 months, was fined
$550 and ordered to pay court costs
of $190.85.
Kenneth Bullock was convicted of
driving (or attempting to drive) a
motor vehicle on a public road with a
blood alcohol content exceeding
0.05g, was fined $200 and ordered to
pay court costs of $190.85.
Shane Bushell was convicted of
threats to injure, endanger or harm
any person, was fined $650 and
ordered to pay court costs of $100.
Robert Fisher was convicted of
exceeding the speed limit between 10
and 19km/h, was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $190.85.
Ian Harrop plead guilty to having no
authority to drive (fines suspended),
was fined $200 and ordered to pay
court costs of $190.85.
Douglas Hayden was convicted of
failing to comply with reporting
obligations, was fined $300 and
ordered to pay court costs of
$190.85.
Jay Heel was convicted of causing
smoke or excessive noise or leaving
a substance on the driving surface of
a length of road and was fined $450.
He was convicted of using an
unlicensed vehicle on a road, was
fined $150 and ordered to pay a half
annual licence fee of $202.50 and he
was convicted of driving or using a
vehicle that did not comply with the
vehicle standards regulations and
fined $200.
Timothy Hunt was convicted of
reckless driving speed of 155 km/h
or more, had his licence suspended
for 12 months, was fined $1500 and
ordered to pay court costs of
$190.85.
Daphne Little was convicted of
having no authority to drive (never
held), had her licence suspended for
a further 3 months, was fined $450
and ordered to pay court costs of
$190.85.
Longset Holdings Pty Ltd plead
guilty to being a person connected

with a vehicle on a road that failed to
comply with the mass, dimension or
loading requirement that applied to
that vehicle or its load or to the
vehicle and its load, was fined
$10,000 and was ordered to pay
court costs of $190.85.
Larry Marchant was convicted of
being a driver of a vehicle which
failed to comply with a direction to
stop, was fined $600 and ordered o
pay court costs of $190.85. He was
also convicted of failing to provide a
sample of blood for analysis, was
fined $1600 and had his licence
suspended for 18 months.
Michael McCormack was convicted
of driving or using a vehicle that did
not comply with the vehicle
standards regulations and fined $100,
he was also convicted of using an
unlicensed vehicle on a road, fined
$100, ordered to pay court costs of
$190.85 and to pay a half annual
licence fee of $75.07.
Ralph Palmer was convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in or
on which there was a prohibited drug
or plant, was fined $200 and ordered
to pay costs of $190.85. He was
convicted of driving with a
prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid or
blood, fined $200, ordered to pay
court costs of $190.85 and to pay an
analyst fee of $182 and he was
convicted of having no authority to
drive—suspended (other than fines
suspension),
had his
licence
suspended for a further 9 months,
was fined $400 and ordered to pay
court costs of $190.85.
Cassidy Phillips was convicted of
criminal damage or destruction of
property, was fined $900, ordered to
pay court costs of $100 and ordered
to pay compensation of $950.
Michael Smit was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended) and fined $200, he was
also convicted of using an unlicensed
vehicle on a road, fined $100,
ordered to pay court costs of $190.85
and to pay a half annual licence fee
of $232.70.
Erin Stevens was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended) was fined $300 and
ordered to pay costs of $190.85.

Court Report
Crystal Twyerould was convicted of
driving with a prescribed illicit drug
in oral fluid or blood, was fined
$200, ordered to pay court costs of
$190.85 and to pay an analyst fee of
$182.
Stephen Vassallo was convicted of
driving, or attempting to drive a

By
WENDY
PORTER—
Merredin Librarian
Hi all. I have been feeling older
lately as more ‘Do you Remembers’
are put on Facebook. You know the
ones, do you remember watching
‘Back to the Future’ – it first played
in 1985. That’s 33 years ago. Well,
here is another. Who remembers
the Little River Band? They formed
in 1975. Glenn Shorrock talks
about his career with the Twilights
(even older), Axiom and the Little
River Band in his autobiography,
‘Glenn Shorrock: Now, where was
I”.
Have you ever wondered ‘Why are
we here?’ What is our purpose in
life? After living through many
profound
spiritual
experiences
David Guthrie provides his slant on
these fundamental questions in the
‘Handbook of Whacky Wisdom:
Esoterics of mind, body and
spiritual healing’. In this book
David brings up some thoughtprovoking views on subjects ranging
from the basic to the more
controversial and confronting. He
provides explanations and solutions
to take responsibility for one’s self

motor vehicle on a public road with a
blood alcohol content exceeding
0.05g and was fined $200. He was
also convicted of having no authority
to drive (never held) was fined $100,
ordered to pay court costs of $190.85
and had his licence suspended for a
further 3 months.

Library Musings
and gain rational knowledge to
achieve peace of mind in today’s
often contradictory world.
Again with the old stuff. Have you
got lots of things cluttering up your
house, but don’t want to part with
them? How about trying ‘Building
with Second-hand Stuff: how to
reclaim, repurpose, re-use &
upcycle salvaged & leftover
materials’ by Chris Peterson. This
book talks about deconstruction
methods and salvaging tips to
plotting efficient cutting plans and
devising creative new uses for
everyday items. It is a hands-on,
DIY guide that shows you how to
identify materials that can be
salvaged efficiently and gives you
step by step instructions on how to
build cool things with what you
find.
Remember if the library doesn’t
have what you are looking for, let
the staff know. They may be able to
borrow it from another library. Or
perhaps it may be available on one
of the electronic platforms like
OverDrive, Borrowbox, Zinio or
The Computer School. Ask staff for
details.

Tales of the Past
I was in the main street one day last
week and saw someone entering
IGA with a couple of shopping
bags and two cardboard boxes and
was reminded of a time in Ireland
in 2002 when the government also
banned plastic shopping bags.
It took about two weeks for folk to
become accustomed to the idea of
providing their own containers and
we were off and running. At the
same time as plastic bags were
banned, came an edict from the
Galway City Council in regards to
garbage bins and collection.
At the school where I was teaching,
we had a big red skip bin which
was emptied every week. The city
council delivered three wheelie
bins – one with a grey lid for
garbage which absolutely needed to
be sent to land fill. Another had a
green lid and was for re cycling
materials only, and a brown lidded
bin which was for compostable
materials. Woe betide anyone who
put the wrong material in the wrong
bin for if that was the case, your bin
was left still full of rubbish for you
to dispose of in some way.

Within a couple of weeks, the
children at the school were well
trained as to the correct use of each
bin. The grey lidded bins and one
other - either green or brown- were
emptied each week. Within a very
short time, we (at the school) no
longer needed a red skip bin and our
rubbish had been drastically cut. An
added incentive was the fact that
there was a computer chip under the
edge
of
each
bin
which
automatically registered the weight
of one’s rubbish and you were
charged accordingly for garbage
fees. With the backing of the city
council we set up a worm farm and
a compost tumbler. Thus we trained
the children in how to behave
responsibly with the rubbish we
generated. By the way, when we
purchased the worm farm we had to
wait for the worms to arrive some
time later. They were sent by air
freight from AUSTRALIA. One
thousand of them arrived in a sealed
plastic bag and were quickly set up
in the worm farm. They became a
thing of wonder as children dragged
their parents to “come and see the
worms”!

My Thoughts
It’s Time to Toughen Up!
At the danger of becoming boring, I
am going to feature once more on
the Senior Centre and the reason
folk raised money to build it about
35 or so years ago. It was to
provide a place for people to meet
and to socialise. For a long time that
aim was fulfilled, but of late interest
has dropped off and we would like
to bring back the former “glory”.
Thank you to the brave souls who
decided to make it to Thursday
lunches. I have the utmost respect
for you as you have become the
“guinea pigs” who are leading the
way. I have had only one small
criticism of part of one meal so far,
so that is positive. Why do you not
book in for one roast meal on a
Thursday and try it out? I think that
you will be pleasantly surprised. I
was there at lunch time yesterday
and folk were chatting and eating
and appeared to be enjoying
themselves.
The latest
meal
included soup (which you could
take home for tea at night) and the
roast, there was also a delicious
bread and butter pudding which you
could also take home and -et voilathere is your night meal ready to be
heated and eaten with not much
effort on your part.
Thursday July 5th was a very special
day for the centre. The Senior
Centre bus was delivered and we
now have the vehicle for our use. It
always was ours, but somewhere
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Police Report

By Acting OIC MICHAEL
PATERSON Merredin Police

Esther
Robartson
along the way we lost the use if it. It
has taken 17 months of negotiation
and arguing, but we now have it
back and can use it whenever we
wish.
One of our committee members has
been trying to get a Friday morning
bowls event going, but this has not
been really successful and she had
to (unwillingly) cancel the event.
However, other events continue
including the free Thursday morning
tea. Be brave -come and try it out. It
is all up to you.
Now I have a challenge for you:
Come up with some ideas of what
YOU would like the Centre to
provide. Write the ideas down and
drop them in the letter box at 15
French Avenue. You can even be
anonymous if you wish. We would
welcome suggestions. The aim of
the hard working committee
members is to make the Senior
Centre relevant and useful and to
fulfil the aims for which it was built
by our community members.
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After a couple of good weeks
where crime rates in Merredin
dropped,
we’ve
unfortunately
experience a spike in offending.
Thanks to the assistance of our
supportive community, most of
these offences have been resolved
and the others will be resolved
soon.
Disappointingly, during the school
holidays numerous juveniles have
been charged or are currently under
investigation
for
late
night
burglaries, stealing and damage
offences at several business
premises in town. It’s important
that parents continue to monitor
their children’s movements after
dark, otherwise you may end up
collecting them from our lock up!
Please continue to take care on our
roads
and
consider
the
consequences of careless driving.
We’ve noticed an increase in the
number of drivers using mobile
phones and have been cracking
down on this behaviour. If you’re
caught engaging in this dangerous
activity you can expect a $400 fine
with 3 demerit points. In the bush
it’s important to remember we rely
on the valuable efforts of our
community volunteers to attend and
assist us when accidents occur – so
please take care and do the right
thing.

NAIDOC week was celebrated last
week and we were excited to be
involved. Senior Constable John
Garlett
received
a
special
invitation
from
the
Police
Commissioner and he proudly
represented Merredin Police at the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Flag Raising Ceremony
held at Police Headquarters in
Perth. There are more NAIDOC
celebrations planned in August and
September which we’ll also be
getting involved in.
It’s disappointing that drug use
continues to be a scourge in our
community, however we were
pleased to take 14 Grams of
methylamphetamine off our streets
last week. This was the result of a
vehicle stop in town and as a
consequence a 25 year old
Merredin man was charged with
Possession of a Prohibited Drug
with Intent to Sell or Supply.
Merredin Police are always keen to
hear from anyone who has
accurate and current information
about drug use or other illegal
activities in our town. Please
don’t hesitate to contact us directly
on 9041 1322 or through Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
Anonymous information can also
be
reported
online
at
www.crimestopperswa.com.au.
You can also follow us on twitter
@MerredinPol

Funding builds better regions in Trayning
By SUE CHIERA
The Shire of Trayning is set to
benefit from a grant of more than
$363,000
following
the
announcement that the Trayning
Aquatic Centre will receive funding
under the Building Better Regions
Fund – Infrastructure Projects
stream.
Federal

Member

for

Durack

Melissa Price said the project to
help redevelop the aquatic centre
facilities
was
a
significant
investment in building a stronger
economy and driving jobs for the
long term.
“This is a fantastic outcome for the
Trayning community, with the
project receiving $363,317 to
upgrade the facilities,” she said.

Trayning Shire President Melanie
Brown said she was very excited.

competitions; and for swimming
lessons.

“The aquatic centre is an integral
part of the community; the facilities
are enjoyed by adults and children
for recreation and fitness; and as a
communal meeting place,” she said.

“It is an asset for the community
that will be used for many, many
years to come thanks to the Federal
Government’s generous support.”

“It is used by many neighbouring
towns for school swimming
carnivals
and
interschool

The funding is part of the Federal
Government’s $641 million BBRF
program.
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NAIDOC Week Celebrations at Cummins Theatre
By EMMA DAVIS
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held
around the country each July to
celebrate the history, culture and
achievements of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples. The
Cummins
Theatre
celebrated
NAIDOC week on Wednesday July
11th with a variety of events to suit
everyone from kids through to
adults.
Starting in the morning children
were welcomed to the Tivoli Room
to participate in a crafting workshop
where they created pop up Australian
Animals. From kangaroos to
crocodiles, sharks to dingos, there
was an animal to suit every taste.
Cummins Kids coordinator Dureen
Bolton introduced the children to the
workshop and explained the
significance of NAIDOC week. Then
it was all hands on deck as children
from our youngest at one and a half
years old through to thirteen year
olds got creating, colouring, and
cutting.
Once
the
children
finished
decorating their animals, and some
very handy mums and dads cut the
creatures out (the kangaroo was
particularly tricky) children were
then given the opportunity to learn
about different Aboriginal painting
symbols and try their hand at

creating a picture of their own in the
Tivoli garden.
"I really like my shark. It is blue and
red on one side and green on the
other. This was fun." Alexander,
twelve years old, participant.
"Kangaroo! Hop! Hop! Hop! My
kangaroo dad! Hop!" Lilith, almost
two years old, participant.
In the evening the theatre auditorium
was transformed into an intimate
theatre space as IBIJERRI Theatre
Company presented their beautiful,
moving, and very funny show Which
Way Home.

"It was a Great Show! I love
something thought provoking with a
twist at the end I didn't see coming."
Meg Gethin, audience member.
An ever dropping stream of sand
falling from the theatre roof to the
stage floor below was reminiscent of
an hourglass slowly dropping away
the seconds, as the story of two
intertwined lives was told.
"It was a beautiful show. Just
beautiful."
The show is continuing its Australian
tour with two more shows in
Western Australia with performances

Lilith Davis decorated Kangaroo and
Dingo

in Bunbury and Albany before
heading back to the eastern states.

Prior to the show was a moving
tribute to Aboriginal Women,
keeping in line with theme of this
years NAIDOC Week "Because of
her,
we
can"
and
an
acknowledgement
of
country
reflecting on the important role
women have played in the history of
Aboriginal culture and heritage and
continue to play into the future.
Which Way Home told the story of
Tash and her father taking a road trip
from their home in Brisbane back to
Country. Told through flashbacks of
Tash's childhood and reflecting on
the important role fathers play in the
development of children the story
was very funny, honest, and
ultimately very moving.

IBEJERRI Theatre Company took to the Cummins Theatre Stage for Which Way Home
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CRC Farewells an Amazing Volunteer – El Lipman
hundreds of phone calls for the
Show, Markets, Events, Surveys or
cleaning out the shed etc
El always joined in with our CRC
events and activities and probably
her most notable performance was
our “High Tea” last year. Everyone
came nicely dressed, the CRC staff
in our themed outfits and we had our
local member, Mia Davies attend.
Then there was El – barefoot,
pregnant and curlers in her hair!!!
The look on Mia’s face was
priceless.
No words can do justice to how the
CRC, Merredin Show, Railway
Museum and Merredin in general
feel about El.
She is thoughtful, funny, a great
cook and someone who will do
anything to help.
El came into the CRC in February
2016 and put her name down to
volunteer. I think that was the best
day in world for the CRC. El has
been amazing, she comes to the CRC
every day at 8.30am and helps out
with everything, from sweeping the
front path, catering, selling raffle
tickets for the Show, making

El has a great sense of humour and
some people aren’t sure how to take
her until they get to know her a bit
more, which was always funny to
watch in the beginning.
Merredin and in particular the staff
and committee at the CRC will really
miss El coming in each day as we
have been spoilt having such a
lovely, caring, funny and community
minded person here over the past two
and a half years.
We wish her well in her move to
Perth and hope that she comes back
to Merredin on occasions.

CANVA Workshop

Following the very successful workshop held in April,
the Merredin CRC are looking to hold another one on
THURSDAY 9TH JULY at 6PM—7.30PM. Please
register your name by contacting the CRC on 9041
1041. The cost will be $25.

Is Your Organisation Ready for the New
Associations Incorporation Act?
On 1 July 2016 the Associations
Incorporation Act 2015 came into
effect
and
replaced
the
Associations Incorporation Act
1987. The New Act commences 1
July 2019 and all associations must
have reviewed and updated their
rules (Constitution) to ensure they
comply with the requirements
outlined in Schedule 1, which
includes NFP clause, payments to
members,
dispute
resolution,
financial year, distribution of surplus
property etc
Any association who has not updated

their rules – reverts to Model Rules
provided by the Department of
Commerce.
To alleviate the stress on your
members, the Merredin CRC can
review your constitution and provide
a draft for your association to
approve, for a fee of between $300 $500, dependent on the amount of
work involved.
If you wish to discuss this option,
please contact the Merredin CRC on
90411041
or
email
merredin@crc.net.au

8

THE PHOENIX Friday, July 20th, 2018

Boomerang Bags in Merredin
By WENDY PORTER
In March this year the Merredin Library
invited people to help make Boomerang
Bags for the Town. Boomerang Bags is a
grassroots, community driven movement
tackling plastic pollution at its source
that works to reduce the use of plastic
bags by providing an alternative – when
you make a purchase in a local shop you
may take one of the Boomerang bags and
return it next time to allow others to use
it.
Since March several ladies have been
coming to the library on Wednesday
mornings, as well as taking material
home, to make bags. Over 150 bags
were made by the end of June (the count
is continuing) thanks to the cheerful
efforts of Audine McCrae, Teresa Cutri,
Jan Whisson, Heather Giles, Anna
Alford,
Debbie
Alberti,
Lillian

Armstrong and Jill Hatch. The material
had all been donated and Go Mad gave a
discount for equipment such as scissors
and thread.
The bags have been distributed around
town in Go Mad, Wheatbelt Tech,
Merredin Flowers and Gifts, Australia
Post, Two Dogs and Happenings on
Barrack. Remember if you use one of
the bags, please return it, if not to the
store you borrowed it from, at least one
of the others listed. Each of the shops
also has copies of the instructions for
making your own bag if you are
interested.
The Merredin Library is hoping to
continue the sewing sessions at the
library, perhaps next making quilts for
humidicribs at King Edward Memorial
Hospital. Library staff are open to ideas
– and the sessions are open to all.

Go Mad receiving their Boomerang Bags

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW: nbnTM services not available to all areas or homes, nbnTM, non co and other nbnTM logos and brands are trade marks of nbn co limited and used under licence. The spectrum device and
trade marks and ® are registered trade marks of Telstra Corporation Ltd, ABN 33 051 775 556.
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Innovative, Safe and Healthy
Farming
By CHARLES ARMSTRONG
“Farm safety is something that we
often take for granted, of course no one
wants to be injured or see others
injured” stated Farmsafe Australia
Chairman, Charles Armstrong.

“As an industry we have been
improving our safety record, with
overall reductions in the number of
farm injury deaths approaching 60%
over the past two decades. However,
we still need to do more.”
In 2017, tractors and quads bikes were
the leading causes of on-farm fatalities.
Tragically, there were a total of 68 onfarm fatalities, higher than the previous
year which recorded 63. Nine of those
68 deaths involved a child aged under
15 years. An additional 179 non-fatal
on-farm injuries were recorded.
This farm safety week, Farmsafe
Australia is focusing on innovative
ideas and practices to promote a safety
culture on Australian farms.
Mr Armstrong said “In a time of
technological
transformation
in
workplaces, farming too is undergoing
a period of exciting technological
change as we move into the digital
landscape. With this comes a
remarkable opportunity for innovative
solutions and ideas around farm
safety” stated Mr Armstrong.
“From digitized safety inductions
using
QR
codes,
to
design
improvements that make farm vehicles

safer to operate, through to Personal
Locator Beacons that sends a safety
alert where something goes wrong in
areas with no mobile reception, the
possibilities are endless.
“Innovation can complement practical
steps for farm safety. When you are
out on the farm, it is important to let
people know where you are going and
what time you expect to be back so
that someone can come looking for
you if you are injured. Devices that
automate safety alerts when something
goes wrong, such as a quad bike
rollover can be the difference between
help arriving on time, or too late.
“Driving cultural change toward good
safety practices in the industry also
inspires innovative approaches such as
empowering rural women to take a
leadership role in change.
“Farm safety week is an opportunity to
recognise and celebrate some of these
achievements, while also reinforcing
key safety messages, stated Mr
Armstrong.
“It’s about making sure that everyone
involved in the farm gets home safe
and sound at the end of each working
day. That’s a good thing not just for
our families but also our business and
communities.”
Further information can be found at:
www.farmsafe.org.au or by contacting
Farmsafe Australia on (02) 6269 5622
or your state Farmsafe group.
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Primary Winter Carnival
On Wednesday, 20 June 2018 Year 3-6
students competed in the annual Winter
Carnival against St Mary’s. Everyone
had a fantastic time and showed great
sportsmanship towards each other
throughout the day. A huge thank you to
all our Parent volunteers who helped out
during the day!
All the sports were a close contest with
the final results coming down to the last
game in Soccer, Football and Netball!
Intermediate
1st Merredin College

Netball

2nd St Mary’s 1
3rd St Mary’s 2

Soccer

Senior Netball

1st St Mary’s 1

st

1 St Mary’s and Merredin College 1

2nd Merredin College 3

nd

2 Merredin College 2

3rd Merredin College 1

Football

4th St Mary’s 2 and Merredin College 2

st

1 St Mary’s 1

Thank you to Paul Reid and Daniel Giles
from the WA Football Development
Commission and Malcolm Rhodes from
Football West for all their help in
running both the Football and Soccer
competitions.

2nd Merredin College 1
3rd Merredin College 2
4th St Mary’s 2

Secondary Assembly 22 June 2018
Grow Award Winners

Technology (Woodwork)

A Coelho - Citizenship

T Farson - Mathematics

Year 7

Year 8

E Downsborough - Physical Education

T Flint - Volleyball Specialist

J Antazo - Health & Art

C Beilken - HASS

A Geier - HASS

H Bill - HASS

B Geier English

B Grant - Design
(Woodwork)

J Chapman - Home Economics
Z Dancey - English

Physical

Education

&

T Holder - Mathematics & Home
Economics

and

Technology

P Mudimu - HASS

J Griffiths - Dance

D Navales - English & Home Economics

J Hayden - English

M Roissetter - Design and Technology
(Woodwork)

M Mason - Information Technology

H Farson - Dance

E Lawrence - Art

L Fox - English

S McKay - Health

J Smith HASS

C Gardiner - Mathematics

C Penny - Physical Education

L Watkins - Health

J Jaya - English

X Rajagopalan - Dance, Drama & Health

J Griffiths - Mathematics

Upper School Highest Achievers—
Semester one

M McFarlane - Mathematics

Year 10

Year 11

M Geier - Physical Education

C Silver Science

A Taylor - Science

C Brooker - Science

C Mndebele - Digital Technologies

J Spencer - General English, General
Career and Enterprise

C Routledge - HASS

J Willis -HASS & Mathematics

J Truglio - HASS & Science

F Sutherland - Mathematics

C Wagas - Science

Year 9

A Watkins - Health & Design and

K Antazo - Art & Home Economics

Digital

Technologies

&

Mathematics,

Science

R Buder - Art
C Coulthard - Physical Education
O Darby - Information Technology

H Douglas - Dance
J Downsborough - Science

&

T Worsfold- Health
Z Dale - Mathematics
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Ronald Hatch Remembered

By ROSA ROBARTSON
Our Dad or “Pop” as he has been
known to his many grandchildren, was
born on the 21st of August 1924 in
North Fremantle. His Father (Henry)
and Mother (Elsie) had immigrated to
Western Australia with their two year
old daughter Phyllis, arriving in
Fremantle on the 3rd of February 1923
and taking up land on the Peel Estate at
Baldivis to run a dairy farm, being part
of a group settlement.
Two boys, Basil and Mick, were born
in years that followed.
In the year that Dad turned six, he
started school at the Baldivis School on
the corner of Kerosene Lane and
Baldivis Road, which still stands today.
He would get up in the morning to milk
the cows and attend to his other jobs
before running down the road to get to
school on time.
Dad attended high school in Perth, as
the family were living in Fitzgerald
Street, North Perth other than his father
who stayed on the farm in Baldivis.
When Dad turned fourteen, he left
school and went to work for his father
on the Baldivis farm. He worked from
4:00am to 7:00pm, seven days one
week and six and a half days the
following week for 5 shillings a week.
Three weeks of wages were saved up to
buy two weaner pigs and food so that
he could “fatten them up”. They were
then sold at the local market for small
profit, which was then used to buy
more. This way Dad was able to save
up enough money to buy a Horse and
Sulky which enabled him to attend
dances around the area on Saturday
nights, getting home after the dances in
time to change his clothes ready to start
the Sunday morning work.
At the age of fifteen, Dad’s father
purchased a property in Mount Helena.
Dad was sent up there alone to
“straighten up the place and fix the
fences”. Dad would work on the Mount
Helena property in the morning and
then in the afternoon he would work on
a Poultry and Orchid Farm in Sawyers
Valley for Earnest Trezise (his future
Father In-Law). The Baldivis farm was
later sold and the rest of the family
moved to Mount Helena.
It was during the time Dad was
working alone on the Mount Helena
farm, he turned sixteen and decided to
join the navy, so he caught a train into
Perth and then down to Fremantle to
the Naval Base. He completed all of the
required tests and was given a form for
his parents to sign. His mother did not
approve and tore up the forms, but his
Dad was sympathetic as he himself had

fought in Royal Fusiliers on The
Somme during WWI.
Dad brooded for a couple of weeks and
when he went into town he saw the
local 10th Light Horse troop doing their
training and decided to sign up. He
lied about his age and although the
officer didn’t believe him, he did the
swearing in and Dad went home with
his kit and saddle.
The date was September 1940 and so
began his military service, which saw
him serve in the 10th Light horse,
transferring to the 2nd/2nd Commandos
and completing their training in 1942,
onto Kokoda Trail in New Guinea with
the 2nd/7th Independent Unit in 1943,
back home for Christmas in 1943, more
training
in
NSW
and
North
Queensland, then onto Morotai in the
Celebes and the Philippines and North
Borneo with the 2nd /12th Commando
Squadron.
At the cessation of the war, on the 28 th
of January 1946 Dad took his discharge
from the military at Swanbourne
Barracks.
Dad went back to Mount Helena for a
couple of weeks before marrying
Florence Elizabeth Trezise on the 2 nd of
March 1946. They took over the
Sawyers Valley farm from Mum’s
parents and Dad worked the farm, as
well as working shiftwork at No 2
Pumping Station.
During the time in Sawyers Valley,
Mum and Dad were blessed with five
children, Roger, Daphne, Rick, Rosa
and Alex.
In 1954, after going on a prospecting
trip with a couple of mates (Lester
Pearson and Dick Daily), Dad was
offered a job in Southern Cross by the
boss of the Kalgoorlie Pipeline
(Octavious Cole).
A transfer was
arranged and the family was packed up
and moved to Southern Cross. The
family had to camp in a tent up near the
pipeline prior to moving into a four
room house in Altair Street.
This old house, after being paid off,
was subject to numerous alterations by
Dad to accommodate the growing
family. Additions to the family with
Laurie, John, Ruth, Janet, Ted (now
deceased) and David. Dad always
joked about having enough family
members to make a cricket team.
Many a winter’s night was had around
the lounge room fire listening to Dad
playing his piano accordion. There was
no TV in those days.
During the first weekend after moving
into the house in Altair Street, Dad was
introduced to his then neighbor Ted
Coward. From this introduction, a “life
-long friendship” evolved. Ted and Dad
would take up many prospecting
ventures, starting with a claim out at
Koolyanobbing and ending with the
claim at Hope’s Hill. Our two families
grew-up as one.
Dad continued to work for the Water
Supply, starting as a labourer and
finishing up as boss after a period of
twenty eight years.
During his years in Southern Cross,
Dad has been active in the community,
he was involved with the school P&C,
Scouts and Cubs and was a founding
member of the Southern Cross Motor
Cycle Club.
Since returning from the war, Dad had
been a member of the Returned

Services League, serving in many
positions at Sub-Branch and State
Branch level, including Senior Vice
President Coolgardie Sub-Branch and
Secretary of the Yilgarn RSL Youth
Club for 13 years. Dad was awarded
Life Membership of the RSL of
Western Australia and on the 12 th of
June 1998 he was awarded “The
Meritorious Medal” at Anzac House in
Perth by W.A. Governor Michael
Jeffery for his service to the RSL.
Upon Mum’s death in 2004, Dad was
at a loose end, not knowing what to do.
Subsequently, he moved to take up
residence with his daughter Ruth in
Lesmurdie. Here he took up wood
turning more actively and joined the
Wood Turner’s Association.
In April 2008 Dad was one of seven
Second World War Light Horse
veterans
who
attended
the
Commemorative Mission to Israel for
the Dedication of the Park of the
Australian Soldier and unveiling of the
Australian Light Horse Memorial.
In November 2011 Dad moved to live
with Daphne in a farm house at North
Whyola. Dad loved the serenity out on
the farm and would often be heard
whistling to the local birds. He
continued with his wood turning and
joined the Cunderdin Men’s Shed.
It was during several re-unions with old
mates from the war that Dad was
encouraged to return to North Borneo
to assist in ensuring that the history of
what had happened continues to be
told. Following on from this, his first
trip as part of the Borneo Exhibition
Group was in 2003 and continued
every year until his last trip in 2016.
The trips were organised every April
and are referred to as the ANZAC Tour
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of Borneo.
On the 19th of July 2016, Dad set off on
a trip to visit daughter Janet and son
John “for the last time in America”. It
turned out that it was in fact his last
American trip, as he took ill and was
admitted to hospital on the 23 rd of July.
After recovering sufficiently, he
returned home on the 29th of August
2016 however, never returned to full
health. From that point on, his health
continued to deteriorate resulting in
numerous trips to hospital. His body
was letting him down, although his
mind remained as sharp as ever and this
was a source of much frustration for
him.
The amount of caring required was
getting too much for Daphne to cope
with, so a position in a nursing home
was arranged. When being admitted
Dad was given a questionnaire to
complete, son, John and his wife Deb
along with Ruth were helping Dad
complete it and one question was
“What is your fondest and most
treasured memory of your Spouse?”
Dad looked at Deb, then John, then
Ruth and with a grin on his face he said
“I probably shouldn’t say this but, she
was sexy”. So that is why there are
eleven siblings!
Dad only managed a short stay at the
nursing home before another trip to the
local hospital. He ultimately gave up
the fight peacefully, not long after
midnight on the 6th of June 2018.
Pop you may have gone but your
legacy will live on in our memories of
you and in our hearts forever.
Slamma Jalan. May you find your Sexy
Lady off in the Milky Way.
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Protect yourself from NBN
Scams
NBN Co is alerting the community
to be aware of scammers asking for
personal information and financial
details.
Scammers are increasingly taking
the opportunity to impersonate NBN
Co and take advantage of
consumers, including those living in
retirement villages.
NBN Co Chief Security Officer,
Darren Kane said “It is important to
be aware that NBN Co will never
make unsolicited calls or door knock
to sell broadband services. NBN Co
may make calls to individuals
registered on our Medical Alarm or
Fire and Lift registers but will never
request payment or bank account
details during these calls.
NBN Co also does not request
payment in relation to matters
relating to medical alarms.
“NBN Co is the company building
and operating Australia’s wholesale
broadband network, and as a
wholesale-only company we do not
sell broadband packages directly to
consumers. There are times when
NBN Co may contact you directly as
part of the network rollout, but never
to request payment for services over
the nbn™ network.

“Protect your personal information
by being on guard, verify who are
you are talking to and do not give
your personal details or bank
account details to an unsolicited
caller.”
NBN Co advises the following steps
be taken to help protect yourself
from scammers:
 Do not share your bank or
personal
details
with
an
unsolicited caller or with those
who door knock claiming to be
from NBN Co and trying to sell
you an nbn™ service or seek
payment for related services;
 If you think you have been a
victim immediately report the
scam to your bank or financial
institution, and the police;
 If you have any questions about
how these types of scams relate to
you or would like further
assistance
please
contact
IDCARE on 1300 432 273.
To protect others, report scams to
the ACCC via the SCAMwatch
report
scam
page
(www.scamwatch.gov.au/report-ascam) or by calling 1300 795 995.
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Industry Links Set Degree Apart
By LINDSAY MCNEILL
Industry links established in the run
up to the introduction of the Charles
Sturt University agribusiness degree
at Muresk have paid off handsomely
for students in the course.
Demand for graduates with the
Bachelor of Agricultural Business
Management has outstripped supply.
There is a sense of urgency in
agricultural businesses in rural areas

in signing up those remaining in the
course, following the government
decision to close the course down in
mid-2020.
Almost all the graduates from the
degree are in full time employment
with agricultural businesses in rural
areas across the state from Geraldton
to Esperance. Their willingness to
work in the country has assured
them of professional positions in

Third year students in the CSU Agribusiness Degree course at Muresk after delivering an
analysis of business operations to staff and business owners in preparation for the
presentation of their final business plans in September

rural areas.
Three graduates from the first intake
in 2014 are working as agronomists
with CSBP - Boston Whooley in
Esperance, Mitchell Hutton works at
Wongan Hills and Dalwallinu and
Nick Hardie at Boddington. Among
others, Brianna Hindle is a project
officer with the West Midlands
Grower Group at Moora, Rachel
Mason with the Mingenew Irwin
Group, Lorretta Adams with the
Farm Shop Ag at Beverley and with
Safe Farms WA as a part time
consultant and Courtney Humphrey
is working with grain marketing
platform, DailyGrain.
Some in third year in 2018 are
employed fulltime while completing
the course part time. Others have
part time jobs while continuing to
study fulltime.
Jordan
Mills
(Corrigin) is working fulltime with
Rabobank in. Matthew Richards
(Merredin) has casual work on farms
in animal husbandry and as a truck
driver. Angela Ryan (Kellerberrin)
has had work with Elders as an
agronomist, Consultant Ag in
Northam in grain marketing and
agronomy and with Grain Handlers
Kellerberrin in pea and lupin
marketing.
Graduates and students are sought

because of the degree’s focus on
business
management
while
providing a strong grounding in
agronomy and farming. Links with
exemplary agricultural businesses
provide hands on experience in plant
and animal production systems.
Students also apply theory to
practice through the development
and presentation of a detailed
business plan for an existing
business. Other agriculture degrees
in WA are more science based.
Head of the CSU School of
Agribusiness at Muresk, Prof
Christine
Storer,
said
the
groundwork carried out by the
Agribusiness Industry Advisory
Council and professional staff
creating strong links with agriculture
and agribusiness ensured the degree
met industry requirements. It also
resulted in strong support for the
students by way of scholarships and
academic prizes.
“These links established a network
of agricultural and related businesses
willing to share information about
the
operation
of
successful
enterprises
through
industry
experience, visits and provision of
guest
speakers
and
project
opportunities as well as putting
students in contact with potential
employers,” she said.
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Travelling Phoenix—Canada and Peru
Canada

Peru
By KIRSTY ROCHFORD
My Mum Deb and her partner Frank
have again been off on an adventure,
this time to Peru!
They really enjoyed Peru and said
that the people were incredibly
friendly and seemed very happy
despite living in conditions that we
would consider really challenging.

Irene Arndt, Wayne Wallace, Anna
Wallace, Norma Henderson, Beth
Gearing, John Gearing, Bev Drakeford
and Roger Drakeford

By BETH GEARING
We have just arrived home from a
month’s holiday in Canada and
Alaska.
This photo was taken at beautiful
Lake Louise which is in Alberta's
Banff National Park in Canada.

Their favourite things in Peru were
visiting the amazing Machu Picchu
and watching the Winter Solstice
sunrise through the ruins, the Winter
Solstice Festival and a mind blowing
art gallery displaying textiles by an
artist called Maximo Laura who
fused traditional imagery with
abstract art through textiles. They
would have loved to have brought
home a piece but with each piece
being well upwards of $10k that
didn’t happen.

Standing on a hill at the ancient site of
Quenqo overlooking the city of Cusco

At an ancient site in Lima with a
recreated scene of an early Inca
inhabitant

The presidential palace of Peru

Mum took on my challenge of trying
their national diet of guinea pig, she
said it tasted a lot like rabbit but
wouldn't be keen to start cooking it
at home.
Thanks again Mum and Frank for
being such good sports and taking
the Phoenix with you on your
holiday.

An ancient site in Lima which had some
indigenous Lama
A tapestry by the artist Maximo Laura
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Science

China’s environmental approach
By GRANT STAINER
China cops a lot of criticism on many
subjects, which is often justifiable.
However, it is also worth giving
credit where credit is due, and one
area that China is making big
progress is repairing environmental
damage.
Now, I can hear you saying “but
China has so much pollution, etc”,
and yes that is correct. However, it is
actually taking steps to deal with that
and a range of other serious
environmental problems.

poverty reduction
development.

and

economic

China’s
approach
to
these
environmental problems really began
in the late 1990’s as a response to the
recognition of the cumulative impacts
of inefficient and unsustainable
agricultural practices, and overexploitation of natural resources.
These impacts were not only causing
massive environmental degradation,
they contributed to 20-45 million
deaths in the 1959-61 Great Chinese
Famine.

It found that between ~1998 through
to 2015, China has invested
US$378.5 billion (in 2015 US$) in
these 16 programs, covering around
65% of China’s land area.

After 20 years, these programs have
led to significant positive results,
with
declining
deforestation,
increased forest cover, grasslands
expanding and regenerating, and the
reversing of desertification trends in
many areas. Soil erosion has fallen,
with sediment loads in the Yellow
River declining by 90%. There has
been an increase in agricultural
productivity and improved living
standards for rural households.

The environmental objectives of
these programs include reducing
erosion
and
sedimentation,
conserving
forests,
managing
desertification, reducing the impact
of dust storms, and more. Also
important are the socioeconomic
objectives which are aimed at

One of the key aspects of ensuring
the success of these programs has
been the use of science in the ongoing
monitoring and review of these
programs, and the resulting feedback
to decision makers. This ensures that
where issues arise or where projects
are not achieving their objectives,

A team of 19 scientists (including
from Australia’s CSIRO) have
recently published a review of
China’s 16 major sustainability
programs in Nature magazine (Nature
12/7/2018, vol. 559, p 193-204).

these can be rectified by changing the
on-ground approach and learning
from any mistakes in a constructive
manner.
China’s approach is something that
other nations should learn from.
Firstly, it is easier and cheaper to
prevent environmental damage from
occurring than it is to fix it.
Secondly, nations must invest in
environmental sustainability for the
long term and on a large scale, just
like they do for the military,
infrastructure, health, and education.
Whilst China is not yet a poster child
of environmental sustainability, it is
showing great leadership in seriously
seeking to address it’s environmental
problems.
Unlike Australia, China is also
tackling climate change seriously,
with massive installation of solar and
wind capacity, and this investment
has led to huge profits for China.
An example of how China has
benefited, is a former UNSW student
who developed new solar cell
technology and wanted to start a
company here in Australia, but was
forced by the Howard government to
return to China where he started a
hugely profitable solar business (see
National Insecurity by Weis et al,

page 55). China’s gain, Australia’s
loss.
In contrast to China, Australia’s
approach is the opposite of China’s
approach. Australia is continually
reducing
investment
in
environmental
management,
weakening our already pathetically
weak environmental laws, opening
up irreplaceable areas to unchecked
exploitation, and competing with
Brazil for the title of the worst rate of
land clearing in the world
(Queensland is the worst contributor
to this). Australia has one of the
worst rates of extinctions in the
world, and this is only set to get
worse with Australia’s contempt and
wanton disregard for the natural
environment.
Australia should seek to learn from
others, including from overseas
countries such as China. We should
learn from both our own mistakes
and other nation’s mistakes, so that
we can build a much better and
sustainable future.
For more detailed information, check
out the article in Nature magazine (12
July 2018, pages 193-204) and the
associated
article
in
The
Conversation
(https://
theconversation.com/what-we-canlearn-from-chinas-fight-against-
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CLASSIFIEDS
ARIES—March 21 to April 19
Now is a time for fun! So don’t lock yourself
into any huge obligations. Dive into a creative
project or let your inner performer take the
stage. You will come across unresolved issues
or people from the past so have fun but be
careful.

Positions Vacant

TAURUS—April 20 to May 20
You crave more solitude than normal so now is
a good time to catch up on nesting and resting.
A goal you have been working on at work could
be put on the back burner, although this is
frustrating, use this delay to work on your own
self.
GEMINI—May 21 to June 20
You feel like right now you can get ‘out of your
head’ and actually talk things through. You will
meet, or re-kindle a friendship with a kindred
spirit, but don’t move too quickly. Make sure
you’re prepared to listen as much as you talk, if
not more with this person.

CANCER—June 21 to July 22
Watch out for misunderstandings with
communication.
Scale down on overly
ambitious plans as you may end up dealing with
an unanticipated expense. Now is a crucial
time to step back and change counterproductive
behaviours.
LEO—July 23 to August 22
Shake off any heaviness and refocus on your
goals, take one step at a time. A partnership
could hit a rough patch, or you may decide to
slow things down in a fast-moving business or
romantic union. Why are you rushing? If
you’re having second thoughts, listen to them.
VIRGO—August 23 to September 22
You may feel sleepier than usual and simply not
up for big crowds or energetically demanding
projects, conserve your energy and ramp up the
self care. Keep your boundaries where you
want them to be and avoid passive aggressive
behaviour.
LIBRA—September 23rd October 22
You are a natural people person (whether you
admit it or not) and having a strong community
always makes your life flow more easily. Proceed
with caution though, a promising collaboration
could hit a rough patch or you might distance
yourself from certain difficult people.
SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21
You will need to be patient because things are a
bit hectic at the moment and may not go your
way. Go back and rethink your plans, tweak
projects you are working on and find better
methods to make them work. It will feel like it
is impossible to make progress but don’t give
up.
SAGITARIUS—November 22 to December 21
You will hear news that you don’t expect. You
will be doing a lot of negotiating and it would
be wise not to sign anything right now as big
changes are coming. One of these changes may
be about your love life and you may change
your mind about the person in your life.
CAPRICORN—December 22 to January 19
Right now is a time for you when you will be in
harmony and showered with luck. Friendships
and relationships will meet your hopes and
wishes and there is short, quick travel on the
cards. Watch out for unexpected expenses.
AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18
You need to take very good care of yourself as
you are working too hard and you may not be
getting enough sleep. Someone you trust is
feeling jealous of your success and will try to
undermine you. Don’t be paranoid, just keep
your eyes open.
PISCES—February 19—March 20
Now isn’t the right time to start a new venture,
you would be more successful to re-examine,
revisit or redo what you’ve been working on,
which may be business or relationships. Your
success will be displayed in publishing or
broadcasting.

Public Notices
St John Ambulance Sub Centre Merredin AGM
Tuesday 18th September 2018. 7pm at the Sub Centre, 7
Queen Street. All Welcome, any questions please
contact Gemma 0438 814 339.

Positions Vacant
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Hockey

EDHA Hockey

Merredin Junior Hockey

Round 11

Round 9

Round 11

Men

By ANJOEEN WELLS

By ANJOEEN WELLS

Kellerberrin v. Bruce Rock (no scores provided)

On the 23rd June, Round 9 saw Burracoppin
compete against Merredin in the third Derby in the
fixture. This was a great attacking game for
Merredin and the final score reflected this.
Burracoppin put up a great fight but Merredin were
just too strong on the day. A special mention goes
to Alexis Kermode for stepping into the goalie gear
last minute for the team. The final score was 4-0.

This week saw Bruce Rock come to the Merredin
turf for a blustery day of hockey. After another
hard fought game, as they always are against Bruce
Rock, the final score was 3-0 to Bruce Rock.

Merredin (2) d. Narembeen (0)
Women
Bruce Rock (6) d. Merredin (0)
Burracoppin (2) d. Narembeen (0)

Goal scorers: Connor Wells 3, Josh Lane 1. Award
winners: Alexis Kermode, Connor Wells.

B Grade
Bruce Rock (4) d. Merredin (1)

Round 10

Burracoppin (2) d. Narembeen (0)
Junior

By DEMMIELLE BELL-HASTIE

Bruce Rock (3) d. Merredin (0)

For Round 10 on the 30th of June, Merredin once
again travelled to Bruce Rock for another warm
but windy day. Due to a number of children away
on holidays we borrowed two players from the
Bruce Rock team and two players from a team
down South and would therefore like to thank
Sasha Measman, Brianna Guest and Sophia and
Lochlan Caffin for stepping up to do this for us.
Merredin fought hard to draw with Bruce Rock in a
3-3 game.

Narembeen (2) d. Burracoppin (0)

Women
As at 15th July

Wins

Losses Draws Points

Bruce Rock

8

2

1

25

Burracoppin

7

0

4

25

Merredin

2

8

1

7

Narembeen

0

7

4

4

Goal scorers for Merredin:
Wells, Sophia Caffin.

Award winners this week were Munashe
Munamati and Alannah-Rose Taylor who was a
powerful force to be reckoned with in the back
line. A special award was given out this week by
coach Amanda Lockyer. The kids have skill
training every Monday afternoon a specific skill
has been lacking during games, a stick spin.
Congratulations to Connor Wells who used his
stick to spin and take the ball away from an
opponent and earned himself a bag of lollies.

Josh Lane, Connor

Award winners: Lochlan Caffin, Joanna Smith.

B Grade
As at 15th July

Wins

Losses Draws Points

Burracoppin

8

1

2

26

Bruce Rock

8

1

2

26

Narembeen

2

7

2

8

Merredin

0

9

2

2

Round 11 award winners, Munashe Munamati, AlannahRose Taylor and Connor Wells

Junior
As at 15th July

Wins

Losses Draws Points

Narembeen

10

0

1

31

Bruce Rock

5

4

2

17

Merredin

3

5

3

12

Burracoppin

1

10

0

3

Round 10 award winner Joanna Smith

Central Wheatbelt
Ladies Hockey
Mukinbudin (2) d. Koorda (3)
Best

Mukinbudin: Sina Gringer, Romina Nicoletti.
Koorda: Tracey McMiles, Melina Turriff.
Bencubbin (7) d. Towns (0)
Best
Bencubbin: Beck Watson, Meg Wyatt, Sian
Pladdy, Sam Miles.
Towns: Chloe Dayman, Shannon Clarke.

Round 10 award winner Lachlan Caffin
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BEAUTICIAN

CABINET MAKER

CARPENTER

EARTH MOVING

FLORIST

GLASS SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL

PLUMBER

ROOF MAINTENANCE

WASTE MANAGEMENT

YOUR TRADE
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Golf

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT

Merredin Golf Club
By TREVOR WATERHOUSE
The winner of the club day Stableford competition
held on Saturday the 7th of July was Darren
O’Neill with 33 points from Warren Crook with
30 points and Lionel Price with 25 points.

On this same weekend a tournament was held at
Southern Cross Golf Club and Rob Gearing won
the gross and Graham Motzel was the Veterans
Winner.

HAIRDRESSER

The second round of the club championships was
held on Saturday the 14th of July for the Macro
Fertilizers Trophy and the nett winner for the day
was Alex Manning with 67 nett from Peter
Gerrand with 70 nett and Lyndsay Barker with 74
nett. The gross winner with 71 was Rob Gearing
from Matt Jacobson with 75 and Graham Motzel
with 81. Next Years Winner was Nino Caporaso.

The novelties for the day were Nearest the Pin on
hole number 2 was Jim Campbell, Nearest Third
on hole number 3 Lyndsay Barker, Longest Drive
on hole number 6 Rob Gearing, Nearest the Pin on
hole number 8 Rob Broomhall, Nearest Second
Shot on hole number 9 Graham Motzel, Long
Drive on hole number 10 Matt Jacobson, Nearest
Second Shot number 11 Rob Gearing, Nearest
Second Shot hole number 12 Peter Gerrand,
Nearest Second Shot hole number 15 Rob Gearing
and the Longest Putt on hole number 18 Alex
Manning.
After the second round of the championships the
gross leader is Rob Gearing with 151 from Matt
Jacobson on 158, Graham Motzel on 160 and
Lyndsay Barker on 163. The nett leader is Alex
Manning on 140 from Graham Motzel on 141,
Lyndsay Barker and Rob Gearing on 142 and
Peter Gerrand on 143.
The fixture for Saturday the 21st of July is the
Statewide Oils Trophy and Sunday the 22nd of July
is the Nokanning Cup at the Nokanning Golf Club.
The third round of the Club Championships will
be held on the 28th of July for the Gowers Glazing
Trophy and on Sunday the 29th July is the
Nungarin Masters at the Nungarin Golf Club.

Netball
PLUMBER

Gross winner, Rob Gearing

Central Wheatbelt
Netball
Round 12
Bencubbin (36) d. Nungarin (23)
Best
Bencubbin: Meg Wyatt, Loren Northover
Nungarin: Lisa O’Neill, Chance Manihera
Mukinbudin (37) d. Koorda (43)
Best

Mukinbudin: Shannon Poutney, Whole Team
Koorda : Amber Cooke, Jo McNee
Nett winner, Alex Manning

Kalannie (31) d. Beacon (32)
Best
Kalannie: Mel Nixon, Gabrielle Severin
Beacon: Tamara Gibson, Krista Lancaster
As at 15th Games
July 2018
Played

Third gross winner, Graham Motzel

Wins

Losses Points

Bencubbin

12

11

1

44

Mukinbudin

12

8

4

32

Koorda

11

7

4

28

Nungarin

12

6

6

24

Beacon

12

2

10

8

Kalannie

11

1

10

4
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Football

Burra vs Hyden/Karlgarin—
Round 10
By GERARD BROWN
Coming off the countryweek bye the
weekend saw the Burra sides making
our longest road trip out to Hyden to
take on the Saints.
With reserves Coach Kim Lane
unavailable it was left to his assistant
Matthew Southall along with Scott
Cooper to take over the magnets and
scratch a team together. The long
commutes always make numbers a bit
difficult, but fortunately the school
holidays helped boost numbers.
Unluckily for us, we came up against
a Hyden ressies side that was
celebrating the 300th game of one of
their stalwarts. As a result they had a
few old boys pulling on the boots for a
cameo, which combined with their
own schoolkids saw them field a very
strong side.
Riding high on the emotion of their
milestone the Hyden team exploded
out of the blocks in an impressive
display to take a close to 50point lead
into quarter time. The Burra side

EDFL Results Round 10
Reserves

Southern Cross 30.27 (207) d. Corrigin
1.4 (10)

Corrigin 7.11 (53) d. Southern Cross
5.8 (38)

Hyden/Karlgarin 19.13
Burracoppin 7.7 (49)

(127)

d.

Hyden/Karlgarin 14.11
Burracoppin 8.7 (55)

(95)

d.

Kulin/Kondinin
8.15
Narembeen 8.11 (59)

(63)

d.

Kulin/Kondinin
13.14
Narembeen 2.1 (13)

(92)

d.

Nukarni 15.7 (97) d. Bruce Rock 0.3
(3)

League Ladder
As at 15th July 2018

Games

Wins

Losses

Points

By KIP STAPELY
The Nukarni boys played a home
game against Bruce Rock on Sunday
the 15th July.
League
Nukarni 7.8 (50) d. Bruce Rock 6.6
(42)
Goals: M. Harrod 3, P. Gray 2, D.
McCormack 2.
Best: D. Gare, D. Giles, A. Hewett,
M. Harrod, D. McCormack.
Reserves
Nukarni 15.7 (97) d. Bruce Rock 0.3

Bruce Rock

10

9

1

36

Kulin/Kondinin

10

8

2

32

Nukarni

10

7

3

28

Southern Cross

10

6

4
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By GERARD BROWN

Narembeen

10

3

7

12

Corrigin

10

3

7

12

Hyden/Karlgarin

10

3

7

12

Burracoppin

10

1

9

4

Once again it is that time of year
where we are due to head out to the
spiritual home of Burra football.
After playing this annual fixture
against Hyden in recent hitouts, the
ante has been upped this year with the
game to be a derby against local
rivals Nukarni. The demons are in red
hot form and will go in as firm
favourites for both clashes, but in
front of the hometown crowd
anything is possible for the Burra
boys.

Reserves Ladder
As at 15th July 2018
Nukarni

Games

Wins

Losses

Points

9

8

1

36

10

9

1

36

9

7

2

32

Corrigin

10

5

5

20

Narembeen

10

4

6

16

Southern Cross

10

2

8

8

Burracoppin

9

1

8

8

Hyden/Karlgarin

7

1

6

4

Kulin/Kondinin
Bruce Rock

Seasoned hands Josh Lindley and
Kyran Starcevich were once again in
the best along with Tom Settineri,
Will Day and Stacy Price. The final
score was Hyden 95 to Burra 55.
In the league game it turned out to be
a similar story with a strong first
quarter
from
Hyden basically
wrapping the game up early. As with
the reserves, while we were
competitive the rest of the game, it
was too little too late. It was good to
see the boys fight it out but once again
we were left rueing one quarter of
poor footy.
Matthew Southall played a cracking
game in the ruck and relished the
smaller ground to be amongst
everything all day. Ben Allen and
Lucas Spithoven both played good
games along with Co-Captain Severin
Kerse. The final score was Hyden 127
to Burra 49.

Nukarni vs Bruce Rock

League

Nukarni 7.8 (50) d. Bruce Rock 6.6
(42)

collected themselves to just win the
rest of the day but by then the damage
had been done.

(3)
Goals: B. Wegner 4, M. Hayden 3,
D. Dixon 2, J. Musca 2, D. Hayden
1, K. Beilken 1, F. Silver 1, H. Shaw
1.
Best: C. Shaw, S. Wilson, B.
Wegner, D. Hayden, H. Shaw.
On the first weekend in July, two
Nukarni players played in the
Landmark Carnival in Perth. Well
done to David Gare and Cal Crook
for a good weekend of football. Also
well done to David Gare for winning
the fairest and best in the grand final.

Back to Burra—28th July

After his victorious appearance last
year, rumours are swirling as to
whether or not World Champion
boxer and jungle celebrity Danny
Green will be pulling on the boots
again as a mature age recruit. I
contacted Burra President Ian
Downsborough for comment but he
could neither confirm nor deny.

One way or another it is sure to be a
great day out at the Burra ground.
After some recent much needed rain,
the oval is looking a treat and is ready
for action. The hall itself is also in its
best shape for many years after a bit
of freshen up work done over the last
couple of years.
The gate opens at 11am so get in
early to get a good spot to watch the
reserves before the league sides battle
it out for the Antonio family shield.
There will be full bar service (cash
only) and entertainment provided so it
is sure to be a great day and night out
for all. Bring your $$$ and get
yourself a horse in the Burra Cup
which is always an exciting event.
There will also be a bus running for
those that need a lift back to
Merredin. Hope to see you there!
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Football

Muka Rams fight the Koorda Kangas
By M PATERSON
In a tight tussle for second position
on the ladder and two chances come
finals time, the Koorda Kangas hung
on to win a nail biter by 11 points in
Mukinbudin on Saturday 14th July.
After a slow start the Muka Rams
clawed their way back into the
contest from a 4 goal deficit at half
time. With only a few minutes left
on the clock, Muka took the lead
before a highly controversial, but
unsurprising goal umpiring decision
cost the Rams a chance at victory.

Gerard Shadbolt returned from
injury to be Best on Ground for
Muka,
while
Blake
Smith
maintained his consistency with the
2nd Best. Forward Tim Sippe
collected the Play of the Day, and
the Coaches Award was won Jared
Beagley for his forward tackling and
pressure. Sonny King, Aubrey
Jacobs, Hayden Sprigg and Liam
Shadbolt were all solid contributors
for the Rams. Muka are back in
action against the league leaders
Bencubbin this weekend.

Koorda Kangas 13.2 (80)
Mukinbudin Rams 10.9 (69)

d.

Goals: Gerard Shadbolt 2, Tim
Sippe 2, Aubrey Jacobs 2, Blake
Smith 1, Jared Beagley 1, Ryan
Neilson 1, Zeke Stewart 1.
Best Players: Gerard Shadbolt,
Blake Smith, Liam Shadbolt,
Aubrey Jacobs, Hayden Sprigg, Tim
Sippe.
Aubrey Jacobs get a hand pass away.
Image courtesy of Pedro Sippe

CWFL Round 12
Bencubbin d. Nungarin & Towns
by forfeit

Koorda 13.2 (80) d. Mukinbudin
10.9 (69)

Beacon 9.8 (62) d. Kalannie 5.8
(38)

Best

Best
Beacon: Adam Read, Jarrod Kelly,
Benjamin Kirby, Daniel Miguel,
Joshua Clarke.
Kalannie: Jake Kemsley, Kevin
Chitty, Michael Davies, Cohen
Chapman, Reuben Cail, Michael
Biagioni.
As at 15th July 2018

Games

Koorda: Rowan Fleeton, Beau
Harich, Chadd Green, Robert Rout,
Reece Boyne, Ryan Greaves.
Mukinbudin: Gerard Shadbolt,
Blake Smith, Liam Shadbolt,
Aubrey Jacobs, Hayden Sprigg,
Tim Sippe.
Gerard Shadbolt, Best on Ground for the
Rams. Image courtesy of Pedro Sippe

Wins

Losses

Points

Bencubbin

10

7

2

38

Koorda

11

8

3

36

Mukinbudin

12

7

4

30

Kalannie

12

5

7

20

Beacon

10

3

7

20

7

0

7

0

Nungarin & Towns

Lawn Bowls

Civic Bowling Club
By MARGARET JOHNSTON
The Winter Scroungers are still
proving to be popular with the
Bowlers, and with the weather
remaining fine, there has been
some good Bowls being played.
On the 24th of June, the overall
winner was Bill Richardson, the
rink winners were Bill Madigan,
Darren Postans, Jo Potter, David
Haines, Ada Pocock, Steve
Gregory and the chocy winner was
Ron Thomas.
On July 1st the overall winner was
Bill Madigan, the rink winners
were Alan Dewar, Matt France
and Wendy Postans and the chocy
winner was Jenny Wolfenden.

On July the 8th the overall winner
was Bill Richardson, the rink
winners were Kevin Adrian, Suzy
Fitzgerald, Darren Postans, Lou de
Leuw and Margaret Johnston and
the chocy winner was John
Anderson.
On July 15th the overall winner
was Bill Madigan, the rink winners
were
Bill Richardson, John
Gearing, Darren Postans and Alan
Dewar and the chocy winner was
Maurice Lane.
Some of the Bowlers are building
up big handicaps. Scroungers are
held on Sunday afternoons at the
Rec Centre and names need to be
in by 1:30pm. Everyone is
welcome.

Sonny King in action. Image courtesy of
Pedro Sippe
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EDFL at the 2018 Landmark Country Football Championships

Narembeen’s Mitch Miolini.
Image courtesy of William ‘Spud’
Tacey

EDFL celebrating their victory with the Premiership Shield. Image
courtesy of William ‘Spud’ Tacey

By WILLIAM
TACEY

‘SPUD’

On Friday the 6th July the
Eastern Districts Football
League
competed
in
Division Three at the 2018
Landmark Country Football
Championships.
For the
first game they played
against Central Wheatbelt.
It started slowly, but as the
team got to gel together,
they eventually came out
easy winners. Game two of
the day was against GSFL
(Great Southern Football
League), in this game the
boys fought very hard and
came from behind to snatch
a close game.

On Saturday the 7th of July,
EDFL’s first game of the
day was
against the
Regional A Side. This team
consisted of players from
throughout the state whose
League
or
Association
weren’t able to field a team
for the championships, but
who wished to still take part.
This game proved to be a
difficult game as the
Regional team played very
good football and eventually
defeated EDFL. This left
EDFL needing another win
plus percentage to be
eligible for the Grand Final.
The EDFL followers need
not have worried though as
the boys played really well

Southern Cross’s Jesse Kirwen.
Image courtesy of William ‘Spud’
Tacey

and had their best game
where they scored over 100
points in games that
consisted of two 20 minutes
halves with time on.
After this win, the boys
knew that they had made the
Grand Final and that meant
they would be up against
GSFL again on Sunday the
8th July. The Grand Final
consisted of four quarters of
20 minutes with time on.
The boys got off to a great
start with a five goal quarter

Bruce Rock’s Cody Nelson. Image
courtesy of William ‘Spud’ Tacey

to one goal with all players
playing well and whatever
GSFL threw at them, they
just kept on answering with
more goals. Even though
this win was a team effort,
the umpires in the Grand
Final awarded Nukarni’s
electrifying Dave Gare the
Best on Ground medal.

Nukarni’s Dave Gare receiving his
Best on Ground in the Grand
Final. Image courtesy of William
‘Spud’ Tacey

EDFL Best Players for the
Championships
were:
Narembeen's Mitch Miolini,
Corrigin’s James Culleton,
Nukarni’s Dave Gare, Bruce
Rock’s Josh Nelson, Aiden

Anthony, Cody Nelson and
Johnson Taylor, Corrigin’s
Sam
Price,
Hyden
Karlgarin’s Alex James and
Kulin/Kondinin’s Damien
Brandis.

