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Merredin Police Team up with Local Youth in
Demolition Derby
By SENIOR CONSTABLE BEN
FERRIS
The Merredin Police community
youth engagement project came to
fruition at the Kellerberrin Speedway
on Saturday August 18th. After six
weeks of partnership and preparation
with selected students from the
Merredin College we had two
fantastic looking cars ready to take
on the ‘Demolition Derby’. Our cars
were among the best presented and
passed all the essential safety checks
with flying colours. The two cars
were painted by the students in a
‘zombie apocalypse’ theme and were
finished off with a few tweaks by the
local Police.
Most of the student participants
attended the big event, and all
enjoyed their first speedway and
demolition derby experience, along
with a huge supportive crowd.
Deputy Principal Mr Jarrad Ritchie
and Senior Constable Ben Ferris took
on 11 other crazy drivers in the
demolition derby race. The derby
was raced around a small, wet oval
track superbly prepared by the
Kellerberrin Speedway Club.
Both of our cars were involved in
handing out plenty of hits, but
unfortunately Mr Ritchie’s car

succumbed to mechanical issues
early in the race and the car was
unable to be restarted.
Senior Constable Ferris’ race lasted a
bit longer before a battery issue
caused his car to go up in smoke,
literally! He somehow managed to
restart the car, but was unfortunately
disqualified after sitting still for too
long. Both drivers had a great time,
suffered no injuries and are very keen
to get behind the wheel again next
year!
All in all, it was an awesome day and
experience
for
all
involved,
especially the students who were able
to see their hard work and effort pay
off. The speedway are already in
planning for a bigger and better event
again next year.
We would like to again thank those
involved in collective community
project including the Shire of
Merredin, Eastern Districts Panel
Beaters, Hobbs Engineering, Two
Dogs Hardware, those who assisted
in transporting the cars and all the
participants from Merredin College.
We look forward to building on the
relationships formed throughout this
project, engaging further students and
preparing more cars in a similar
venture next year.

Both cars ‘ready to rumble’

After: looking a little worse for wear
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
UPCOMING EVENTS
Every Saturday & Sunday

Senior Centre. 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Further
information Langley Smith 0409 106 649.

Tammin Markets—Puma Roadhouse, Tammin,
9am—1pm—Call Graeme Button 9637 1098.

All Saints Anglican Church—Cnr Haig Rd and
South Ave. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 10am, 2nd &
4th Sundays 11.30am. Rev’d Brett Guthrie
0427 605 331.

Thursday 13th September
A Choired Taste & The Silver Threads Band
Dinner Show. Tickets available from the
Merredin
Visitor
Centre
or
www.trybooking.com

Campfire Country, Muntadgin Hall, 7.30pm.
Call 0429 109 334 for more info.
September 10th—22nd
Ravensthorpe Wildflower Show. Call 9835 7034
for more info.
Saturday September 15th
“The Portal” and “Dance Battle”, Cummins
Theatre 4pm—6pm. Tickets available at the
Visitors Centre or www.cuuminstheatre.com.au
REGULAR EVENTS
0—4 Amity Health Playgroup—Playgroup for
0—4 year olds. Contact Emma Fitzsimons on
9041 0962 or efitzsimons@amityhealth.com.au
A Choired Taste – All levels welcome and all
tastes catered for. Monday evening at the

Bootscooting—Monday nights, 7.30pm until
9.30pm at the Masonic Lodge in Coronation St.
First night is free. Beginners to advanced. Call
Anjoeen on 9041 3005 or see Sue at the
Chemist or Lyn at the Post Office.
Church of Christ—Throssell Road, 10am Sunday
Worship
and
Sunday
School
Ph
0408 484 711.
Men’s Shed—Thursday 2—5pm, call Dennis on
0411 984 123 for more info.
Merredin Camera Club—
Email Daina for
more info at dainasutherland@bigpond.com.
Merredin Churches Fraternal—Meet on the
fourth Wednesday of the Month at 10am at the
Uniting Church. PO Box 463, Merredin,
Malcolm Clark 9041 5215.
Merredin Community Resource Centre—
meetings held second Tuesday of the month
5.30pm at the CRC. All Welcome.
Merredin Museum & Historical Society—
Meetings first Wednesday of the month

5.00pm at Railway Museum. All Welcome.
Merredin Rifle Club—Sundays 8.30. Call Steve
for more info on 0428 412 213.
Merredin United in Prayer—27th September,
Church of Christ. Meet at the church from 7pm.
Moorditj Mia Services—19th September,
Seventh Day Adventist Church. Meet in in the
common room from 2.15pm.
People’s Baptist Church—Kellerberrin, 10am
Sunday Worship, Ph 0435 284 796.
Playgroup—Every Wednesday at 9.00—11.30
during the school term at Throssell Road,
opposite the pool. Contact Carissa Amm on
0433 340 441.
Red Hat Lunch—Last Sunday of each month, 12
noon, Shed Restaurant unless otherwise
advised, contact Julie Townrow 0429 411 377
or email julietownrow@westnet.com.au
Revolution Youth—Church of Christ, Throssell
Road, Fridays 7pm – 9.30pm (School terms),
Emma Aitken 0487 351 167.
Senior’s Centre—Craft group Wednesday
mornings 9.30—11.30, bring your own crafts,
learn a new craft or just come for a chat. Friday
mornings 10am Carpet Bowls new and old
players welcome.

morning 10.00—11.30am
Centre. Free. All welcome.

at

the

Senior’s

Senior’s Gentle Gym—Tuesdays 2.00—3.00pm
at the Senior’s Centre. Afternoon tea to follow.
Free.
Seventh-day Adventist Church—Kitchener
Road, 11am Saturday Family Worship, 9.30am
Saturday Bible Study. Ph 0457 423 060 or
9045 3056.

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kellerberrin—
8:00am every Sunday. Father Andrew Bowron
Ph 9041 1118.
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Merredin—South
Avenue, Sundays 10.30am. Saturday evenings
6.30pm. Father Andrew
Bowron, Ph
9041 1118.
Story-time—Every Tuesday at 10.30am at the
Merredin Library, for children up to 5 years old.
Tales of the Past—All welcome to tell their
stories or just listen. Mondays 10.00am—
11.30am, starting with morning tea. Senior’s
Centre. $1.
Uniting Church—Fifth Street, 9am Sunday
Service, Ph 0457 329 850.

Senior’s Centre Morning Tea—Every Thursday

SPIKE SAYS
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What do you think about your town?
Kiah Palmer—Thumbs up for
the Burracoppin Daffodil Day.
It’s always a lovely day out and
a great cause to boot. Well
done to the organisers and the
greater community for
supporting it including all the
sponsors for the raffle.
Ashely Boardman—Thumbs up
for the CRC’s keeping their
funding!
Jo Anderson—Thumbs up for
the Merredin Net set Go teams
for wining a competition that
means our little netball stars
got to be on court at the netball
finals in Perth!
Skye King—Thumbs down to
the smokers that just dump
their cigarette butts on the foot
pathway out the front of the
shops for little kids to pick up
and place in their mouths.
Miranda Wallace—Thumbs up
to the Merredin Police.
You’ve done some great
projects with the kids lately
and you’re making your
presence felt around town.

Emma Miolini
(Narembeen)
Such a close
community,
people coming
together,
whatever the
hard times and
also celebrate
the good times.
Always
supportive.

Graham Mills
(Narembeen)
The people of
Narembeen are
great. Very
friendly and
supportive of
our IGA. They
love their sports
and are very
social. It’s just
a great place to
live.

Kaytlyn
Brownley
(Bruce Rock)
A great
community to
be a part of.
Everyone
supports one
another and
helps out when
needed. A
great place to
live.

Barb Worrell
(Narembeen)
Such a lovely
little town. I
came for a visit,
got a job and
now do not
want to ever
leave.
Everybody goes
out of their way
to help
everyone else.
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True Blue Dreaming at Bruce Rock
By SUE CHIERA
It was a big day for Bruce Rock District High School
last week, when Federal Member for Durack, Melissa
Price, launched the Bruce Rock True Blue Dreaming
Mentoring Programme Evaluation.
The project aims to support and strengthen young
lives throughout regional Australia and was the
initiative of the Bruce Rock District High School
Parents and Citizens Association.

“The outstandingly positive outcomes identified in
the evaluation of the Bruce Rock P&C True Blue
Dreaming Mentoring program, are the result of
initiatives, actions and the underlying support of a
number of committed organisations and individuals,
who have contributed to making a positive difference
for young people in Bruce Rock,” said P&C Chair,
Ms Melody Paxman.

“We thank Melissa Price for her support of this
programme.
“Regional Development Australia (RDA) Wheatbelt
Inc is also acknowledged as having provided strong
support and advice with the Research, Evaluation
Project Support Officer, Mr Chris Evans the author of
the report,” said Ms Paxman.

The Federal Government fully funded the evaluation
of the programme with a commitment of $16,500
through the Building Better Regions Fund.
Launching the programme on 10th August, Ms Price
said from its beginning in 2011, the programme had
evolved into a very successful model, as this positive
evaluation suggests.
The evaluation aims to refine the program by
identifying its key success factors and comparing
them to those of successful international mentoring
programs.
“It really is a great student mentoring programme and
we want to continue that refinement and see it move
into other regional schools to make sure all students
continue to thrive,” said Ms Price.
“I believe it has resulted in the development of a
mentoring culture in the school, which is
commendable.
“Well done to Bruce Rock District High School for
your ongoing commitment to the True Blue Dreaming
mentoring programme.
“I’m so proud that the Federal Government was able
to provide funds to have the programme evaluated,
which is making a big difference to these regional
students,” Ms Price said.
Participants of the student mentoring program “Bruce Rock True Blue Dreaming”

4

THE PHOENIX Friday, August 31st, 2018

21st & 22nd August 2018
Bradley Crombie was found guilty
of exceeding 0.08g alcohol per
100ml of blood, had his licence
suspended for 9 months, was fined
$750 and was ordered to pay costs
of $205.30.

Austin Doig plead guilty to failing
to comply with a requirement to
provide oral fluid or blood sample
for testing or analysis, was fined
$500, ordered to pay costs of
$190.85 and had his licence
suspended for 6 months.
Sherrilee Garlett was convicted of
having no authority to drive—
cancelled, was fined $1200, ordered
to pay costs of $205.30 and had her
licence suspended for a further 9
months, she was convicted of using
an unlicensed vehicle on a road, was
fined $100 and ordered to pay a half
annual licence fee of $203.96 and
she was convicted of causing a
vehicle to be driven contrary to a
defect notice and was fined $600.
Kris Gobbart was found guilty of
driving contrary to the conditions of
an extraordinary licence, was fined
$450 and ordered to pay costs of
$205.30.
Kelly Groves was found guilty to
having no authority to drive—
suspended
(other
than
fines
suspension), was fined $1300,
ordered to pay costs of $205.30 and
had her licence suspended for 9
months, she was found guilty of
dangerous driving, was fined $850
and ordered to pay costs of $98.50
and was also found guilty of
obstructing public officers and fined
$600.

Court Report

comply with the requirements
made by a member of the police
force, was fined $300, ordered to
pay costs of $205.30 and had his
licence suspended for 3 months, he
also plead guilty to failing to give
notification of a change of
personal details and was fined
$150.
Tahleisha Kickett was convicted of
possessing drug paraphernalia in or
on which there was a prohibited
drug or plant, was fined $150 and
was ordered to pay costs of
$205.30.
Buwantjara Lavern was convicted
of contravening a condition of a
learner’s permit, was fined $100
and ordered to pay costs of
$205.30.
Jonathon Taylor was convicted of
having no authority to drive (fines
suspended), was fined $300 and
ordered to pay costs of $205.30.
Jeffrey Thomas was found guilty
of being armed or pretending to be
armed in a way that may cause fear
and threats to injure, endanger or
harm any person and received a
fine of $800, he was also found
guilty of being a driver of a vehicle
who failed to comply with a
direction to stop (circumstance of
aggravation), reckless driving to
escape pursuit by police, two
counts of stealing a motor vehicle,
possession of stolen or unlawfully
obtained property, aggravated
home burglary and commit,
stealing and gains benefit by fraud
and received an imprisonment
order for 1 year and 5 months.

Jacqueline Hayden was found guilty
of a breach of bail undertaking, was
fined $350 and was ordered to pay
costs of $107.50.

Celia Tumata plead guilty to
having no authority to drive (never
held), was fined $550, was ordered
to pay costs of $205.30 and had
her licence suspended for a further
10 months.

Mark Jefferys plead guilty to an
inadequate storage facility of
firearms, was fined $450 and
ordered to pay costs of $205.30

Ricky Wade plead guilty to having
no authority to drive (fines
suspended), was fined $200 and
ordered to pay costs of $205.30.

Tales of the Past
It used to be that the smaller children
began the school day telling news
and I used that method.
One little girl whom I will call Susie,
just loved to tell news. She would
stand at the front of the class and say,
“Good morning everyone. I have
some news for you. Yesterday when
I got home Mum said ‘Please bring
in some chips of wood so that I can
light the fire in the morning,’ (these
were the days of Metter’s Wood
burning stoves, no gas, no
electricity). Susie ALWAYS began

this way and continued, “when Mum
said that I said NO. Anyway when I
had got in the chips I was allowed to
play with our new puppies (or go
mushrooming, or play ball or some
such thing).” She did not seem to
realise that it was Mum who called
the shots no matter how many times
she said, “NO”!
When I went to teach at Esperance I
met up with Susie who was married
and had her own family. We laughed
together about her daily trial at
testing her will against her mother’s.

Merredin Fine Arts Society
show thanks to Railway
Museum Committee
By DEBBIE MORRIS
For the past 40 years the Merredin
Fine Arts Society called the Railway
Museum HOME. These were the
words Anne Sutherland used at the
morning tea on Thursday 23 August
in the Arts Society’s new home –
the old Merredin Library, to thank
the Railway Museum Committee for
the great partnership over the years.
Some of the original members of the
Fine Arts Society at the morning tea
were Anne Sutherland, Nell Crees,
Rosemary Lambert, Jo Millington
and Val Curtis used the term
“Going home to paint each
Thursday morning” at the Railway
Museum.
The new venue is much larger and
brighter and looks like it will be a
great place to have exhibitions.

Anne Sutherland speaking on behalf of
Fine Arts Society

Society to use the Museum for any
future exhibitions should they wish
to.
Debbie also commented as the CRC
that they were excited to have the
Fine Arts Society as neighbours and
look forward to opportunities to
work together.

Debbie Morris, on behalf of the
Railway
Museum
Committee,
thanked Anne for her kind words
and commented that it had been a
great partnership between the two
groups and the Railway Museum
Committee would welcome the Art

Jason Kezic plead guilty to failing to
Merredin Railway Museum Volunteers,
Jim Lambert, Max Law, Bill Beer and
Lance Fleay

Merredin Railway Museum Volunteer
and Fine Arts Society Member Rosemary
Lambert and Debbie Morris, Merredin
Railway Museum Committee Member

Merredin Railway Museum Committee
Members, Sandy Fleay and Jan Whisson

Letter to the Editor
Long Tan Day in Merredin
What is a Veteran? A “Veteran” –
whether active duty, discharged,
retired, or reserve – is someone who,
at one point in his/her life, wrote a
blank cheque made payable to
“Australia” for an amount of up to
and
including
his/her
life!
(Unknown)
That is honour. There are way too
many people in this country and this
town today, who no longer
understand this fact.
The Vietnam war was a very long
war – 10 years in fact 1962 -1972,
From the time of the arrival of the
first members of our team in 1962
almost 60,000 Australians, including
ground troops and air force and navy
personnel, served in Vietnam; 521
died as a result of the war and over
3,000 were wounded.
Three members of the Merredin
Men’s Shed were present, two were
veterans.
However
not
one
administrative control or service
organisation in our town attended in
any official capacity for our Long
Tan Commemorative Service in
Merredin, the Merredin Shire
Council, service agencies such as,
Fire, Police, Ambulance, not one

religious organisation or school, not
one sporting club. There was one
councillor in attendance though not
as an official.
Our town service, our act of
honouring the memory of this event
was reduced to a single veteran of
the Long Tan Battle, who led 12
people, with four very smartly
dressed and presented Army Cadets
(no leaders) in the Lord’s Prayer,
reciting The Ode, singing the
National Anthems of Australia and
NZ and playing the Last Post and
Reveille on a portable boom box!
For me it was a very moving moment
as well as a disappointing and sad
affair.

And before you say, oh we never
knew it was on! ANZAC Day is the
25th April, Armistice Day is the 11th
November, Christmas Day is the
25th December and Long Tan Day is
the 18th August. All well-known and
learned Cultural Heritage.
Let’s hope this town has a change of
attitude before next year.
Langley Smith
Merredin

The ‘Letter to the Editor’ section of the Phoenix is a place for the community to express
their views and opinions on issues that directly or indirectly affect any part of it. We
typically print every letter sent to us. However, the Editor would like to remind the
community that the ‘Letters to the Editor’ section is not a vehicle for people to air personal
gripes against another person/persons. The Phoenix reserves the right to refuse any
contribution on the basis of ethics, which includes, but is not limited to, personal vendettas
or attacks. Please be aware that we do not ‘fact check’ ‘Letters to the Editor’ and therefore
cannot guarantee the contents authenticity.

My Thoughts
Innovation 6415
There's innovation all around you out
here in Merredin.
Innovate [in-uh-veyt] : to introduce
something new; make changes in
anything established.
The fashion industry is always
desperate to innovate.
So if someone said they were
"Innovating the Wheatbelt", for
instance, you would expect to see
them regularly coming up with
brilliant new ideas for the Wheatbelt,
or making positive changes to things
in the Wheatbelt. Or at least trying a
bunch of things out.
Do you know anyone like that?

Neither do I.
I think the issue we have is that we
foolishly assume that innovation is a
good thing, don't we? So a new rates
notice is, technically, an innovation,
because it is an improvement on the
old rates notice, just not for you
personally.

Ben
Davis
Having
a
playground
with
dangerous/old equipment can be
innovated by adding fences around it
so kids can't play on it (and I've
actually been told by a councillor
that there's a new playground just
down the road in Kellerberrin, just
take the kids down there. I think he
was drumming up support for the
local petrol station, which is an
innovative
SHOP
LOCAL
suggestion).
They've innovated the REC Centre,
the DCEO, the Manager at the
Cummins Theatre, plenty of office
staff, even a couple of Councillors.
Where is all this innovation coming
from? They must have a fount of
innovation from which they are
getting their ideas.
Maybe it's time to turn it off? Or get
a new one.
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Library Musings

By WENDY PORTER Merredin
Librarian
It seems in this day and age that
more and more people are writing
stories and self-publishing – or at
least trying to self-publish. There
are even more people out there
trying to take advantage of the lack
of knowledge of many first time
writers. ‘Self-publish your novel
made easy’ by Richard N Williams
contains straightforward advice, tips
on writing and editing your novel,
formatting for various e-book
platforms, creating eye-catching
covers, correct pricing, marketing
techniques, distribution and legal and
financial issues.
The book has
information for beginners and those
who may have tried to self-publish
before.
Did you know that Australia has had
spies from
at least
1901?
‘Australia’s first spies’ by John
Fahey is the remarkable story of
Australia’s intelligence operations
from 1901 to 1945. From the back
cover ‘Australia was born with its
eyes wide open.
Although
politicians spoke publicly of loyalty
to Britain and the Empire, in secret
they
immediately
set
about
protecting Australia’s interests from

the Germans, the Japanese and from
Britain itself’. The book show that
Australia has always played a much
bigger part in international affairs
than much of the historical record
suggests, and offers a glimpse into
the secret history of the nation.
For over 50 years, private collector
Christer R Christensson and his
colleague Ove Johansson have
collected and restored an extensive
catalogue of the very best of
motorcycle design and technology.
‘World’s best Motorcycles: inside
the acclaimed MC Collection of
Stockholm’ by Guy Fithen and
Christer R Christensson provides
information and photographs of 22
historical and significant bikes of the
past 100 years. The motorbikes
include the Indian Board Track
Racer, Moto Guzzi Corsa, JPS
Norton Replica and, of course, the
Harley-Davidson Peashooter to name
a few.
Remember to come in and see what
else is new in the Merredin Library.
Staff are always happy to help.
Check out our catalogue at http://
library.merredin.wa.gov.au to see
what else we have – or to renew your
library books from home. Ask staff
for details.
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Six CRTAFE students receive
Collgar Wind Farm
Scholarships
By AMY CHADBOURNE
Central Regional TAFE is proud to
announce that six students from the
Merredin campus have been selected
to receive a Collgar Wind Farm
Scholarship.
Collgar Wind Farm is a $750 million
renewable power project at Merredin
in Western Australia’s central
Wheatbelt. The Collgar Wind Farm
2018 Scholarship was open to students
wanting to enrol in nationally
recognized training at CR TAFE, who
have a connection to the Shire of
Merredin
and
surrounding
communities.

Acting Managing Director Jo Payne
said Central Regional TAFE was
proud of its partnership with the
Collgar Wind Farm, who are
committed to supporting the local
community.

Stacey Kermode who will be studying
Certificate III in Education Support

“Collgar are very supportive of the
local Merredin community and
surrounding Shires providing direct
financial support to a number of local
initiatives,” Ms Payne said.
“I want to thank Collgar for choosing
to support our students for another
year and congratulate all the
successful applicants.”
The
successful
students
were
Bronwyn Morgan, Kari Ratima, Jabry
Boneham and Stacey Kermode who
are studying Certificate III in
Education Support, Sylvia Kraske
who is studying Certificate IV in
Education Support and Certificate III
in Heavy Commercial Vehicle
Mechanical Technology student Marin
Cukela.

Jabrey Boneham and Bronwyn Morgan
who will be studying Certificate III in
Education Support

Bronwyn Morgan said she was very
excited about winning the scholarship
and really appreciated the opportunity.
“I applied because it has been over 20
years since I’ve studied and I have
seven children, my circumstances
make it quite difficult to study” she
said.
Jabry Boneham said being a
successful applicant makes her feel
more confident about studying.
“I feel really good about it, I was
really excited”, she said.

Kari Ratima who will be studying
Certificate III in Education Support

Sylvia Kraske who will be studying
Certificate IV in Education Support

Marin Cukela who will be studying
Certificate III in Heavy Commercial Vehicle
Mechanical Technology
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Comings and Goings at the Cummins Theatre
By JUSTIN FREIND
So who is Justin Freind I hear you
ask? (and yes its pronounced Friend
but spelt Freind just to confuse you.)
I am the lucky guy that has taken
over as Theatre Manager from
Emma Davis.
I arrived in Merredin on Monday 20th
August and started work on Tuesday
21st. Firstly I want to thank Emma
and Ben for the wonderful things
they have done with this beautiful
grand ol’ lady. I feel very honoured
to be handed the keys to this historic
landmark and stunning theatre, and
wish them all the best for the future.
So to give you a little about me…
I grew up down south in Bridgetown
with my mother, father and brother.
We were only ‘townsfolk’ but spent
most of our time on friend’s farms.
Mum and Dad were actually born in
Northam and Mum spent a number
of years in Kellerberrin as my
grandfather was a farm manager.
I moved to Perth when I was 18 to
study
music
at
the
WA
Conservatorium of Music which was
part of the West Australian Academy
of Performing Arts (WAAPA). I
was there for 6 years training as a
classical tenor and completed a
Certificate of Music, Diploma of
Performing Arts and Bachelor of
Music (Performance). Along with
the love of opera I sing a lot of
musical theatre now days. I am also
a mad Gilbert and Sullivan fan and
have been lucky enough to perform
lead roles at the International G&S
Festival in the UK (2004 & 2005)
and had a contract as a guest
principal in Dunedin, New Zealand
(2008 & 2012).
Its been a huge change to come up to
Merredin as my wife Katherine and
our three children Matilda, Cooper
and Blake have stayed back in Perth.
At least it is only three hours to Perth
and once I settle into the role I will

be popping home sometimes and
they will head up here as well. The
whole family sing, act and dance.
Katherine and I actually met on stage
at His Majesty's Theatre in Perth
during a production of Evita.

Merredin for a joint concert with our
local Merredin choir, A Choired
Taste for a one night only
performance with guest appearances
from some of Merredin’s talented
musicians.

Come and celebrate the movie
premiere of “The Portal” and “Dance
Battle” performed by the children
who participated in the Film Making
workshops at the beginning of the
year.

I certainly feel right at home in
Merredin, not only in the theatre, but
in the community generally. It’s a
nice change to walk down the street
and have people say hello and
smile….to feel part of a community.

Movie Premiere – “The Portal”
and “Dance Battle” – Saturday
15th September 4pm-6pm

For information and ticketing go to
www.cumminstheatre.com.au or the
Central Wheatbelt Visitors Centre.

As the saying goes, you can take the
boy out of the country but you can’t
take the country out of the boy.
So if you are wandering past the
theatre please pop in and say hi.

But enough about me….more
importantly here are a few of the
upcoming events at the theatre.
A Prudent Man. Written by Katy
Warner - Sunday 9th September @
5:00pm
A well-groomed, confident-looking
man enters the room and sits on a
comfortable and expensive-looking
leather chair. A bright light shines
on him. There’s water and a glass on
a table, but that’s all. Perhaps this is
an investigation. What has he done
wrong?
What makes the Trumps, the Abbotts
and the Hansons of this world tick?
What would happen if their world
started to shift ever so slightly?
Embodying
their
slogans,
mannerisms and headlines, A
Prudent Man is an amalgamation of
recent
history's
conservative
politicians.
This award-winning darkly comedic
political thriller asks what it means
to be right... in more ways than one.
The Silver Threads Band –
Thursday 13th September @
7:30pm
The Silver Threads Band returns to

Merredin Railway Museum
looking for volunteers
The Railway Museum Committee
have worked hard over the past few
years to ensure the Museum is open
to the public seven days a week,
which has resulted in an increase in
numbers through the door.

If interested, please contact Sandy
Fleay on 0427 411 552.

However with some of the
hardworking
volunteers
either
become ill or taking a break, the
numbers have dwindled.

New Cummins Theatre Manager Justin Freind and his wife Katherine

If anyone could spare two or three
hours a week to man the office at the
Museum, that would be appreciated.
Museum curator and volunteer,
You don’t need to have any Long term
Rosemary Lambert took some of the
knowledge of the railway history,
Committee on a guided tour through the
just an interest in greeting the Museum last Saturday, not only to increase
visitors, receiving the entry fees and everyone’s level of knowledge but to use it
providing them with a guide book to to ensure the information is correct and look
follow.
at ways to improve the displays
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NAIDOC Celebrations at Merredin
College were held from the 6-10
August and have once again been
enjoyed by all.

NAIDOC Week

As well as activities in open
classrooms throughout the school,
other special events this year included
an opening and closing assembly, the
‘Because of Her, We Can’ video
presentation and afternoon tea,
activities through the week with open
classrooms, fire cooking display,
Aboriginal Dance performance and
the inaugural ‘NAIDOC CUP’
football.

Musica Viva
On 15 August the small musical
group called ‘Mukukuhan’ visited
and performed for the primary
students.

The group consisted of three men
who played music and instruments
from Indonesia and they certainly
had our students captivated.
The music of Makukuhan reflects
the experience of its members in
Australia and Indonesia and also the
rich culture of its Indonesian roots.

A huge thank you must go to Chrissie
Smith and Jeanette Hayden for all
their hard work in organising the
week as well as all the community
volunteers who contributed to the
activities, it is greatly appreciated by
both students and staff members.

of music whist having a lot of fun at
the same time.

One Big Voice

It was a wonderful opportunity to
learn about the culture of a country
that is so close to Australia.

Their repertoire features music for
percussion instruments, embracing a
variety of styles. The students were
involved in movement activities
which taught them specific concepts

Once again our Merredin College
Choir was accepted into ‘One Big
Voice’ for 2018. Students worked
hard at learning the 11 songs that
were going to be performed on the
night. ‘One Big Voice’ is a night
where last year 4000 children from
80 schools got together and sang 11
positive songs together at the Perth
Arena.
It was such a popular night that this
year there were 6000 children from
115 schools that took part, some
sang in a matinee performances
during the day.
Thank you to Lotterywest, Collgar
Wind Farm and the Merredin P&C
for helping us fund this camp.
Also thankyou to Dave Hendriks for
driving us and Mel Wahlsten, Zane
Walker and Kerrin Hardy for helping
out during the two days. We had a
brilliant time.
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Nungarin Primary School News
On Tuesday the 14th of August,
Nungarin Primary School staff and
students headed off to Trayning
Primary School for an exciting
excursion, to see the Makukuhan
performance! As part of our
Indonesian studies, students have
been busily making miniature
models of Makukuhan performers
and instruments, including drums
and gongs. The bus trip was filled
with fabulous singing of “The
Wheels of the Bus”, led by Aurora
and Mrs P!
On arrival, we had morning tea and
the students had the opportunity to
play with the Trayning children.
Several of the Trayning students said
how much fun they had with their
visitors as they actually had enough
kids to make a team for games!

Following this, we headed to the
library where we were entertained by
the Makukuhan performers with
singing, drumming and dance. It was
wonderful to see our children
interacting with the performers and
they did a great job of responding
and counting in Indonesian.
Following the performance, the
children had the opportunity to ask
questions and to have their photos
taken with the performers. Students
from Nungarin and Trayning then
thanked the group for performing for
us.
Lunch and another play outside
followed the performance and then it
was back on the bus to Nungarin. A
great day was had by all!
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St Mary’s celebrated Book Week on
Wednesday 22 August. The 2018
theme was ‘Find Your Treasure.’
The day started with a grand parade
where all the students from Kindy
to Year 6 showed their fabulous
Book Week themed costumes.

Book Week

The students then broke into multi
aged groups where they participated
in a variety of activities show casing
the CBCA short listed books for
2018.

Musica Viva
Jumps and Throws
On Monday, 21 August, we held our
Faction Jumps and Throws on the
oval at St Mary’s.
Even though the weather was not
overly fantastic, we persevered and
everyone
participated
with
enthusiasm and great sportsmanship.

On Wednesday, 15 August students
and staff thoroughly enjoyed the
Musica Viva incursion.
This year the touring group was
Makukuhan which was a mini
gamelan orchestra who brought
distinctive and stirring Indonesian
sounds to life.
The three Indonesian musicians
explored a number of styles from
Bali and Java with the focus being
on melodic percussion and rhythm.

Year 2 Assembly
This term, the Year Twos have been
learning about many different types
of poems and the special features
that each of these have. In their
assembly, they decided to share all
of their new knowledge by creating
and performing in a play called
‘Poetry Land’.

It was all about a lad called Chip
who had no clue about poetry and
asked all the rhyming superheroes
for some help.
The students loved performing in
front of St Mary’s and the residents
at the nursing home.
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Local Crop Visit
By SPIKE JONES
I took a visit to the Merredin Men’s
Shed crop recently and caught up
with President Peter McCrae, Sam
Teasdale and John Tuppen. Their
crop is coming along nicely.
Peter said “At this stage I’m very
happy how the 20 hectares is
progressing and like all farmers I’m
hoping for a kind finish and no frost
is a must”.

Sam Teasdale, Peter McCrae and John
Tuppen inspecting their crop
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Wildflowers in the Wheatbelt
By MAL HARPER

genus Grevillea.

Wildflower season is beginning in
the Wheatbelt and due to a winter
with good rainfall it promises to be
outstanding.

The Merredin branch of the
Wildflower Society has been
relocated to the old North Merredin
Primary School site which houses
the herbarium where we have a
collection of flora species of the
Merredin Shire. The Society
continues to collect and collate
species throughout the Shire.

If you wish to observe some of these
wildflowers in the next month or so,
the perfect place to go is Tamma
Parkland. This is a 23 hectare
reserve at the South end of town
bordered by O’Connor, Cohn and
Snell Streets and South Avenue. This
reserve has been set aside for passive
recreation and the Wildflower
Society has provided walk trails with
interpretive signage. The reserve is
home to 157 native flora species and
50 bird species which visit the
reserve periodically.

Other activities include maintenance
of small reserves throughout the
town and assistance with flora
surveys as well as excursions to
places of interest such as The Helena
and Aurora Range.
If you are interested in these
activities give Mal Harper a call on
0437 388 292.

Two of the flora species in the
reserve are the floral emblems of the
local branch of the Wildflower
Society and of the Shire of Merredin.
The shire emblem is V erticordia
chrysantha and the society emblem is
Grevillea paradoxa. The scientific
names of plants can be of some
interest and the paradoxa in
G.paradoxa refers to a paradox in
the classification of the species in the
Grevillea paradoxa
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Merredin Community News
CRC Staff and Committee farewell Morgann Tranter
Morgann has been working at the
Merredin CRC for just over a year
and she has made the big decision to
move to Perth to look for new
opportunities.

A morning tea was held on her last
day, Friday 24 August where
Morgann said she has enjoyed her
time at the CRC.

Morgann’s role at the CRC was
Marketing
and
Administration,
which included sourcing advertising
for
the
Phoenix
Newspaper,
marketing and promotion of the CRC
and its activities and general
administration duties.
Her role at the CRC has been a
diverse one and has included helping
Santa at the markets, being Santa’s
assistant at Gala night and modelling
at last years Senior’s Luncheon.

Morgann and friends in costume for the
Merredin Senior’s Luncheon
Morgann helping Santa at the Merredin
Markets

Great Weather for the August Markets
Around 17 stalls set up for the
Merredin Markets on Sunday 26th
August and everyone enjoyed the nice
warm sunny day. The CRC volunteers
cooked and served over 100 fresh hot
donuts and it was great to see so many
happy kids and adults.

Morgann helping Santa give out lollies at
Gala Night

Morgann on her last day. Good luck on
your next adventure Morgann!

The Fine Arts Society set up a great
stall outside their new home at the old

Merredin Library and they had lots of
people come and make some
purchases, which was a good
fundraiser for them.

Congratulations to Max Cust for
winning the ‘Father’s Day’ Raffle
which included a pair of ‘Maxx’ brand
socks, as Max said “I was meant to win
this”.
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Next generation cotton you won’t have to iron
By PAMELA TYERS
Cotton shirts that you don't need to
iron may sound like a fanciful
dream, but could be a reality thanks
to a new project being undertaken
by CSIRO, Australia's national
science agency. A team of CSIRO
scientists has started working on a
cotton with many of the properties
of synthetics, such as being
stretchy, non-creasing and even
waterproof, while retaining its
natural fibre feel.
But before you throw away your
iron, the team is first working on
better
understanding
what
determines the length, strength, and
thickness of cotton fibres. "We're
looking into the structure of cotton
cell walls and harnessing the latest
tools in synthetic biology to
develop the next generation cotton
fibre,"
CSIRO
scientist
Dr
Madeline Mitchell said.
"We've got a whole bunch of
different cotton plants growing;
some with really long thin fibres,
others like the one we call 'Shaun
the Sheep', with short, woolly
fibres." Their work will be on
display in Melbourne this week at
AgCatalyst, a showcase of CSIRO's

technologies across the agriculture
and food sectors. "Cotton often gets
a bad rap environmentally but it is a
natural, renewable fibre unlike
synthetics which are made with
petrochemicals," Dr Mitchell said.
Every time you wash synthetics like
polyester and nylon, thousands of
tiny microfibres of material are
pulled free and enter our waterways.
These are not degradable and can
build up in the food chain. When
you wash cotton, fibres are also shed
but these are biodegradable and
break down naturally in the
environment.
Through more than 30 years of
improved cotton breeding using GM
techniques, CSIRO and partners,
Cotton Seed Distributors (CSD), is
credited with reducing insecticide
use in cotton growing by 85 per cent
and cutting herbicide use by 60 per
cent. Australian cotton is also the
most water efficient in the world.
"Australia produces three times
more cotton per drop of water than
any other country," Dr Mitchell said.

As well as environmental reasons,
there is a strong commercial
imperative for improving the
versatility of cotton. "If we can
produce next generation cotton then

Cotton research team

we can take a large market share of
the synthetics industry and that's a
win not just for Australia's $2.5
billion industry but also for the
environment," Managing Director of
CSD Peter Graham said. "Australian
cotton has a reputation for being one
of the best in the world. "We need to
stay ahead of our competitors, both
in cotton but also synthetics."
In 1995 synthetics constituted about
half of the global fibre market and
by 2015 it had risen to 77 per cent.
The overall growth in the size of the
fibre industry means that while the
cotton market hadn't shrunk, it also

hadn't increased a significant
amount. "Synthetics may be cheaper
to produce and require less ironing
but people like natural fibres - they
would just prefer they didn't crease
so much or they could stretch," Dr
Mitchell said.
The next generation cotton research
is part of CSIRO's Synthetic Biology
Future Science Platform, a $13
million investment in science that
applies engineering principles to
biology. SynBio projects aim to
provide societal benefits and
opportunities for a wide range of
industries.
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Cadet Care Packages
By SHEREE LOWE
Earlier this year, members of the
Merredin Army Cadets decided that
they wanted to send care packages to
serving soldiers overseas.

one of the mothers, the cadets organised, put together and posted three
care packages.
We have received some heartwarming responses from two of them
and just wanted to share!

With a little bit of assistance from

“To the 510 Army Cadet Unit, Merredin. Your boys and girls have managed to find a
fellow Western Australian with their care package. Please accept the many thanks from
each of the CJ4 team in Bagram, Afghanistan. Your care packages make a significant
difference to the morale of not only the Australian Service Personnel, but also our
Coalition partners. Very Respectfully, CJ4, Operation Resolute Support, Bagram Airfield,
Afghanistan”
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Bowel Health – It’s Worth Giving a Shit!
By TERRY and the
Regional Men’s Health

TEAM

The bowel is an important part of our
digestive system, but what is it, and
what should we be aware of when
weighing up our overall bowel
health?
The bowel is made up of three parts:
 The small intestine is around 6
meters in length and is the
narrower (small) section of the
bowel. It absorbs the nutrients in
the food we digest.


The colon and rectum make up
the larger intestine, it is much
shorter but thicker. Its role is to
reabsorb fluid and process the
waste material.

 Finally, the rectum is where the
waste material is stored until we
go and drop a log so to speak.
What comes out and the frequency of
our bowel movement is something
else we should take note of. Our poo
or stool should be soft, sausage
shaped and should not require too
much effort to pass. The frequency
can depend on individual habits,
changes to our diet, but the main
thing to remember here is a sudden
change in your poo routine could
indicate other issues.

So, what’s not normal?
Signs of Blood: Bright or fresh signs
of blood on the toilet paper could be
a result of haemorrhoids (usually a
result of constipation or straining too
hard) or wiping too hard and
frequently can cause small cuts/tears
on the anus. Blood in the poo
(especially darker blood) could mean
bleeding further up the bowel and
should be discussed with a doctor
immediately.
Constipation: Dry or hard poo
sometimes associated with cramping
or bloating in our lower abdomen
(something we have all probably
experienced) can often be resolved
with some lifestyle changes ie.
drinking plenty of water, eating a diet
high in soluble fibre (fruit/vegies/oat
bran/lentils/beans) and an increase in
physical activity.
Diarrhoea: We have all probably had
a mean curry that has caused us to
frequent the loo, but diarrhoea is
usually caused by our intestine
becoming inflamed and irritated
affecting the reabsorption of water
from the waste material. This can be
caused from numerous factors such
as: illness/infection, food poisoning,
drinking contaminated water, ulcers,
stress and certain food intolerances.
Leakage: Accidental leakage or
incontinence can be associated with

severe diarrhoea but can also be
caused by weakness or damage to the
muscles around our bowel and anus.
Bladder and Bowel Health WA,
(previously
The
Continence
Foundation of WA) is a great
resource to get assistance, advice and
support if you are affected by
incontinence. Please find their details
at the bottom of this article.
If any of these issues are having an

effect for more than 2-3 days a visit
to the doctor is recommended. A
prominent cancer is bowel cancer
and can remain undetected until well
advanced.
Remember good bowel health and
our digestive system is often
compared to being just as important
as brain function, just at the other
end of the body. So, remember it is
worth giving a shit about!!

Use this when describing your poo to a doctor
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Watery Camera Club Meeting
By GRANT STAINER
“Water” was the theme for the
August meeting of the Merredin
Camera Club, a substance that is
quite common and hence
provided many opportunities to
take photos.

dance”. Second place went to
Caryn
Adamson’s
“Rushing
water”, and third place went to
Shay Creagh’s “Cottesloe”.

Nineteen photos filled the theme
section this month, and another
18 photos filled the open section.
The judge this month was Perth
photographer Chris de Blank.

In the club member’s open section
voting, first place went to Caryn
Adamson’s “Chasing the Sun”.
Equal second place went to Grant
Stainer’s “Blue ripples” and Renee
Manning’s
“Good
Morning
Ningaloo”. Third place went to
Daina Sutherland’s “End of the
jetty”.

In the theme section, Ms de
Blank awarded silver to Kiah
Palmer’s “Thirsty” and Karen
Slater’s “Rain dance”.

This month, we welcomed two new
photographers, Emma and Meryl,
to our club. We always enjoy
having good people join us.

Bronze was awarded to Shay
Creagh’s “Cottesloe”, Sally
Robson-Thomas’s “Reflections”,
Daina Sutherland’s “Beautiful
bay”, Grant Stainer’s “Rocky
waves”, Karen Slater’s “Power”,
and Caryn Adamson’s “Rushing
water”. No gold was awarded in
the theme section this month.

The Merredin Camera Club holds
it’s enjoyable and relaxing
meetings at the old Merredin
Library building alongside the Fine
Arts Society.

In the open section, Ms de Blank
awarded
silver
to
Caryn
Adamson’s “Skiing with a view”
and “Chasing the Sun”.
Bronze was awarded to Karen
Slater’s “Inside looking out” and
“Shake, shake, shake”, Rob
Broomhall’s “Revolutions of
life”,
Daina
Sutherland’s
“Somewhere over the rainbow”
and “End of the jetty”, and Kiah
Palmer’s “Over the fence”. No
gold was awarded in the open
section this month.

The next meeting will be on the 19
September, where the subject will
be “Documentary photography –
ordinary or extraordinary”. This
will be a somewhat different
format, where we will be taking a
sequence of photos that tell a story
together. The judge for September
will be local photographer Erin
Burnett. For more info, contact
Daina Sutherland.

Ms de Blank highlighted the
importance of the proper use of
depth of field in your photos. The
chosen depth of field must suit
the subject of the photo.
Camera club members voted
somewhat differently to Ms de
Blank, and the votes were quite
spread out in both the theme and
open sections.
In the theme section, first place
went to Karen Slater’s “Rain
‘Rushing water’ by Caryn Adamson

‘Cottesloe’ by Shay Creagh

‘Good Morning Ningaloo’ by Renee Manning

So if you see photographers
concentrating on a single subject
over time, you will know what we
are up to.
The Merredin Camera Club
welcomes new members. For more
information about the Merredin
Camera Club, please email Daina
Sutherland
at
dainasutherland@bigpond.com.

‘Chasing the Sun’ by Caryn Adamson
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CLASSIFIEDS
ARIES—March 21 to April 19
Your hard work finally comes to an end, you
have tied up all loose ends and are ready to be a
social butterfly! You are now ready to deal with
different challenges which are connected with
intimate relationships and sharing.
TAURUS—April 20 to May 20
Pay close attention to developments in your
work and personal life as there are
complications and things will be drawn out
much longer than expected. There will be a
change in lifestyle soon that makes you much
more dependent on partners.
GEMINI—May 21 to June 20
You are in your element right now, ready to
work on building stronger emotional and
spiritual foundations. On a practical level a
great time for home improvement, investment
and building as there are long-term trends now
which you are in a unique position to take
advantage.

CANCER—June 21 to July 22
The people you communicate with now will be
extremely skilled in their field, so ask questions!
Any cooperative venture has promise. A good
time to focus on what is going to work and
dropping anything not achievable.
LEO—July 23 to August 22
This is the time when there is an opportunity to
take a great step forward in your working life.
You can benefit from listening to a friend or
advisor who is an expert at dealing with finances
and this is a time when the right move and best
use of resources can lead to long term gain.
VIRGO—August 23 to September 22
A time to make a new start connected with
partners and their dreams and visions. You are
at the top of your game right now, and there will
be changes affecting new horizons intellectually
and culturally and big advances creatively are
on the agenda, you are the driving force!
LIBRA—September 23rd October 22
A significant time for you and what you get
involved with. You are more willing to go out on
a limb, both financially and romantically and it
can be difficult to work out the consequences of
any risks you take. Things will settle soon.
SCORPIO—October 23 to November 21
You are presented with a familiar dilemma in
connection with your home and domestic
matters which can give you an unsettled or
rootless feeling. Someone in your life will be
very dependent on you and willing to make a
commitment.
SAGITARIUS—November 22 to December 21
There is considerable focus on career and
professional partnerships and now is a very
positive time for dealing with skilled people
who know how to facilitate the right
connections. Great opportunities are ahead that
will bring you long-term growth if you are
prepared for some change.
CAPRICORN—December 22 to January 19
A fantastic time for study, research and
activities which expand your intellectual
horizons. What you learn now gives you an
understanding of both the ancient and the
modern enabling you to create a bridge from
tradition to innovation and from past to future.
AQUARIUS—January 20 to February 18
Things are falling into place, there is a sense of
inevitability about developments in your life.
Even though you seem to take a back seat to the
changes, there is a feeling of finding yourself
spiritually and understanding life is change.
PISCES—February 19 to March 20
You are in a period of wise maturity and
wondering how to revise some of your beliefs in
the light of your social connections and their
belief structures. The focus is on relationships
and it’s work listening to what people in your life
have to say and follow their example.

For Sale

Public Notices

2013 Ford Focus $13,000 Price negotiable, has all the
extras, like brand new. 90,000kms, serviced regularly,
feel free to come and have a look. Ring Nessie
0407 412 930.

Positions Vacant

SHIRE OF MERREDIN
PROPOSAL TO DISPOSE OF PROPERTY
The Shire of Merredin proposes to sell Lot 1323
Mackenzie Crescent, Merredin to Rainday Pty Ltd
for the consideration of $52,250.

Receptionist
Part Time 9.00am– 2.00pm Monday to Friday
Do you have outstanding customer service skills?
Byfields Business Advisers Merredin office seeks an
experienced Receptionist to act as the first point of
contact for visitors and callers to the office and to
undertake a range of administrative tasks.
For more information, please contact Jennifer
Simpson on 08 6274 6400 or visit our website at
www.byfields.com.au or send your CV in PDF format
to recruitment@byfields.com.au

The market value of the land was assessed at
being between $50,000-$55,000 in August 2018.
Members of the public are invited to make
submissions in relation to the proposal.
Submissions should be addressed to Chief
Executive Officer and can be posted to PO Box 42
Merredin
WA
6415,
emailed
to
ea@merredin.wa.gov.au or hand delivered to the
Administration Office during normal business
hours and are to be received by no later than
4.00pm on Monday 17 September 2018.
Greg Powell
Chief Executive Officer
Merredin and Districts Childcare and Play School
Association Inc (MADCAPS) Annual General
Meeting will be held at MADCAPS at 5.00pm on the
17th September 2018.
Merredin Senior Citizens Inc Annual General
Meeting 3.30pm Tuesday 25th September 2018 at the
Centre, 15 French Avenue. Your attendance would be
greatly appreciated.
Nukarni CWA Plant Sale Day Monday 10th
September at Merredin CWA rooms, Coronation Street,
Merredin from 10am. Morning Tea available.
Merredin Railway Tennis Club will be holding their
AGM at 7pm on Thursday 13th September at 50
Whitfield Way, Merredin. All previous and new
members are welcome to attend.
Merredin Museum and Historical Society AGM
Tuesday 11th September, 5pm at the Merredin Railway
Museum.
Any
questions
please
contact
merredinmuseum@gmail.com. All welcome.

Positions Vacant
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Netball

Net Set Go at Perth Arena
By GEMMA ROMEO
Our Net Set Go Girls entered a
competition last week to participate
in the Suncorp Netball Grand Final
in Perth over the weekend. We were
lucky enough to come second.
Eleven of our girls travelled down to
Perth to watch West Coast Fever
take on Sunshine Coast Lightning.
For many of the girls it was their first
Suncorp Netball Game.

The girls got to take centre stage and
stand with the Sunshine Coast
Lightning girls for the National
Anthem in front of a record crowd of
13,722 fans.
Merredin Netball Association is very
proud of the girls and they should be
very proud of themselves as well. It
was a great experience for them.

Net Set Go girls #gofever

Merredin
Netball
Net Set Go girls, Caitlin Carlson, Lucy Newton, Jessica Wahlsten, Leila and Phoebe Hayden,
Lily Brooker, Lilly Townrow, Charlotte Criddle, Ava Downsborough, Shelby Roberts and
Darci Jefferys sing the National Anthem with the Sunshine Coast Lightning team

The end of the season is almost
here and the finals are coming up.
We have had a great season of
netball and congratulations to
everyone who had made the finals.

Semi Final Results
Juniors

Titans (52) d. Blues (38)
Gems (40) d. Karni Jewels (24)
Congratulations to Titans who
have made it through to the Grand
Final. Blues will take on Gems this
week.
A2
Titans (53) d. Gems 2 Blue (34)
Blues (67) d. Gems 3 Green (30)

CWNA
Preliminary &
Final
Preliminary Final
Bencubbin (38) d. Nungarin (29)

Grand Final
Bencubbin (40) d. Mukinbudin (38)
Fairest & Best for Grand Final:
Sally Putt, Bencubbin Netball Club.

CWNA Fairest &
Best Award
Winners
Beacon
Winner: Carly Humus
Runner-up: Tamara Gibson
Bencubbin

Winner: Meg Wyatt
Runner-up: Lauren Yates
Kalannie
Winner: Gabrielle Severin

Congratulations to Titans who
have made it to the Grand Final.
Gems 2 will take on Blues this
week.

Runner-up: Melanie Nixon

A1

Runner-up: Laura Chandler

Koorda
Winner: Amber Cooke
Mukinbudin

Jets (67) d. Gems (28)
Titans (61) d. Karni Jewels (40)
Congratulations to Jets who have
made it to the Grand Final. Gems
will take on Titans this week.

Winner: Shannon Poultney
Runner-up: Jessica Collins
Nungarin
Winners: Jemma Dayman & Tobie
Watson
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BEAUTICIAN

CARPENTER

COMPUTER TECH SUPPORT

EARTH MOVING

FLORIST

GLASS SERVICES

HAIRDRESSER

PEST CONTROL

PHOTOCOPIERS COMMERCIAL

ROOF MAINTENANCE

WASTE MANAGEMENT
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Golf

Merredin Golf Club
By TREVOR WATERHOUSE
Glenn Crees with 37 points won the Merredin Panel
& Paint Stableford competition held on Saturday the
18th of August on a countback from Alby Koper,
Shaun Avery, Alex Manning and Jim Coleman.
Novelties for the day were nearest the pin on hole
number 2 Shaun Avery, best second shot on hole
number 5 Rob Gearing, Glenn Crees had the best
third shot on hole number 11 and best second shot on
hole number 18.

Merredin Sands Weekend
The Merredin Sands started on Friday the 24th of
August with the traditional combined Stableford
sponsored by Ag Implements of Merredin and the nett
winners were Gary and Kim Cooper with 77 points on
a countback from Brian Gearing and Brian Bush.
Third with 76 points were Brian Thomson and Will
Morris on a countback from Jason and Michael Davis.
Shaun Avery and Jay Motzel won the gross with 62
points. The ladies nett winners were Jane Gearing and
Vicki Western with 76 points from Kerry Hunter and
Karina Gale with 66 points and the hardest workers
for the day were Corey and Ant Nelson.
The novelties for the day were best third shot on hole
number 1 open Lionel Price, nearest the pin on hole
number 2 open Karina Gale, longest drive on hole
number men number 3 Jay Motzel, nearest the pin on
hole number 4 open Lionel Price, best second shot on
hole number 5 men Matt Jacobson, longest drive on
hole number 6 women Sharlene Elliot, longest putt on
hole number 7 open Justin Watts, nearest the pin on
hole number 8 open Richard Stevenson, best second
shot on hole number 9 men Jason Davis, longest putt
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on hole number 10 open Nigel Bush, best third shot
on hole number 11 women Jane Gearing, best second
shot on hole number 12 open Jane Gearing, best
second shot on hole number 13 women Sharon
Southall, best second shot on hole number 14 men
Tim Cooper, best second shot on hole number 15
women Sharlene Elliot, best third shot on hole
number 16 open Rob Gearing, longest holed shot on
hole number 17 open Rob Gearing and longest drive
on hole number 18 Joel Waters.
The 36 hole Merredin Sands Championships
commenced with 18 holes stroke on Saturday the 25th
of August and the day’s men gross winner was Jay
Motzel with 72 from Matt Jacobson with 74 and the
ladies gross winner was Vicki Western with 86. The
Saturday nett men’s winner was Matt Motzel with 66
and runner up was Gary Cooper with 67 and the
ladies nett winner was Lyn Yates with 76.
The second 18 holes was played on Sunday the 26th of
August and the day’s men gross winner was Glenn
Crees with 76 and runner up was Jeremy Crabb with
77 and the ladies gross winner was Sharon Southall.
The Sunday nett men’s winner was Lyndsay Barker
with 66 and Michael Paterson was runner up with 67
and the ladies nett winner was Miranda Noack with
75.
At the end of two days play the men’s gross winner
and the 2018 Sands Champion with 145 was Matt
Morris and the runner up was Justin Boyd with 148
and the ladies gross winner was Yvonne Heinrich
with 168 and the runner up was Sharlene Elliot with
171. The men’s nett winner was Justin Watts with
132 and the runner up was David Campbell with 135
and the ladies nett winner was Lyn Clarke with 139
and the runner up was Kerry Hunter with 142. The
men’s 50—60 veteran winner was Shane Lancaster
with 136 and the men’s 61 and over veterans winner
was Graham Motzel with 140 and the ladies 55 and
over veterans winner was Karina Gale. The men’s
hardest worker was Bob Heinrich and the ladies
hardest worker was Sue Metcalf. The nett teams event
was won by Rob Gearing, Justin Watts, Shaun
Waterhouse and Shaun Avery and the runners up
were Brian Waterhouse, Greg Giles, Steve Wilson
and Murray Clausen.
The Eastern Districts Men’s Golf Association
Championships were run over the same weekend and
the gross was won by Justin Watts from the Merredin
Golf Club and the runner up was Matt Jacobson also
from the Merredin Golf Club and Justin also won the
Espie cup as the nett Leader.

Mick Sippe (Mukinbudin), Rob Gearing (Captain of the
Merredin Gold Club), Scott Della Bosca (Southern Cross)
and Gross Winner of the Sands, Matt Morris (Merredin).
Image courtesy of Spike Jones

longest drive on hole number 6 women Kerry Hunter,
longest putt on hole number 7 open Glenn Crees,
nearest the pin on hole number 8 open Rob Gearing,
best second shot on hole number 9 men Glenn Crees,
longest putt on hole number 10 open Trevor
Waterhouse, best third shot on hole number 11
women Yvonne Heinrich, best second shot on hole
number 12 open Justin Watts, best second shot on
hole number 13 women Miranda Noack, best second
shot on hole number 14 men Michael Paterson, best
second shot on hole number 15 women Sharon
Southall, best third shot on hole number 16 open
Michael Taylor, longest holed shot on hole number 17
open Miranda Noack and longest drive on hole
number 18 Justin Boyd.
At the conclusion of the presentations President
Glenn Crees thanked Captain Rob Gearing and his
match committee for their efforts over the weekend,
the ladies that worked in the kitchen, Kylie, Kylie,
Lori, Sally, all the people that attended the busy bees,
all the players that played over the weekend (and
anybody else he forgot) and last but not least Adrian
Irving who contacted all the sponsors and arranged all
the trophies.
This weekend’s fixture on Saturday the 1st of
September is Syd Crees Patrons’ Day Stableford
Competition and the following Saturday the 8th of
September is the final round of the Championships
for the Gearing Family Trophy and the following day,
Sunday is the Della Bosca Cup at the Southern Cross
Golf Club.

The novelties for the Saturday were best third shot on
hole number 1 open Mark Branley, nearest the pin on
hole number 2 open Graham Motzel, longest drive on
hole number 3 Matt Morris, nearest the pin on hole
number 4 open Duane Crabb, best second shot on
hole number 5 men Jeremy Crabb, longest drive on
hole number 6 women Jane Gearing, longest putt on
hole number 7 open Matt Motzel, nearest the pin on
hole number 8 open Brian Bush, best second shot on
hole number 9 men Angelo Trunfio, longest putt on
hole number 10 open Justin Watts, best third shot on
hole number 11 women Sharon Southall, best second
shot on hole number 12 open Peter Clarke, best
second shot on hole number 13 women Vicki
Western, best second shot on hole number 14 men
Gary Cooper, best second shot on hole number 15
women Karina Gale, best third shot on hole number
16 open Adam Drakeford, longest holed shot on hole
number 17 open Garry Brandis and longest drive on
hole number 18 Jay Motzel.
The novelties for the Sunday were best third shot on
hole number 1 open Peter Western, nearest the pin on
hole number 2 open Shane Lancaster, longest drive
on hole number men number 3 Matt Motzel, nearest
the pin on hole number 4 open Kael Crees, best
second shot on hole number 5 men Mark Branley,

Brendon Waight (Bruce Rock), Jim Campbell (Merredin)
and the 61 & Over Men’s Veteran Winner Graeme
Motzel (Merredin). Image courtesy of Spike Jones
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Nukarni Preliminary

EDFL Preliminary & Final
19th August 2018
League
Semi Final Nukarni 14.8 (92) d.
Southern Cross 9.15 (69)
Best
Nukarni: S. Hooper, M. Deering, D.
Gare, D. Giles, T. Steele.
Southern Cross: M. Goes, K.
Capelli, A. Birch, M. Beaton, R.
Redfern.
Bruce Rock 19.10 (124) d. Kulin/
Kondinin 9.4 (58)
Best
Bruce Rock: A. Cook, T.
Blechynden, C. Nelson, A.
Anthony.
Kulin/Kondinin: None supplied.

Reserves
Nukarni 9.9 (63) d. Bruce Rock 8.2
(50)

Best
Nukarni: F. Silver, C. Harkin, K.
Hayden, S. Carr, B. Hayden.

Bruce Rock: M. Joshua, B. Waye, D.
Bow, L. Dolton, D. Kalejs.

Preliminary Final
League
Kulin/Kondinin 12.9 (81) d. Nukarni
10.10 (70)
Best
Kulin/Kondinin: N. Lewis, T.
Bradford, J. Shaddick, A. Repacholi,
G. Browning.
Nukarni: P. Gray, D. Giles, C.
Crook, T. Steele, J. Musca.

Reserves
Bruce Rock 8.4 (52) d. Kulin/
Kondinin 6.5 (41)
Best
Bruce Rock: J. Hintz, T. Taylor, B.
Verhoogt, D. Kalejs, J. Corby.
Kulin/Kondinin: T. Bennier, D.
Hallam, H. Williams, N. Savage, B.
Argent.

By KIP STAPELY
On the weekend of the 18th & 19th
August, Reserves boys travelled
down to Bruce Rock to play for a
spot in the Grand Final. They had
a bad start with Bruce Rock having
a 10 point lead at half time. After
half time the boys came out firing
and by the end of third quarter
they were back in the lead and up
by 10 points. Going into the last
quarter the boys knew it wasn't
finished yet so they came out
firing and kicked the next 3 goals
to get a handy lead. Unfortunately
Bruce Rock came back firing with
10 minutes to go and they kicked
the next goals to come back within
13 points. Luckily Nukarni held
them off and took the win to place
them straight into the Grand Final.
Reserves
Nukarni 9.9 (63) d. Bruce Rock
8.2 (50)
Goal Kickers: J. Dixon 5, M.
Hayden 2, C. Shaw, F. Silver.
Best Players: F. Silver, C. Harken,
K. Hayden, S. Carr, B. Hayden.
On Sunday the same weekend, the
League boys travelled to Southern
Cross to keep their Final campaign
alive. The boys came out firing
and got an early lead with the
power
forward
line
with
Beau Wegner and Sam Hooper
kicking a bag of goals. The boys
kept the lead and came home with
the win, putting them in the Grand
Final in Kondinin against Kulin/
Kondinin.
League
Nukarni 14.8 (92) d. Southern
Cross 9.15 (69)
Goal Kickers: B. Wegner 4, S.
Hooper 4, D. Gare 2, M. Sharp 2,
H. Onn, M. Deering.
Best Players: S. Hooper, M.
Deering, D. Gare, D. Giles, T.
Steele
The association awards night also

known as the Miller Medal was held
Tuesday 21st August in Bruce Rock.
Big congratulations to Mitchell Lane
who finished runner-up in the
Neville Giles medal (Reserves
Fairest and Best). Mitch has had a
great season so far, his feat made
even more impressive by the fact he
only played half a season of
Reserves footy as he played in the
League side for the other half.
Congratulations to Dave Gare as well
who finished runner up in the Miller
Medal (League Fairest and Best),
Dave has been electric this year, as
anyone who has seen a game would
well know! Michael Porky Hayden
took home the Reserves Leading
Goal Scorer with 35 goals. Well
done Porky! The club also managed
to bring home the Kevin Duffy
Shield
for
being the
Best
Administered Club, congratulations
to President Jayden Crook and his
committee for all their hard work.
The weekend of the 25th August saw
Nukarni League play Kulin/Kondinin
in the Preliminary final in Kondinin.
The boys went down by 11 points
but played a good game all day.
Preliminary Final
Kulin/Kondinin 12.9 (81) d. Nukarni
10.10 (70)
Goals: S. Hooper 3, M. Deering 3, T.
Steele 1, M. Sharp 1, B. Wegner 1,
H. Onn 1.
Best: P. Gray, D. Giles, C. Crook, T.
Steele, J. Musca.

CBH Group Grand Finals
Sunday 2nd September 2018
League Kulin/Kondinin v Br uce
Rock @ Kulin (2.20pm)
Reserves Br uce Rock v Nukar ni @
Kulin (12pm)
Southern Colts v Northern Colts AllStars (10.30am)

So everyone get down to Kulin this
Sunday and support the Nukarni
boys to get over the line and win the
Reserves Grand Final.
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Rams Create Premiership History
By M. PATERSON
In 1978 Muka were Premiers, it
happened again 20 years on in 1998
and another 20 years on the current
crop of Mukinbudin Rams created
their own history by winning the
2018 Central Wheatbelt Football
League Premiership.
After a fast start from favourites
Bencubbin, the Rams looked in
trouble at quarter time and faced a
massive challenge to get back into
the game. When the heat was on
early, the class of Rams utility
Aubrey Jacobs shone through, as he
kept Muka in the contest.
By half time the Rams had evened
up the scoreboard, but soon into the
third term Bencubbin looked to have
taken back the ascendancy and led
by three goals in front of a strong
crowd of over 1000 at Nungarin.
Two late majors from Brodie Fiegert
and Cameron White gave Muka
belief that victory was possible at
three quarter time. In the last quarter
the Rams fitness and class proved
too strong for the Demons and Muka
kicked away to win an enthralling
encounter by four goals. Caleb
Shadbolt put in another crucial
performance and Adam Squire won

CWFL
Results

play of the day for his rebound off
half back.
Mukinbudin President Blake Smith
finished off a fantastic season of
leadership by winning the Ted
Mactaggart Memorial Trophy for
Fairest & Best in the Grand Final.
Playing in memory of favourite son
Marky Warmdean, the emotional
victory was concluded with the
Rams players receiving their
premiership medallions from Mark
Warmdean Senior, a Mukinbudin
Football Club legend and father of
Marky.

Mukinbudin 2018 Premiers

Celebrations in Mukinbudin carried
on well into the night, all day Sunday
and of course continued into Mad
Monday.
Grand Final Score Board
Mukinbudin Rams 12.11 (83) d.
Bencubbin Demons 8.11 (59)
Goal Scorers: Cameron White 5,
Blake Smith 2, Jared Beagley 2,
Brodie Fiegert 1, Aubrey Jacobs 1,
Tim Sippe 1.
Best: Blake Smith, Caleb Shadbolt,
Aubrey Jacobs, Liam Shadbolt,
Cameron White, Gerard Shadbolt.

CWFL Fairest &
Best Award
Winners 2018

Blake Smith being interviewed after the
game

Mukinbudin 17.5 (107) d. Koorda
15.8 (98)

Winner: Mack Byron-Pendergast

Best

Bencubbin

Mukinbudin: Zeke Stewart, Blake
Smith, Gerard Shadbolt, Matthew
Palm, Adam Squire, Cameron White.

Winner: James Lindroth

Preliminary Final

Koorda: Chadd Green, Rowan
Fleeton, Reece Boyne, Ryan
Greaves, Alexander Sheed, Beau
Harich.

Grand Final
Mukinbudin 12.11 (83) d. Bencubbin
8.11 (59)

Best
Mukinbudin: Blake Smith, Caleb
Shadbolt, Aubrey Jacobs, Liam
Shadbolt, Cameron White, Gerard
Shadbolt.
Bencubbin: Daniel Patat, James
Lindroth, Nikolas Hube, James Coe,
Ben Yates, Marcus Guarnaccia.

Beacon

Runner-up: Nic Winters

Runner-up: Damon Manuel

Gerard Shadbolt after the game

Hockey

CWLHA
Preliminary &
Final

Preliminary Final
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CWLHA Fairest
& Best Award
Winners 2018
Beacon
Winner: Kerry Junk

Bencubbin (2) d. Koorda (0)

Runner-up: Emma Mitchell

Goal scorers: Melissa Beagley,
Daneeka Beagley

Bencubbin

Grand Final

Runner-up: Jac Geraghty

Winner: Robert Rout

Mukinbudin (3) d. Bencubbin (2)

Koorda

Runner-up: Chadd Green

Goals

Mukinbudin

Mukinbudin: Hannah Paterson,
Ellen White, Caitlin Hogan.

Kalannie
Winner: Kevin Chitty
Runner-up: Cohen Chapman
Koorda

Winner: Caleb Shadbolt
Runner-up: Gerard Shadbolt
Nungarin & Towns
Winner: Luke Rushby
Runner-up: Andrew Coumbe

Bencubbin:
Deanne
Rebecca Watson.

Winner: Melissa Beagley

Winner: Amber Cooke
Runner-up: Hannah Cooper

Morgan,

Norm Bates Memorial Trophy
Best in Grand Final: Dale Cronje.

Mukinbudin
Winner: Dale Cronje
Runner-up: Sina Gringer
Towns
Winner: Noelene Young
Runner-up: Chloe Dayman
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Junior Winter Carnival

2018 Junior Winter Carnival
By KARLYN SETTINERI
On Sunday the 12th August the
Annual Junior Winter Carnival was
held in Merredin. In its tenth year
this year, the carnival attracted
towns from all over the Wheatbelt
coming together for the junior sports
of netball, football and hockey.
With around 290 competitors across
all three sports the children had a
great day playing the sports they
love and representing their home
town. All towns should be
extremely proud of the way their
children participated and the
wonderful sportsmanship shown.
A huge congratulations to Merredin
and Corrigin & Districts for winning
their age divisions for netball,

Corrigin & Districts netball team

Merredin Royals for football and
Merredin for hockey.
We would like to take this
opportunity to give a huge thank you
to Landmark, McIntosh & Sons,
Merredin Rural Supplies, CBH, Two
Dogs, Belgravia Leisure Centre and
Bankwest. The day wouldn't be as
successful as it is without the support
and generosity of these businesses.
To the committee, coordinators and
ALL parent helpers without your
help the day wouldn't exist so a huge
thank you also. We look forward to
working together with you all next
year.

Merredin hockey team

Merredin netball team

Merredin Royals football team

